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FRONT COVER
An engraving by Arnoldus Montanus of the ninth wooden fort constructed
by the Spanish in St. Augustine. It is not known exactly when this fortification was built, but it was sometimes after 1647. This fanciful picture
of the fort and St. Augustine was likely drawn from hearsay descriptions,
but Jeannette Thurber Connor says that it was “probably trustworthy as to
the fort. - [It] shows a very large rickety building with two massive towers,
a smaller one with a poivriere - pepper-pot-top, enough houses within the
fort to make it a town in itself, and nearly as many props or buttresses as
a centipede has legs.” See Connor “The Nine Old Wooden Forts of St.
Augustine, Part II,” Florida Historical Quarterly, IV (April 1926), 173-74.
The engraving appeared first in De Nieuwe en onbekende weereld, which
was granted copyright privileges in July 1670, and was published in Amsterdam the following year. There is a copy of this work in the Library of
Congress. The St. Augustine engraving is also in John Ogilby’s America:
Being the latest and most accurate description of the New World . . . which
Sabin says was pirated, along with the plates, from Montanus. The engraving reappeared in Montanus’ Die Unbekante Neue Welt (Amsterdam,
1673). Copies of the latter two works are in the P. K. Yonge Library of
Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.
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ASPECTS OF THE DEVELOPMENT AND
EXPLORATION OF THE FORBES
PURCHASE
by JOHN C. UPCHURCH *

A

TTEMPTS AT LAND SPECULATION have been common in the
United States. In Florida an early attempt involved an immense tract of land known as the “Forbes Purchase.” This
territory, situated in the north-central part of the state bordering
the Gulf of Mexico, was the object of exploitation as a unit for
approximately fifty-seven years, 1804-1861. First under the
trading firm of Panton, Leslie and Company and its successor
John Forbes and Company, and later under the Apalachicola
Land Company, this practically virgin wilderness was explored,
surveyed, and to a degree developed.
Events leading to territorial acquisition can be traced back
to the early days of the American Revolution when William
Panton, Thomas Forbes, and John Leslie fled to British-controlled Florida because of unfavorable reaction to their Tory
sympathies. 1 These men, kinsmen and partners in the firm of
Panton, Leslie and Company, were formerly engaged in Indian
trade, chiefly in South Carolina and Georgia. In 1776, the three
partners arrived in the vicinity of St. Augustine where there was
already a small outpost of Panton, Leslie and Company. From
that station the company was able to rapidly expand its trade
area and volume of sales so that when Spain regained the Floridas from Great Britain in 1783, it was on the way to becoming
one of the largest trading firms in southeastern North America. 2

*

Mr. Upchurch is assistant professor of geography at Appalachian State
University, Boone, North Carolina.

1. Panton was the principal partner. His will, quoted in Record in the
Case of Colin Mitchel and Others, Versus the United States (Washington, 1831), 352, indicates that he left Georgia for Florida in 1776.
It can be assumed that Forbes and Leslie arrived in Florida about the
same time. Leslie later returned to London. Hereinafter referred to
as the Record in the Case of Colin Mitchel and Others.
2. Spain, not wanting Americans to move into the West, but at the same
time unable to provide a land force to prevent it, allowed Panton, Leslie
and Company to become its controlling agent in the interior. This was
done by giving the firm a monopoly on the lucrative Indian trade.

[ 117 ]
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The company’s operations included extending credit to
Indians. From the beginning some of them either would not or
could not pay however, and Indian debts began to accumulate
with interest on the company’s books. While indebtedness
mounted, the overall trade expanded, eventually to the degree
that John Forbes, brother of Thomas, and James and John
Innerarity, nephews of Panton, were admitted to the firm as
partners.
Enjoying the upswing of trade the merchants seemed to
worry little about Indian debts until 1792. In January of that
year William Augustus Bowles sacked a Panton branch store
near Fort St. Marks. 3 The following year Alexander McGillivray,
who had helped the company obtain and maintain the trade
monopoly with the southern Indians, died. 4 Finally, in 1794,
Panton learned that the United States was contemplating the
establishment of trading posts among several Indian tribes. 5
Largely as a consequence of these events the company soon began to take steps to collect at least part of the Indian debts.
It is likely that the partners first endeavored to obtain payment in cash, furs, or naval stores. When this met with little or
no success the firm then looked to the Spanish king for indemnification. 6 This also failed. Several Spanish officials did,
however, suggest a possible solution: since there was little hope
of being repaid in money it might be possible for Panton, Leslie
J. Leitch Wright, Jr., William Augustus Bowles: Director General of
the Creek Nation (Athens, 1967), 65-67. The firm undoubtedly had
been overcharging the Indians, partly because it had no competition
and partly because of Panton’s greed. Bowles’ raid was an attempt to
sway wide-scale Indian sentiment against both Spain and Panton, Leslie
and Company. He was financially backed by the Nassau-based firm,
Miller, Bonnamy and Company, whose owners hoped eventually to
regain part of the business blocked by Panton’s monopoly.
Ibid., 25-26, 83. McGillivray, a quadroon, was the principal Creek
spokesman for a decade after the American Revolution. Fearing American expansion into Creek lands, McGillivray had turned to Panton,
Leslie and Company for the guns, ammunition, and knives that wreaked
havoc on the American frontier. This in large measure accounted for
the firm’s rapid growth after 1783.
Robert S. Cotterill, “A Chapter of Panton, Leslie and Company,” Journal of Southern History, X (August 1944), 275.
American State Papers: Documents of the Congress of the United
States in Relation to the Public Lands From the First Session of the
Eighteenth to the Second Session of the Nineteenth Congress, Inclusive:
Commencing December I, 1823, and Ending March 3, 1827, 7 vols.
(Washington, 1859), IV, 159. Hereinafter referred to as American State
Papers: Public Lands.
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and Company to gain compensation by obtaining title to
specified Indian lands within the territorial limits of the United
States, for after all much of the company’s trade was carried on
outside Spanish territory. Such a land cession could conceivably
be sold piecemeal to settlers. Subsequently negotiations were
begun with the Choctaw; however, no grant was made because
a cession at that time was unacceptable to Washington. 7
If a land grant within United States territory was out of the
question, then the merchants felt that they had no recourse but
to attempt a land cession within Spanish territory. In time a
preliminary agreement was reached with the Creeks and Seminoles offering the company a tract of land along the east bank
of the Apalachicola River. 8 With the prospect of a sizable land
cession, Innerarity therefore petitioned Spanish authorities in
1804 for authority to enter into formal negotiations with the
Indians. Spanish permission was granted but included the stipulation that Panton, Leslie and Company did not have the right
to dispose of any land, if ceded, without the consent and prior
knowledge of the Spanish government. 9
In May 1804, the tentative plans developed into a final agreement when twenty-two Seminole chiefs agreed to “cede, concede,
give, sell, and transfer to said house of Panton, Leslie & Co. . . .
the aforesaid district of land. . . .” 10 This territory was bounded
on the west and east by the Apalachicola and Wakulla rivers
respectively; by the Gulf of Mexico, including offshore
islands, to the south; and by an irregular, then undefined line
to the north, extending far back into the interior. A few
months after the 1804 grant to Panton, Leslie was made, and
three years after the death of William Panton, the name of the
firm was changed to John Forbes and Company To the newly
reorganized firm went all the rights and privileges of the former
company, as well as all property.
7. Ibid. In a letter to Secretary of War Henry Dearborn, quoted in
Record in the Case of Mitchel and Others, 284, Forbes stated that at
the turn of the century Indian debts, including interest, amounted to
$204,000.
8 . “Proceedings of the Board of Land Commissioners Showing Claims Presented and What Papers were Filed in Support of Same. West Florida,
July 17, 1822 to July 24, 1824.” Vol. 1, Record Book A, p. 87 (hereinafter referred to as “Proceedings of the Land Commissioners”); American
State Papers: Public Lands, IV, 163.
9. Ibid., 160.
10. Ibid.
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Immediately after effecting the 1804 grant Indian debts again
began to climb, and in 1807, another application was made to
Spanish authorities for permission to make an additional settlement with the Indians. After considerable delay permission was
granted in December 1810, with the same stipulation concerning
disposal of ceded land that accompanied the first grant. 11
In January 1811, three other tracts of land were ceded by the
Seminoles in a single grant to Forbes and Company. These
tracts laid contiguous to the large grant previously obtained by
Panton, Leslie and Company. At the same time there was
granted to John Forbes individually an island in the Apalachicola River of “about seven miles in length, and one or more in
breadth . . . opposite to the store or factory which then and
there existed.” 12 This island was actually a gift by the Seminoles
in return for “services rendered.” (Even today this island is
known as Forbes Island.) These latter grants were adjudged legal
and proper by Spanish authorities in 1811, and title to them was
confirmed to Forbes and Company, with the exception of Forbes
Island which was ceded to John Forbes individually. The total
acreage of the various grants was then unknown, but the Purchase was estimated to contain “probably less, but certainly no
more than one million and a half of acres.” 13 Forbes in 1806 had
described the cession as a “bargain” and “as fair a purchase as
ever was made from the red men since the treaty of William
Penn.” 14
After the first cession - that to Panton, Leslie and Companythe partners were faced with the problem of what to do with
the immense tract of land. It was at first hoped that the Seminoles would somehow buy back the land, an event, however,
that did not materialize. In an effort to reduce the company’s
loss, John Forbes therefore decided to sell portions of the
Purchase to settlers and speculators. Before sales could be
made, however, at least part of the land had to be surveyed.
Asa Hartfield, a South Carolina surveyor, was engaged to run
the boundary line and, in general, explore the Apalachicola

11.
12.
13.
14.

Ibid., 166-67.
Ibid., 167-68.
Record in the Case of Mitchell and Others, 291.
Ibid., 290.
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lands “with a view as . . . [to] the general topography and
hydrography.” 15
Hartfield first retraced and remarked the original boundary
line following a complicated system of metes and bounds. Next,
in 1808, he sectioned off a tract of land on the west bank of the
Wakulla River, called the “Wakulla Survey” or more commonly
the “Hartfield Survey.” It was this portion of the Purchase that
Forbes intended to sell principally to “people from the Bahamas,
& from the other English, Spanish & French Colonies. . . .” 16
Unfortunately there was no immigration, largely owing to the
vicissitudes of the times: first, Forbes and Company had of late
suffered financial reverses; second, about 1812 Indians began
to openly harass the company in various ways, including killing
its cattle and freeing its Negroes; third, the War of 1812 militarily came to the Forbes Purchase when the British constructed
a fort on the east bank of the Apalachicola River, on company
land, less than one mile from one of its stores. From this fort
arms, ammunition, firewater, and rudimentary military training
were dispensed to Indians sympathetic to the British cause.
In 1815, the British withdrew from the garrison leaving it
occupied by their Indian friends and a sizable number of runaway slaves from Georgia and South Carolina plantations. 17 The
fort soon became a major threat to plantations in southern
Georgia and Alabama and to transportation on the Apalachicola River. It was destroyed by American soldiers in 1816.
In the unsettled conditions resulting from the War of 1812
it became very obvious to the officials of the company that the
United States would eventually take control of Florida. This,
coupled with Indian depredations and the decrease in trade, led
officials of the firm to seek other ways of disposing of the land
profitably. They feared that with American sentiment toward
the British at an unfavorable point, there was little hope of just
compensation in the event of an American take-over.
With these factors in mind, officials of the firm therefore be15. Richard M. Blatchford, Extract From a Report to the Trustees of the
Apalachicola Land Company, (n.p., 1837), 5. Hereinafter cited as Annual
Report, 1837.
16. “The Forbes Purchase: A Letter From Tames Innerarity to William
Simpson, Partners of John Forbes and Company,” Florida Historical
Quarterly, X (October 1931), 103.
17. Stephen R. Poe, “Archaeological Excavations at Fort Gadsden Florida,”
Notes in Anthropology, Vol. 8 (1963), 1.
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gan considering various schemes for either disposing of the
Purchase or retaining it in such a way that they might be able
to obtain some indemnification at a future date. One proposal
for keeping the Apalachicola lands intact was to have one of
the members of the firm become a citizen of the United States
and then shelter the land under his name. 18 Another idea was
to place title to the land under the name of a trusted third
party not connected with Forbes and Company. 19 This would
have had to be done by formal sale.
After due consideration Forbes turned down both suggestions, recommending instead that the partners and the heirs of
deceased partners give up their interest in the Apalachicola
lands for a specific sum if a buyer or buyers could be found. 20
This was agreeable to the majority, and in October 1817, John
Forbes applied for Spanish permission to deed the bulk of the
Forbes Purchase to Colin Mitchel, a merchant then residing in
Havana, Cuba. 21 Permission was quickly granted, and shortly
thereafter John Forbes retired from the firm leaving the Innerarity brothers to close out the company’s affairs.
Thus on May 29, 1819, a deed of sale was executed in
Pensacola conveying and transferring the Apalachicola lands to
Colin Mitchel “saving and excepting one 15th part belonging to
James and John Innerarity,” Forbes Island, and “certain other
tracts sold at different times . . . for the consideration of 111,676
dollars, two reals of silver.” 22 Within a few months of the
18. James Innerarity to Craik, Esq., July 27, 1812, “Letters of James Innerarity: The War of 1812,” Florida Historical Quarterly, X (January
1932), 137.
19. Ibid., 137-38.
20. John Forbes to addressee unknown, January 12, 1814, “The Panton,
Leslie Papers: Letters of and to John Forbes,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XIII (April 1935), 237.
21. American State Papers: Public Lands, 168. Mitchel, ostensibly the sole
purchaser, actually bought the Apalachicola lands for himself and the
other partners of the trading firm of Carnochan and Mitchel of
Savannah and Darien, Georgia. Along with Colin Mitchel, the partners
included his brothers Robert, Peter, and Octavius, in addition to John,
Richard, and William Carnochan.
22. Record in the Case of Mitchel and Others, 362. The “certain other
tracts” included 924 acres sold to James Coleman; 5,976 acres deeded to
F. Gutierrez d’Arroyo (one tract of 5,000 acres, and another deeded at
a different time of 976 acres); 3,700 acres to Don M. de Villiers; 1,300
acres to A. Guillemard; 640 acres to Edmund Doyle; 640 acres to
William Hambly; and, 400 acres to George McPherson. Not including
the portions willed by Panton to the Innerarity brothers, a total of
13,580 acres was either sold or deeded to the above named persons by
Forbes and Company before the large sale to Mitchel was completed.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol48/iss2/1

12

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 48, Number 2
T HE F ORBES P URCHASE

123

Location of Forbes Purchase Within Current Counties.
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Location of Grants Comprising the Forbes Purchase.
sale Mitchel also bought most of the land previously sold by
Forbes and Company, or willed by the three original partners. 23
By the beginning of 1820 he had spent nearly $135,000 for the
Forbes Purchase.
Since the 1819 treaty transferring Florida to the United
States did not go into effect until 1821, there was a considerable
23. Ibid., 362-68. On the same day that the main part of the Purchase
was bought, Mitchel was deeded one undivided thirtieth part by John
Innerarity, an inheritance from Panton, for $10,000. On August 4, 1819,
his brother James deeded a like amount of land, also an inheritance
from Panton, to Mitchel for $8,200. Mitchel then bought two tracts of
land on the west bank of the Wakulla River on June 3 from Coleman
for $818. Next he purchased two lots from d’Arroyo, near those sold
to him by Coleman, on June 28, 1819, for $2,000. Lastly, Mitchel was
deeded 640 acres of James Innerarity’s personal property on the Apalachicola River for $2,000.
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Location of Hartfield and Little River Surveys.

interim period before Congress could set up machinery to pass
on the legality of Spanish land grants within the territory of
Florida. 24 Finally, in 1822, Congress passed an act which set
up a commission to gather evidence and either to confirm or
deny titles to land. Proceedings commenced on July 17, 1822,
and continued to July 24, 1824. The investigations involving
the Forbes Purchase took up a disproportionate amount of the
total time, each grant being considered separately. When all
the evidence had been studied the commission unexpectedly refused to rule on its validity, partly as a result of the enormity
of the Purchase. A report to that effect was sent to Congress
24. “Proceedings of the Land Commissioners,” 1.
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Hartfield Survey
Adapted from Manuscript Map (anon.), Field Note Section, Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund, Tallahassee, Florida.

asking that body itself to confirm or deny title. Congress, however, did not take further action until 1828.
Shortly after purchasing the Apalachicola lands from Forbes
and Company, the firm of Carnochan and Mitchel became insolvent. In the March 29, 1823 edition of the Pensacola Floridian there appeared a “Notice and Caution” advertisement
signed by William Christie. This was a warning to the public
that the firm of Carnochan and Mitchel recently had been
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mortgaged and had assigned to creditors various properties,
which included “one large tract of land bought of Forbes & Co.
lying between the rivers St. Marks and Apalachicola. . . .” The
advertisement furthermore warned the public not to purchase
any part of “the said property or estate . . . as I hold prior mortgages on the greatest part thereof. . . .” 25
In a reply to Mr. Christie, Carnochan and Mitchel placed
a “To the Public” notice in the same newspaper on August 9,
stating that Christie indeed had claims against them, but that
they were anxious to pay their debts. Christie, however, “has
opposed any reasonable sale of the lands in Florida and thus
injures not only himself but other parties concerned.” This
seemed to indicate that Carnochan and Mitchel would have
sold all or part of the Purchase, but owing to financial and
legal entanglements, and because of Christie’s public “Notice
and Caution” advertisements, little or no land was sold. It
should also be recalled that Carnochan and Mitchel did not have
clear title to the Forbes Purchase anyway. Thus as the affairs
of the firm became more confused, the demands of creditors
became more vehement; and in 1823, an application to partition
the Apalachicola lands was filed with the Superior Court, District of West Florida.
The partition application was initiated by Robert Mitchel
and stated that for the purpose of sale the Purchase “was assumed to contain two hundred and forty undivided parts or
shares of five thousand acres each share (more or less) making
in the whole, the said quantity of twelve hundred thousand
acres. . . .” 26 Partition seems to have been merely a method for
legally assigning to creditors shares of land within the Forbes
Purchase, each creditor obtaining a share equal to the amount
owed him. The application was honored by the Superior Court
of West Florida which directed several persons to act as friends
of the court and to partition and divide the Forbes Purchase,
excepting certain reserves belonging to the Innerarity brothers
and others. 27

25. Pensacola Floridian,
for many months in
26. Ibid., September 27,
27. Ibid., November 29,

March 29, 1823. These notes appeared concurrently
this newspaper.
1829.
1823.
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In the five years that followed partition there is no evidence
that any land within the Purchase was sold, owing chiefly to
the fact that the proprietors themselves had no clear title to the
land. Many squatters, however, settled on the land causing
Purchase owners to worry about losing their property. By late
1827, the situation had become extremely acute, and on December 31, Robert Mitchel memorialized Congress on behalf of
himself and others:
That the original title deeds of said lands have been
submitted by your Memorialists according to law, to the investigation of the Land Commissioners appointed for this
purpose by Act of Congress. That they have been by the
said Commissioners examined, and their regularity and genuineness by them admitted; and the said Commissioners referred to Congress the question whether the said titles ought
or ought not to be considered valid as against the United
States.
That the said question of validity has for a long time
laid over undetermined; and that the delay thereof has occasioned to your Memorialists serious injury and to some of
them absolute distress, whilst the lands themselves being on
the Coast of the Gulf of Mexico, a frontier situation and requiring population, lay uncultivated, unhabited, and useless
to the proprietors, to the Territory of Florida and to the
United States. 28
In 1828, Congress, instead of ruling on the validity of the
Forbes Purchase, passed an act which provided for the settlement and confirmation of private land claims in Florida by allowing claimants to resort to the courts. 29 The proprietors of
the Apalachicola lands, led by Colin Mitchel, therefore, quickly
brought before the Superior Court of Middle Florida a petition
that their claim to the land in question be validated. Almost
two years passed while gathering more evidence and taking
testimony, only to have the court dismiss the petition in November 1830. This dismissal was appealed to the United States Supreme Court, which agreed to hear the case during the January
1831 term. On motion of the counsel for the United States,
28. Memorial to Congress From Robert Mitchell [sic] and Others, December
31, 1827, Clarence E. Carter, ed., The Territorial Papers of the United
States: The Territory of Florida, 1824-1828, 26 vols. (Washington, 19561962), XXIII, 973-74. (Hereinafter referred to as Territorial Papers).
29. Colin Mitchel et al. v. United States, 9 Peters (U.S.), 711, 716 (1835).
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however, the case was later postponed to enable the government
to obtain certain documents and statements from Madrid and
Havana. This motion was strongly resisted by counsel for the
appellants, but to no avail. In 1832, 1833, and again in 1834,
the case was postponed on the same grounds. During this entire
time the proprietors were unable to sell any of the land.
At the January 1835 term the attorney general for the United
States again moved to delay hearing the case, alleging that documents from Havana were expected to arrive at any time. But
the court overruled this motion, and the trial at last began. By
March 14, the case had been argued, and shortly thereafter the
unanimous verdict was given: “the title of the petitioner to so
much of the lands in controversy . . . is valid by the law of
nations.” 30 It was further ordered and decreed, much to the
dismay of the proprietors, that the territory adjacent to the
fortress of St. Marks was United States property “to which the
claim of the petitioner is rejected.” 31 The court then ordered its
clerk to certify the same to the surveyor general of Florida, with
directions to survey the Forbes Purchase according to the United
States Land Office’s range and township system.
Shortly after the favorable decision and decree of the Supreme Court, the proprietors of the Forbes Purchase established
the Apalachicola Land Company. This firm, with headquarters
in New York City, was designed “to give clear and unimpeachable titles to purchasers, without delay.” 32 It was agreed to vest
by deeds the whole title, legal and equitable, in three trustees
and to have the affairs of the company conducted by six directors.
The tract was assumed to contain 1,200,000 acres and was
“divided into twenty-four hundred parts, of five hundred acres
each, more or less, which shall be transferable on the books of
the said Trustees, upon the order of such stockholder, or his
authorized agent.” 33
It is extremely doubtful that many of the stockholders of
30. Ibid., 761.
31. Ibid., 762. The dismay was owing to the fact that squatters had established a town, St. Marks, near the old fort. The Purchase owners
had thought that the property upon which the town was located was
theirs, and hoped to force the squatters to buy the valuable town lots
from the land company.
32. Articles of Agreement and Association of the Apalachicola Land Company, November 28, 1835 (New York, 1835), 2.
33. Ibid.
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the Apalachicola Land Company, most of whom were New
Yorkers, knew much about the character of the Forbes Purchase
when the company was founded. The only readily available information consisted of surveyor’s field notes and reports. These
empirical accounts, which at the outset encompassed only limited
portions of the Apalachicola lands, often commented on the
resource base, sometimes making judgments as to the agricultural
potential of the land. In this sense the field notes and survey reports are important for they offer glimpses of the north-central
Florida environment as perceived through the eyes of persons
living over a century ago.
All early surveys tended to recognize four major land types
within the Purchase area: hammock, pine land, swamp, and
marsh. Hammock lands were level, wooded areas with a mixed
growth of hardwood trees and were generally covered with a
thick undergrowth of vines, shrubs, and bushes. Customarily,
they were divided into “high” and “low” subtypes depending
upon the local elevation and drainage pattern. Hammock areas
were recognized as being relatively fertile, and therefore, they
were highly valued as agricultural lands.
Pine lands were divided into several subtypes including pine
barrens, pine flats, and flatwoods. These types were all used to
describe low, level, and poorly drained land in which various
species of pine formed the principal vegetation. Within the
broad category of pine lands differing usefulness was recognized.
If the land was underlain by partially indurated limestone near
the surface, it was rated as good agricultural land; if the land
was underlain by clay, it was fair agricultural land; if the land
was sandy, chances were it was unfit for agriculture and it was
considered sterile.
Swamps were low, poorly-drained areas adjacent to streams
and subject to overflow. The characteristic vegetation included
hardwoods and an undergrowth which was extremely thick,
tangled vines and briars rendering it almost impenetrable.
Marshes were tracts of wet, grass-covered land, sometimes partially submerged. They were found along the coastal fringe of
the Purchase. Various types of grasses with a high affinity for
water formed the principal vegetation; secondary vegetation
included low shrubs and trees.
I
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Hartfield Survey
The first known survey within the Purchase was made by
Asa Hartfield in 1808. 34 It had three aspects. First, Hartfield
retraced and remarked the boundary line. While running this
line he noted that there were apparently only three permanent
Indian settlements within the Apalachicola lands, all of which
were abandoned by 1811. 35 The second aspect of the survey
entailed a general exploration of the Purchase. In accomplishing this, Hartfield traveled by boat up various streams including the Sopchoppy and New rivers. His penetrations inland
from the rivers were neither frequent nor distant. Along the
banks of the Sopchoppy he noted outcroppings of limestone
rock. His account of the land along the New River was not
too favorable. From the mouth to the head of tide water it was
pine land with a clay foundation; from tide water to its source
was low pine land and swamp. After this exploratory survey was
completed, Hartfield concluded that there were only about
130,000 acres of good land in the Purchase. 36
The third and final aspect of the Hartfield Survey was that of
sectioning off for sale a fertile tract near a navigable stream.
After exploring the Apalachicola lands, Hartfield decided that
there were only two large tracts of fertile land capable of acOne of these tracts was along the
commodating agriculture. 37
northern boundary line of the Purchase adjacent to Little River,
a tributary of the Ochlockonee; the other tract was on the west
bank of the Wakulla River. It was the latter tract that Hartfield
surveyed in detail. Called both the “Hartfield Survey” and the
“Wakulla Survey,” it was completed in 1808 and contained a
total of 37,065 acres. For this tract of land, Hartfield adopted
a survey system which deviates considerably from the standard
range and township method found in almost all of the rest of
the state. Therefore, on modern maps of Florida, such as the
Florida Department of Agriculture’s “Section Map of Florida,”
the Hartfield Survey stands out prominently. The first part
of the survey was called the “river survey” and included only
34.
35.
36.
37.

Annual Report, 1837, 5.
Record in the Case of Colin Mitchel and Others, 168.
Annual Report, 1837, 10-11.
Ibid.
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land adjacent to the west bank of the Wakulla River. After the
river survey was completed Hartfield ran the rest of the lines to
coincide with it. Instead of the base lines running in a true
east-west direction, they deviated seventeen and a half degrees
in a southwest-northeast direction. He used a grid system laying
off the land into squares of sixty chains on each side. The grid
lines thus established crossed at ninety degree angles. 38 Although his rationale is not known, it is probable that Hartfield
took into consideration the trend of the Wakulla River and
Gulf coast portion of the survey. It is also possible that this particular manner of surveying included more of the better farming
land and made the water front lots less complicated to survey.
Daniel Blue Survey

39

A survey by Daniel Blue in 1811 merely marked the boundary
line of the grants made to Forbes and Company in the same
year; it was not a comprehensive survey. Accompanied by several
of the Indians who had made the cessions, Blue began marking
the line in a northwestwardly direction until the boundary of the
first cession was struck. Hartfield’s boundary line was then followed across the northern portion of the territory until the party
reached the Apalachicola River. Blue and the Indians proceeded
down this river and began the survey of the Purchase land west
of the Apalachicola at the outlet of Lake Wimico. They traveled
up the lower end of the lake three miles, where he cornered.
From there Blue ran the line in a southwestwardly direction to
Apalachicola Bay. The group went by boat from the bay to the
west part of St. Vincent Island where Blue again marked some
trees and ended his survey.
Sweet Water Creek Survey
In 1821, Samuel S. Brown made a survey of Sweet Water
Creek, a stream which flowed into the Apalachicola River as
well as forming a part of the northern boundary of the Pur38. Joseph Delafield, Third Annual Report of the Apalachicola Land Company, Florida, to the Stockholders of Said Company for the Year 1838
(New York, 1838), 41-42. Hereinafter referred to as Annual Report,
1838.
39. The material in this section is adapted from the Record in the Case of
Colin Mitchel and Others, 621.
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chase. 40 This survey ran from the creek’s source to the Apalachicola River. There is mention of a map accompanying this survey which showed a “long, narrow line of hammock binding the
creek, and terminating to the south in pine lands.” 41
Little River Survey
Hartfield noted in his exploration that the land in the vicinity
of the Little River was one of two large, fertile tracts within the
Purchase. 42 This area was partially surveyed by Samuel S. Brown
and a man named McBride in 1821 or 1822. They laid off a
portion of the tract into square sections of 800 acres each by
utilizing magnetic meridians with parallels intersecting each
other at right angles. In 1824, this area was further subdivided
by Daniel F. McNeil in pursuance of the writ of partition that
subdivided the Purchase among the various creditors and owners.
McNeil was directed to divide the 800-acre sections into 400 acres
each, and to extend the survey on the south and west. When the
task was completed the Little River tract totaled 28,460 acres.
McNeil used the same magnetic meridians as did Brown and
McBride. These meridians were not based on true north and
thereby caused the Little River Survey to deviate, as did the
Hartfield Survey, from the standard range and township system.
This survey, like the Hartfield, can also be easily recognized on
the Florida Department of Agriculture’s “Section Map of Florida,” being the only two such deviations within the Purchase.
On a map of the survey, McNeil shaded dark the portions which
represented high hammock and river bottom. He shaded orange
those ridges of pine land which he considered of little value
except on the northern boundary line where the pine land was
said to be of excellent quality. McNeil further noted that most
of the survey could be cultivated and that there were innumerable streams of pure water.
40. Annual Report, 1838, 9.
41. Ibid. To the south of Sweet Water Creek, Brown delineated other
creeks and hammocks, but their extent in acres or distance could not
be derived from available information. Brown also surveyed a portion
of the territory included in the Little River Survey, but the year is
not known.
42. Much of this section is based upon information given by McNeil himself on his “Map of Little River Survey,” a copy of which is to be found
in the Robert L. Strozier Library, Florida State University, Tallahassee.
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Survey for Live Oak

In 1831, the United States made an inventory type of survey
for live oak along various coastal areas of the Gulf of Mexico.
Extensive tracts were found between the St. Marks and Wakulla
rivers, but the greatest concentration was on St. Vincent Island.
It was noted that many of the trees on this island were large
enough to form breast hooks on the largest vessels of the day.
St. Vincent’s was supposed to have an area of about 8,000 acres
with numerous detached hammocks of fertile land. There was
said to be 12,000 to 13,000 prime live oak trees on the island, as
well as other hardwood types, In two of the largest hammocks
there were 7,031 live oaks, which would yield a total of 261,345
board feet of timber. 43
United States Survey
At the conclusion of the case of Mitchel and others, the
Supreme Court directed the General Land Office to tie in the
boundary lines of the Purchase with the survey grid of contiguous lands. A contract was subsequently let for this work, signed
on September 28, 1835, by Charles R. Goldsborough, Lewis M.
Goldsborough, and Richard C. Allen. 44 The survey was to be
completed within four months at four dollars per mile.
By late spring of 1836, the survey was still under way when
Charles Goldsborough asked Robert Butler, Florida’s surveyor
general, to suspend execution of the contract. In his reply Butler
indignantly wrote that, “The claimants urge its completion, the
Government expects its completion, and my duties require me
to say, that I expected its completion before this time.” 45 Yet
another year passed, and in January 1837, Butler asked Charles
Goldsborough to submit a report to be forwarded to Washington enumerating the cause or causes which led to the unusual
delay in fulfilling his contract. In a reply, dated February 6,
1837, Goldsborough stated, in part: “the very great difficulty
attending the survey of ‘Forbes Purchase,’ particularly that part
which is required by your department of making out exact returns, shewing the very many indentations on all lines, also the
43. The material in this section is adapted from the Annual Report, 1838,
16-17.
44. Carter, Territorial Papers, XXV, 195.
45. Robert Butler to Charles H. Goldsborough, May 10, 1836, ibid., 372.
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exact area of all the purchases can be the only excuse I have in
my power to offer for the long delay of handing in the returns.” 46 Finally, in June 1837, Butler acknowledged completion
of the survey by Goldsborough in a letter to his Washington
headquarters, and he requested a check for $4,000 to pay him. 47
By November Butler had discovered that the Goldsborough
survey contained considerable error. Upon questioning him
about this Goldsborough candidly replied in a letter that “A resurvey will be absolutely necessary, and I should have undertaken it myself long since, had my health have permitted it,
which has been bad and is at this time in rather a precarious
situation, and I have my doubts whether I could survive the
swamps of Appalachicola were I now to go in them.” 48
Butler lost no time in forwarding a copy of the Goldsborough
letter to James Whitcomb, commissioner of the General Land
Office, Washington. Butler also wrote: “When you shall have
examined the subject the enclosed copy of Goldsborough’s letter
have the goodness to inform me whether or not I shall employ
another Surveyor to execute the Survey at the expense of Mr.
Goldsborough and his securities, or at the public expense, leaving it optional with the government to bring suit on his Contract for failure as they may deem advisable.” 49
It is undetermined as to precisely what action, if any, the
government undertook with respect to the Goldsborough matter.
It is known, however, that another surveyor, R. B. Ker, finally
completed the survey for the land office. 50 Accordingly, on July
1, 1840, Butler furnished headquarters in Washington with
official, correct plats tying in the boundary lines of the Forbes
Purchase with those of surrounding lands. 51
Baltzell’s Report
G. F. Baltzell was an attorney and agent for the Apalachicola Land Company. 52 When the land office survey by Golds46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

Goldsborough to Butler, February 6, 1837, ibid., 373.
James Whitcomb to Butler, June 7, 1837, ibid., 398.
Goldsborough to Butler, November 28, 1837, ibid., 433.
Butler to Whitcomb, November 28, 1837, ibid., 432.
Butler to Whitcomb, April 3, 1840, ibid., XXVI, 129-30.
Whitcomb to Butler, June 29, 1840, ibid., 163-64.
The material in this section is adapted from the Annual Report, 1838,
11.
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borough began he was instructed to accompany the government
surveyors and to look out for the interests of the company. In
a report, Baltzell noted that in the northern part of the Purchase
Goldsborough adopted the old boundary line as run by Hartfield. He further reported that there was good hammock land
on Telogia Creek in the northern portion of the Apalachicola
lands. Near there he also found some pine land with a clay
foundation. There is no evidence, however, to indicate that
Baltzell accompanied Goldsborough for more than a short
period of time.
Shell Point Survey
The bluff of Shell Point was about five miles west of the
mouth of the St. Marks River. A few hundred acres of this bluff
was surveyed by H. A. Norris in 1837. It was, at that time,
“famous in that part of Florida, as well for its excellent fishing
as for its invigorating and healthful air.” It was said to possess
great advantages for “seabathing and as a summer retreat, it is
superior to any place of its kind on the coast.” This survey was
supposedly an outgrowth of pressure exerted upon the land
company by residents in the neighborhood who wanted the bluff
surveyed and lots of an acre or less laid out so that “they might
purchase and thus avail themselves of the opportunity of resorting there in the sickly season.” Norris stated that the situation was “delightful” with land rising from five to fifteen feet
above the water and having six feet of water near the shore. He
further noted that Shell Point was a long, narrow tongue of land,
covered with trees, and had a road running its entire length. 53
Hopkins’ Survey
In 1838, the Apalachicola Land Company instructed W. R.
Hopkins to survey all its property east of the Ochlockonee River.
In doing this Hopkins was able to use the range and township
system (except for the land in the Hartfield Survey), since Goldsborough had completed his boundary line survey. It was noted
that this would save a great deal of time and that most prospective buyers would be familiar with this system. Hopkins re53. Annual Report, 1837, 10-11.
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surveyed the Hartfield or Wakulla Survey stating that it was
largely comprised of rich hammock and pine land. There were
only a few sections of poor land, these in the northeast corner.
According to Hopkins there were several abandoned plantations
in the Hartfield Survey “and the growth of cane in the hammocks confirms the accounts given of its extra-ordinary fertility.”
West of the Ochlockonee Hopkins noted that springs and sinkholes were quite common. Some of these were from fifty to 100
feet in diameter “shewing no source or outlet, and very deep,
and where the sides are abrupt above and below the water, bordered with white limestone rock, and overhung with magnolia
and bay trees.”
In Hopkins’ opinion, Ochlockonee Bay was an important
part of the Purchase, and he predicted that a town would be
built at the edge of the bay. He noted that the entrance to it
was crooked but vessels drawing up to seven feet of water could
enter, and with a little excavation vessels of ten feet draft could
be admitted. Such a harbor would be one of the finest on the
coast in that it would be almost completely landlocked and
not too large. To Hopkins, it appeared that next to the town of
Apalachicola, Ochlockonee Bay was the most important part of
the Purchase. Hopkins also mentioned Shell Point, the village
laid out less than a year before. In August 1837, a gale occurring
at high tide placed most of the point under water drowning a
number of fishermen. Hopkins further stated that “As the place
is now considered insecure, it will be in bad repute for some
years to come.” He thought that the land company should abandon all idea of building up Shell Point until a later date. 54
Wiltse’s Survey
S. C. Wiltse, an assistant surveyor probably accompanying
Hopkins, made a timber inventory survey of the land east of
the Ochlockonee River in 1838. According to Wiltse, “there [was]
comparatively an inexhaustible quantity of the first quality
of yellow pine.” He also noted that “It will not be necessary
to move any part of this timber more than five or six miles
54. Ibid., 38-46. Of all the surveys mentioned in the present report Hopkins’
is the most detailed. He gave a township-by-township account of what
he saw.
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in order to bring it to a navigable river or railroad; and in no
case more than fifteen miles to a place whence it can be shipped
to any desirable port.” Wiltse further stated that steam saw mills
could be constructed very readily and that much lumber could
be disposed of in the vicinity of the Purchase. In his opinion,
“as soon as the facts relative to the lumber advantages for
manufacturing and conveying it to market are sufficiently developed, an inducement will be presented to lumbermen not to
be resisted.” 55
McIver and Williams’ Survey
The land west of the Ochlockonee River was considered to
be the worst part of the Purchase as far as agriculture was concerned. 56 It was therefore the last part to be surveyed. In 1855
and 1856, two surveyors, McIver and Williams, surveyed almost
all of that territory. They utilized the range and township system and made a fairly comprehensive survey, indicating settlement and surface conditions of the area.
*
*
*
Although the information given by the various surveys tends
to be of a general nature, several facts emerge: first, the Purchase was apparently lacking valuable mineral resources, second,
with perhaps the exception of the territory included in the Little
River and Hartfield surveys, the Forbes Purchase had poor agricultural lands, third, the land east of the Ochlockonee River
had an abundant supply of timber - especially pine - which could
be removed with relative ease, and finally, the land west of the
Ochlockonee River had little potential value and was the last
part of the Apalachicola lands to be surveyed.
It should be recalled that the surveys are here introduced
chronologically and that by 1835, when the Apalachicola Land
Company was formed, only a small portion of the total Purchase
had been surveyed in detail It is likely that the company’s New
York stockholders believed that a tract of land as large as the
Forbes Purchase had to hold untold resources. However, the
55. Ibid., 47-48.
56. The information for this section is adapted from the “Plat Book of
the Forbes Purchase,” bound manuscript maps, found in the Robert
L. Strozier Library.
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surveys proved them wrong. It is therefore not surprising that
the Apalachicola Land Company was never a great success.
As an object of speculation the Forbes Purchase not only
originated in a chaotic era, but was hampered for many years
by uncertain title to the land. Its development was also hindered by a lack of good agricultural land as well as by competition from the United States itself, which was selling new lands
in the American West at the same time the Apalachicola Land
Company was getting started. After a long downhill trend the
land company became insolvent, and in 1858, the company’s
remaining land - nearly all of the original amount with the exception of a few town lots in Apalachicola - was placed in receivership and ordered by the court to be sold to satisfy outstanding debts 57 By 1861, the entire Forbes Purchase had been
disposed of, presumably bringing only a few cents per acre.
Today the Purchase is essentially a survey reference in land title
descriptions.
57. City of Apalachicola v. Lewis Curtis et al. 9 Galbraith (Florida), 343-44
(1861).
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SPANISH TREATIES WITH WEST FLORIDA
INDIANS, 1784-1802
by JACK D. L. HOLMES *
“‘For Indians will attach themselves to & Serve them
best who Supply their Necessities.” 1
HEN BERNARDO DE GALVEZ raised the lion-and-castle banner
over Pensacola in 1781, British rule in West Florida came
to a close and the Gulf of Mexico was again a Spanish sea.
Keeping it thus was another matter, however, for the young and
restless nation to the north was expansionist minded. One of
the keys to Spanish defense of Louisiana and West Florida was
the presence of 20,000 Indians whose friendship and support
would determine who would control the area. Spanish governors and commandants signed various treaties with these Indians
between 1784 and 1802. Basically, there were two types of
treaties: defensive alliances for mutual protection against foreign
encroachment, and treaties which ceded small bits of territory
upon which Spain erected fortifications and warehouses from
which to supply the Indians with trade goods.
The first treaty came as a result of Indian initiative. Alexander McGillivray, the son of a Scotch trader and a prominent
Creek squaw, wrote the commandant of Pensacola on behalf of
the Talapuche (Tallapoosa) segment of the Creek nation seeking
Spanish protection for Indian lands against the tide of American
frontiersmen already crossing the mountains toward tribal hunting lands. McGillivray had supported England during the American Revolution and now he was turning to Spain. 2
The Pensacola Congress took place from May 30 to June 1,
1784. McGillivray represented the Indians, and Spain was repre-

* Mr. Holmes is professor of history at the University of Alabama in
Birmingham. This paper was read at the Florida Historical Society
meeting in Pensacola, May 9, 1969.
1. Alexander McGillivray to Arturo O’Neill, Little Tallassie, January 1,
1784, quoted in John Walton Caughey, McGillivray of the Creeks
(Norman, Oklahoma, 1938), 65.
2. Ibid., xv-xvi, 24-25; Charles Gayarre, History of Louisiana, the Spanish
Domination (New York, 1854), 157-60.
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sented by acting Governor-General Esteban Miro; Martin Navarro, Spanish intendant of Louisiana and West Florida; and
Colonel Arturo O’Neill, commandant of Pensacola. Thirteen
articles were discussed in turn and Sewanee and Talapuche
chiefs agreed to accept all of them. The treaty signed on June
1 established a defensive alliance between Spain and these
Indians, who promised to “Maintain an Inviolable Peace and
fidelity” toward Spain and with other tribes. They promised
to sacrifice their lives in defending Spanish territory if called
upon and to render obedience to Spanish orders and regulations. No stranger who urged an attack against Spain was to
be permitted in their villages, and if any appeared they were to
be arrested and sent to Pensacola under guard. The Indians
promised not to give sanctuary to deserters or Negro slaves, and
runaways presently in the Talapuche villages were to be returned to Spanish authorities. The Indians promised not to
commit depredations or robberies against settlers, to discourage
horse and cattle thefts, and agreed to return all stolen property
to the rightful owners. If an Indian should slay a Spaniard, the
tribe would execute the murderer and turn his head over to the
Spanish commandant. If a Spaniard should kill an Indian he
would be punished according to Spanish laws. In return, Spain
promised to provide adequate trading goods at moderate prices
and established a written schedule of how many skins would be
required for such items as cloth, muskets, axes, and other tools. 3
Spain also agreed to protect and guarantee Creek tribal lands
against encroachment from Georgia, provided these lands were
within the boundaries claimed by Spain, that is, south of 32 o
28'. 4
3 . Copies of the schedule, together with instructions to traders dealing with
the Talapuches, Pensacola, June 1, 1784, are in Archivo Historico
Nacional (Madrid), Seccion de Estado (hereinafter cited as AHN,
EST.), legajo 3885; and Archivo General de Indias (Sevilla), Papeles procedentes de la Isla de Cuba (hereinafter cited as AGI, PC), legajo
2360. Transcripts are in the Mississippi Provincial Archives, Mississippi
State Department of Archives and History (Jackson), Spanish Dominion
(hereinafter cited as MPA), II, 186-89, 189-92. The schedule is translated in John Walton Caughey, “Alexander McGillivray and the Creek
Crisis, 1783-1784,” New Spain and the Anglo-American West, ed. George
P. Hammond, 2 vols. (Lancaster, Pa., 1932), I, 285-86.
4. Copies of the treaty are in AHN, EST,, leg. 3885 and AGI, PC, leg.
2360; transcript in MPA, II, 170-83. It is translated in American State
Papers, Foreign Affairs, I, 278-79. Essential parts are in Caughey,
McGillivray, 75-77.
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As a result of the Pensacola conference, McGillivray was
named Spanish commissioner for the Talapuches at a yearly
stipend of $600. 5 Eight Talapuche chiefs received “Great Medals”
while “Small Medals” were given to six other chiefs. The Indians were generously supplied with powder, rum, and provisions
for the ten-day return journey to their villages. 6 A far-reaching
result of the Pensacola treaty was the decision to change Spain’s
traditional commercial exclusivism and permit a non-Spanish
firm, the house of William Panton, Leslie and Company, to have
a monopoly of the Indian trade. McGillivray had pointed out
that without a certain supply of quality trading merchandise,
Spain would be unable to maintain the friendship of the Indians,
and he favored Panton. 7
Miro took satisfaction in the successful conclusion of the
first important treaty of his administration, and he wrote, “I
have safely concluded the Congress of Pensacola with the Talapuche nation, whose friendship remains well-established by
means of the thirteen articles of the convention.” 8 But Miro
was not content to rest on his laurels: his next step was to win
the other southern Indians for Spain and his destination was
Mobile.
Three Indian nations were represented in the negotiations at
Mobile: the Alibamons, 9 the Choctaws, and the Chickasaws.
5. Esteban Miro to Joseph de Ezpeleta, No. 66, New Orleans, August 1,
1784, AGI, PC, leg. 1394, and translated in Dispatches of the Spanish
Governors of Louisiana, 5 books of 5 vols. each (W.P.A. typescript
translations of Library of Congress photostats from Spanish archives;
Tulane University Archives), Book 3, Vol. XIII, 6-9. This important
dispatch summarizes the work of Miro at the Pensacola and Mobile
conferences
6. Caroline Maude Burson, The Stewardship of Don Esteban Miro, 17821792 (New Orleans, 1940), 53.
7 . L a w r e n c e K i n n a i r d ( e d . ) , Spain in the Mississippi Valley, 1765-1794,
Vols. II-IV, American Historical Association Annual Report for 1945, 3
parts (Washington, 1946-1949), Pt. II, xvi. On Panton, see Miro and
Navarro to Marques de Sonora (Joseph de Galvez), No. 6, New Orleans,
March 24, 1787, AGI, Audiencia de Santo Domingo, leg. 2552; Decision
of the Supreme Council of State, San Lorenzo, September 22, 1788, AHN.
EST., leg. 3885 -bis; Marie Taylor Greenslade, “William Panton,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XIV (October 1935), 107-29; Jack D. L.
Holmes (ed.), Documentos ineditos para la historia de la Luisiana,
1792-1810 (Madrid, 1963), 236 note.
8. Miro to Ezpeleta, No. 63, Mobile, June 28, 1784, AGI, PC, leg. 1394,
and translated in Dispatches of the Spanish Governors of Louisiana,
Book 3, Vol. XIII, 3. Cf. Miro to Joseph de Galvez, New Orleans, July
1, 1784, index of enclosed documents, AHN, EST., leg. 3885.
9. On the history of the Alibamon (or Alibamu), see Frederick Webb
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Therefore, there was not one Mobile Treaty but three. 10 The
first meetings were held between the three Spanish negotiatorsMiro, Navarro, and Lieutenant Colonel Enrique le Gallois
Grimarest, the commandant of Fort Carlota of Mobile - and the
delegations representing the Alibamons and Chickasaws. Miro
was pleasantly surprised to see the large contingent from the
latter tribe which had been hostile to Spain during the American
Revolution.
On June 21, 1784, the festivities began. 11 The Chickasaws
appeared solemn, but the Alibamons danced the calumet and
seemed quite merry by contrast. “I have called the two Nations
together,” Miro said, “to speak with you jointly and show that
the Spainard does not speak with duplicity as might have appeared had I called you separately. . . . I speak to you as a father
to his children.” The usual flowery speeches were exchanged,
after which the delegates got down to business and discussed the
same articles which the Talapuches had agreed to at Pensacola.
On June 23, 1784, the treaty was signed on behalf of the ten
Alibamon chiefs representing nine villages by Pedro Lujan, the
Spanish Indian commissioner to the Alibamons, and by Simon
Favre, the interpreter of Indian languages. Miro, Navarro, and
Grimarest signed on behalf of Spain. A schedule similar to
that established for the Talapuches was also drawn up. 12 The
Chickasaws, representing six villages, also signed nine articles
of agreement on June 23, the gist of which was the same as the
other treaties. 13
Next it was the turn of the Choctaws. Miro was uncertain
whether the Choctaws would attend the Mobile meetings, and

10.

11.
12.

13.

Hodge (ed.), Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico, 2 vols.
(Washington, 1907; reprinted New York, 1959), I, 43-44.
Some writers on Indian affairs in the Old Southwest have confused the
Mobile and Pensacola treaties: Jane M. Berry, “Indian Policy of Spain
in the Southwest, 1783-1795,” Mississippi Valley Historical Review, III,
(March 1917), 464; Mary A. M. O’Callaghan, “The Indian Policy of
Carondelet in Spanish Louisiana, 1792-1797” (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of California, 1942), 32-33.
Burson, Miro, 53, states the conference began on June 22, 1784, but
minutes of the conferences in MPA, II, 109-24, show otherwise.
Copies of the treaty are in AGI, PC, leg. 2360 and AHN, EST., leg.
3885; transcript in MPA, II, 125-27. The schedule of prices, applied
equally to the Chickasaws and Choctaws, is dated June 23, 1784, AHN,
EST., leg. 3885 and AGI, PC, leg. 2360; transcript in MPA, II, 192-99.
Copies of the treaty are in AGI, PC, leg. 2360 and AHN, EST., leg.
3885; transcript in MPA, II, 162-70.
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on April 15, 1784, he sent Captain Juan de la Villebeuvre to
their villages to drum up support for the congress. 14 The Choctaws were among the most powerful and bellicose Indians in
West Florida and were often at war with the Creeks, Chickasaws, and even the Caddos of western Louisiana. 15 It would
be a significant victory for Miro to bring them into the network
of defense alliances. Thus he saw the arrival of 185 great and
small medal chiefs and captains representing fifty-nine Choctaw
towns as a favorable sign. In the treaty signed on July 14, 1784,
the Choctaws agreed to the same articles as had the other Indians
with one exception: they insisted that they be issued adequate
provisions when they came to Mobile or New Orleans to trade.
Miro readily assented to this provision 16 and signed the treaty
with Lieutenant-Colonel Grimarest. Pedro Juzan, Spanish commissioner for Indians in the Mobile District, and Simon Favre,
the Choctaw language interpreter, signed on behalf of the 185
Choctaw chiefs and captains. 17
Miro had reason to be proud of the work accomplished at
Pensacola and Mobile. By economic means Spain had accomplished what earlier diplomacy had failed to do: “erect the
Southern Indian tribes into a barrier between the United States
and the Spanish empire in North America.” 18 The cost at Mobile had been surprisingly low. From June 16 to July 16, the
Spanish quartermaster had distributed the following provisions
to the Chickasaws, Choctaws, and Alibamons: fifteen tons of
fresh bread, almost seven tons of fresh meat, 1,277 pounds of
bacon, twenty-seven tons of rice, fourteen tons of beans, 892
barrels of corn, and seventy-one pots of bear fat. 19

14. Miro’s instructions to de la Villebeuvre, New Orleans, April 15, 1784,
AGI, PC, leg. 2360; transcript in MPA, II, 85-89.
15. Hodge, Handbook of American Indians, 288-89. On the Choctaw divisions, towns, and chiefs, see Jack D. L. Holmes (ed.), “The Choctaws in
1795,” Alabama Historical Quarterly, XXX (Spring 1968), 33-49.
16. Miro to Ezpeleta, No. 66, New Orleans, August 1, 1784, AGI, PC, leg.
1394; Burson, Miro, 54.
17. Copies of the treaty are in AGI, PC, legs. 15 and 2360 and AHN, EST.,
leg. 3885; transcript in MPA, II, 129-43. It is printed in Manuel Serrano y Sanz, Espana y los indios cherokis y chactas en la segunda
mitad del siglo xviii (Sevilla, 1916), 82-85.
18. Arthur P. Whitaker, The Spanish-American Frontier: 1783-1795, The
Westward Movement and the Spanish Retreat in the Mississippi Valley
(New York, 1927; reprinted Gloucester, Mass., 1962), 43.
19. Reports of Lorenzo Chouriac, guarda-almacen (storehouse-keeper),

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol48/iss2/1

34

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 48, Number 2
T REATIES W ITH W EST F LORIDA I NDIAN’S

145

As long as the Indians could obtain goods from Panton, the
network of alliances with Spain checked the southwestward expansion of the United States, although the policy was not a
complete success. That Spain had discovered the key to dealing
with the Indians is indicated when Samuel Mitchell, agent for
the United States to the Choctaws, wrote in 1798 that to keep the
Choctaws peaceful it would be advisable to make use of Panton
and his numerous traders. 20
The Indians took their obligations under the treaties quite
seriously, sometimes too much so. When Americans poured into
the Tensaw and Tombigbee river valleys of the Mobile District
after the American Revolution, the Talapuche and Alibamon
warriors threatened to massacre them. It was necessary for Miro
to issue a warning to McGillivray and other chiefs not to harm
these settlers because they had become loyal Spanish vassals.
Apparently the Indians could not distinguish between an American settler loyal to Spain and one loyal to the United States. To
prevent the outbreak of hostilities, Mobile commandant Vicente
Folch y Juan ordered the construction of Fort San Esteban de
Tombecbe on the Tombigbee River as a show of Spanish power
and determination to protect the settlements. 21 Nor was the
threat against the Mobile District settlers an isolated incident.
In the Natchez District bordering the Mississippi, wandering war
parties of Talapuche and Choctaw murdered outlying settlements and forced the construction of a frontier stockade at
Bayou Pierre. 22 Still, all things considered, the Pensacola and
Mobile treaties generally kept the Indians at peace with the
settlers and with each other.
The United States realized the value of winning over the
same Indians and tried to offset the Spanish head-start by sendMobile, July 16, 1784, AGI, PC, leg. 271, and translated in Kinnaird,
Spain in the Mississippi Valley, II, 102-07. On the significance of the
Pensacola and Mobile conferences, see also Navarro to Joseph de
Galvez, No. 239, New Orleans, July 27, 1784, AGI, PC, leg. 2360; transcript in MPA, II, 145-62.
20. Samuel Mitchell to William Panton, at John Pitchlynn’s in the Choctaw Nation, March 13, 1798, Forbes Collection, Mobile Public Library.
21. Miro to McGillivray, New Orleans, May 22, 1789, AGI, PC, leg. 2360;
Jack D. L. Holmes, “Notes on the Spanish Fort San Esteban de Tombecbe,” Alabama Review, XVIII (October 1965), 281-82.
22. Jack D. L. Holmes, Gayoso: the Life of a Spanish Governor in the
Mississippi Valley, 1789-1799 (Baton Rouge, 1965; reprinted Gloucester,
Mass., 1968), 144.
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ing Indian agents to persuade the tribes to accept American
presents and sign alliances with the United States. The Cherokees, who had not been included in the Pensacola or Mobile
treaties and whose villages obviously lay in territory claimed by
the United States, were persuaded to sign treaties in 1785 and
1791. In 1790 McGillivray was invited to come to New York
where he signed an unpopular treaty ceding some of the Creek
lands to the United States, while he accepted a brigadier’s commission and an annual pension three times what Spain had been
paying him. 23
Governor William Blount of the Southwest territory was
named acting Superintendent for Indian Affairs in the Southern
District; General James Robertson of Nashville served as agent
to the Chickasaws; Leonard Shaw worked with the Cherokees;
and James Seagrove labored among the Creeks. The policy of
the United States toward these Indians was “to prevent their
forming any alliance with the hostile tribes north of the Ohio
River, to extend American control gradually into the Indian
country, and to promote trade.” 24
Francisco Luis Hector, Baron de Carondelet, who succeeded
Miro as governor-general of Louisiana and West Florida in December 1791, moved to check these American gains. General
Robertson wrote Carondelet in 1792 that the United States was
about to conclude a treaty with the Choctaws and Chickasaws
which would “promote peace and tranquility.” 25 Although
Spanish officials complained to the Americans about their
signing treaties with tribes already under the protection of
Spain, 26 the Spaniards realized there was little they could do to

23. Whitaker, Spanish-American Frontier, 133-39; Caughey, McGillivray,
40-46.
24. Kinnaird, Spain in the Mississippi Valley, Pt. III, xiv. See also Randolph C. Downes, “Indian Affairs in the Southwest Territory, 17901796,” Tennessee Historical Magazine, Series II, Vol. III (January 1937),
240-68; Robert S. Cotterill, “Federal Indian Management in the South,
1789-1825,” Mississippi Valley Historical Review, XX (December 1933),
333-52; American State Papers, Class II: Indian Affairs, I, 246-50.
25. Robertson to Carondelet, Nashville Territory, May 25, 1792, Kinnaird,
Spain in the Mississippi Valley, Pt. III, 40-41.
26. Gayoso to William Blount, Walnut Hills, July 21, 1793, AGI, PC, leg.
208; translated in D.C. and Roberta Corbitt (trans. and ed.), “Papers
from the Spanish Archives relating to Tennessee and the Old Southwest,” Publications of the East Tennessee Historical Society, No. 34
(1962), 91-94.
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stop them because they considered the Indians independent
nations.
Carondelet did try to block the execution of these treaties,
however, and in March 1792, he sent Captain Pedro Olivier to
the Creek villages to whip up opposition to the drawing of the
boundary line agreed upon at the Treaty of New York. Olivier’s
task was not difficult, inasmuch as the treaty was highly unpopular among the Creeks, and when Olivier promised them
Spanish support if they would refuse to part with a single foot
of land to the United States, the Creeks refused to go along
with the American commissioners. 27
Next Carondelet persuaded McGillivray to come to New
Orleans where, on July 6, 1792, he signed a treaty guaranteeing
all Creek lands as they had existed at the time of the Pensacola
Treaty of 1784. The Creeks would give the Americans who had
settled on their lands two months to retire. If they did not do
so, Spain would provide the Creeks with arms and powder “not
only to defend their territories, but also to recuperate the
usurped lands.” 28
While Olivier and Carondelet thus neutralized American
influence among the Creeks, Captain Juan de la Villebeuvre attended the Muscle Shoals conference where the American commissioners were trying to develop an alliance with delegates from
the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Cherokees. 29 Because
the Cherokees had been left out of the earlier treaties, Carondelet, in 1792, invited one of the leading chiefs, Bloody Fellow,
to come to New Orleans. Accompanied by his son, the Cherokee
chief listened to Carondelet and Gayoso and agreed to send
delegates to a “summit conference” the following year. Although
the treaties of Hopewell (1785) and Holston (1791) had tied
the Cherokees to the United States, Carondelet felt that Spain
27. Seagrove to President (Washington) of the U.S., Rock Landing, on the
River Oconee in Georgia, July 5, 1792, American State Papers, Class
II: Indian Affairs, I, 304; Berry, “Spanish and Indian Policy,” 470-71.
Olivier had been named commissioner to the Creeks by royal order of
October 1791 at an annual salary of $800. Salaries of Louisiana government officials, c. 1795, AGI, PC, leg. 184-A.
28. A copy of the treaty dated New Orleans, July 6, 1792, is in the Bancroft Library (Berkeley), Louisiana Collection, Box 3, folder 231. It is
also translated in Kinnaird, Spain in the Mississippi Valley, Pt. III,
57-58.
29. Carondelet’s instructions to de la Villebeuvre, New Orleans, April 4,
1792, AGI, PC, leg. 18.
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could play the same game that the United States had played by
signing treaties with those nations under Spanish protection. 30
Governor Manuel Gayoso de Lemos of the Natchez District
conferred with the pro-American Chickasaw chief Piomingo 31 in
April 1792 and did his utmost to win him over to Spain by
offering him Spanish arms for defense. Piomingo left Natchez
content with the hospitality, presents, and promises, and agreed
to attend a full-scale conference the following year. 32 Franchimastabe, an important Choctaw chief who had signed the
Mobile Treaty in 1784, was also persuaded to join a Choctaw
delegation, thanks to the excellent work of Gayoso’s adjutant,
Stephen Minor. 33 From October 26 through October 28, 1793,
great and small medal chiefs, warriors, women, and children
from the Alibamon, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Talapuche
nations met with Gayoso at the Spanish post of Nogales, located
at the confluence of the Yazoo and Mississippi rivers near presentday Vicksburg. Although the Cherokees had not sent delegates,
“being engaged in a campaign against the United States,” their
interests were represented by five chiefs of the Creek, Talapuche,
and Alibamon nations. 34
The Treaty of Nogales was the most significant accomplishment in Spanish-Indian relations for West Florida. The “treaty
of friendship and guarantee” contained nineteen articles, the
most important of which was Article IV: “The Chickasaw, Creek,
Talapuche, Alibamon, Cherokee and Choctaw nations make an
offensive and defensive alliance, so that generally and particularly they promise to consider each other as part of their own
nation, to render them aid reciprocally and not to take any essential step that may affect the security and preservation of each
one without consulting the others.” Spain guaranteed the boundaries of the signatory tribes and promised to protect them against
encroachment in the areas over which Spain held dominion.

30. Arthur P. Whitaker, “Spain and the Cherokee Indians, 1783-98,” North
Carolina Historical Review, IV (July 1927), 252-69.
31. Piomingo was known to the Spaniards as Taboca, to the English as
Captain Snagle, and to the Americans as Mountain Leader. Holmes,
Documentos de Luisiana, 209-10 note.
32. Gayoso to Carondelet, No. 2, confidential, Natchez, April 14, 1792, AGI.
PC, leg. 2353.
33. Holmes, Gayoso, 146-47.
34. Whitaker, “Spain and the Cherokee Indians,” 260-61.
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Annual presents would be given the Chickasaws on the bank of
the Mississippi (presumably at the Chickasaw Bluffs); to the
Creeks, Talapuches, and Cherokees, at Pensacola; to the Alibamon at Mobile. The Choctaws would select their distribution
center at a later date. Spanish Indian commissioners would be
welcomed in the Indian villages and towns and serve as liaison
between the red men and their white protectors. 35 This was particularly important, inasmuch as these Indian commissioners
could prevent the renewal of American efforts to win back the
Indians.
Unfortunately for Spain, the Indians did not honor all the
terms of the treaty. Traditional rivalry between the Chickasaws
and the Talapuches had broken out into war in 1793 and again
in 1795, and Spain was in the ironic position of supplying both
sides with arms, although Gayoso and Carondelet were finally
able to stop hostilities by careful diplomacy with the war
chiefs. 36 James Seagrove, on an expedition to Tuckaubatchee in
November 1793, tried to persuade the Creeks to live up to their
New York treaty, but the hostility of the Creeks, emboldened by
Spanish promises of aid, forced him to flee for his life. 37 Although Spain had increased its expenses on Indian affairs from
a mere $4,000 in 1769, to $55,209 in 1794, comprising ten per
cent of her total expenditures in Louisiana and West Florida, she
had accomplished the goal of creating a vast Indian barrier
against the United States. 38 Although some historians have
claimed Spanish policy was a failure, 39 is must be admitted that
when the United States, thanks to the Treaty of San Lorenzo
(1795), moved to the thirty-first parallel in West Florida she
35. Five original copies of the Nogales Treaty are in AGI, PC, leg. 2353.
Additional copies are in legs. 121 and 2363, and in AHN, EST., leg.
3898. It is printed in Serrano y Sanz, Espana y los indios, 91-92; summaries are in Gayarre, Louisiana, 328-29, and Holmes, Gayoso, 150-54.
See also Thomas R. Hay, “Treaty of Nogales,” Dictionary of American
Biography, ed. James Truslow Adams, 5 vols. (New York, 1940), III,
136.
36. Carondelet to Juan de la Villebeuvre, New Orleans, March 25, 1795,
AGI, PC, leg. 22; Knoxville Gazette, October 2, 1795; Berry, “Indian
Policy of Spain,” 474-75.
37. Daniel M. Smith, “James Seagrove and the Mission to Tuckaubatchee,
1793,” Georgia Historical Quarterly, XLIV (March 1960), 41-55.
38. Holmes, Gayoso, 154.
39. See for example, Ray Allen Billington, The Westward Movement in
the United States (Princeton, 1959), 33: “. . . the Indian alliances soon
collapsed. . . .”
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encountered stiff opposition from those Indians still loyal to
Spain. 40
The Seminole Indians opposed both Spain and the United
States, however, and under the direction of William Augustus
Bowles, self-styled Director-General of the State of Muskogee, 41
they attacked and captured Panton’s storehouse at St. Marks in
1792. 42 In May 1800, Bowles forced the surrender of Fort San
Marcos itself. A full-scale naval and land expedition under the
command of Folch recovered St. Marks and placed a bounty on
the head of Bowles. The American agent among the Creeks,
Benjamin Hawkins, also opposed Bowles and suggested that
the Creeks capture the adventurer and turn him over to Spanish
officials. Bowles was captured by a band of Upper Creeks, taken
to Havana, and imprisoned. He died in 1805, but he left behind him a legacy of Seminole hatred toward the United States. 43
Seminole hostility toward Spain was also demonstrated when
a band of Seminoles and Lower Creeks attacked the boundary
commission encamped near the confluence of the Chattahoochee
and Flint rivers in 1799. Although Bowles had not yet returned
to West Florida at the time, the Seminoles apparently expected
him to arrive soon and were emboldened in their hostility. 44 To
nullify the influence of Bowles among the Seminoles, LieutenantColonel Jacobo Dubreuil, commandant of St. Marks, called
twenty-two chiefs of the Miccosukee and other Seminole villages
to a conference, where on August 20, 1802, they agreed to twelve
articles. The Indians agreed to give up their Spanish and Negro
slave prisoners in West Florida and near St. Augustine in East
Florida. They promised not to give aid or support to Bowles;
contrariwise they agreed to expel him from their villages and
to allow Spanish troops to chase him from the land. The Span-

40. Holmes, Gayoso, 174-75, 194, 235-37.
41. J. Leitch Wright, Jr., William Augustus Bowles, Director General of
the Creek Nation (Athens, 1967).
42. Lawrence Kinnaird, “The Significance of William Augustus Bowles’
Seizure of Panton’s Apalachee Store in 1792,” Florida Historical Quarterly, IX (January 1931), 156-92.
43. Jack D. L. Holmes, Honor and Fidelity, the Louisiana Infantry Regiment and the Louisiana Militia Companies, 1766-1821 (Birmingham,
1965), 72.
44. Jack D. L. Holmes, “The Southern Boundary Commission, the Chattahoochee River, and the Florida Seminoles, 1799,” Florida Historical
Quarterly, XLIV (April 1966), 312-41.
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iards agreed to reestablish a trading post supplied with adequate
goods at a fair price in exchange for pelts and livestock brought
in by the Indians to trade. The Indians agreed to have nothing
to do with ships plying the Florida coast from Pensacola to
St. Augustine unless they were authorized by the Spanish commandant, and they promised to bar all strangers and unauthorized traders from their villages. 45 The treaty was probably
more popular with Spain than with the Seminoles; “some accepted it in good faith, most were apathetic, while a sizable
minority was not even represented at St. Marks,” concludes one
historian. 46
The other type of treaty signed between Spain and the West
Florida Indians involved the cession of strategic bits of land on
which Carondelet constructed frontier forts to protect the Indians, to maintain a trading post, and to prevent incursions from
the United States. In 1789 when the South Carolina Yazoo
Company persuaded the Georgia legislature to grant them
10,000,000 acres of land in West Florida, 47 Governor Gayoso led
an expedition to the Walnut Hills (Nogales) where, from March
23 to May 10, 1791, he supervised the clearing of brush and the
construction of Fort Nogales dominating the Mississippi River.
This would become one of Spain’s most important defensive
bastions on the river. 48
The Choctaws complained that the fort was on their hunting
lands and demanded that the Spanish governor remove it at
once. Gayoso sent Stephen Minor on two missions to the Choctaw villages in 1791 and 1792, the result of which was to persuade Franchimastabe and other Choctaw chiefs to join with
Chickasaw delegates at a conference in Natchez. They arrived
at Cole’s Creek on May 10, 1792, and four days later agreed to
sign the Treaty of Natchez by which they ceded the Walnut
Hills to Spain for $2,000 in presents. Adding the $500 in entertainment expenses, Gayoso proudly wrote that Spain had

45. Preliminary Treaty of Peace, Fort San Marcos de Apalachee, August
20, 1802, AGI, PC, leg. 142-B.
46. Wright, Bowles, 155.
47. Charles H. Haskins, “The Yazoo Land Companies,” Papers of the
American Historical Association, V, Part 4 (1891), 66; Gayoso to Carondelet, No. 34, Natchez, April 6, 1792, AGI, PC, leg. 152.
48. Holmes, Gayoso, 145-46.
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gained a vital military post and had kept the Indians happy at
the same time. 49
When Bloody Fellow, the Cherokee chief, visited Gayoso in
1792, he urged the establishment of Spanish forts at Muscle
Shoals and on the site of the old French Fort Tombecbe. 50 Juan
de la Villebeuvre, the Spanish commissioner to the Choctaws,
gained the consent of that tribe also, and on May 10, 1793, signed
the Treaty of Boukfouka. Twenty-four great and small medal
Choctaw and Chickasaw chiefs were represented by the interpreter, Simon Favre, and Thomas Price, who joined de la Villebeuvre and two other Spaniards in signing the treaty. 51 For less
than $1,000 Spain had acquired thirty square arpents of land
on which a fort was constructed the following year and named
Fort Confederation in honor of the alliance signed at Nogales
in October 1793. The Treaty of Mobile was reaffirmed, and
Spain promised to establish a trading post to supply the Choctaws with their needs. Fort Confederation was demolished and
the post evacuated in the spring of 1797, in keeping with the
terms of the Treaty of San Lorenzo, signed two years earlier. 52
The Chickasaw Bluffs cession of June 20, 1795, enabled Governor Gayoso to obtain six square miles of land in what is today
49. Ibid., 146-50. Copies of the treaty are in AGI, PC, legs. 1446 and 2353;
and enclosed in Carondelet to Conde de Floridablanca, No. 28, confidential, New Orleans, May 22, 1792, AHN, EST., leg. 3898. It is
printed in Manuel Serrano y Sanz (ed.), Documentos historicos de la
Florida y la Luisiana siglos xvi al xviii (Madrid, 1912), 436-39; an English translation with the date mistakenly given as May 14, 1790, is in
American State Papers, Foreign Relations, I, 280.
50. Carondelet to Conde de Aranda, No. 23, confidential, New Orleans, November 20, 1792, AHN, EST., leg. 3898; Carondelet to Las Casas, No. 57,
confidential, New Orleans, November 20, 1792, AGI, PC, leg. 2353. Old
French Fort Tombecbe is located near Epes, Alabama, just north of
Livingston where U.S. highway 11 crosses the Tombigbee River.
51. A copy of the treaty is enclosed with Carondelet’s supporting letter
to Duque de Alcudia (Manuel de Godoy), confidential, New Orleans,
June 11, 1793, AHN, EST., leg. 3898. It is printed in Serrano y Sanz,
Espana y los indios, 90.
52. Carondelet to Alcudia, No. 24, confidential, New Orleans, January 18,
1794, AGI, Audiencia de Santo Domingo, leg. 2531; Carondelet to Alcudia, No. 10, confidential, New Orleans, June 11, 1793, AHN, EST.,
leg. 3898. For Antonio Palao’s plans of Fort Confederation in the AGI,
see Jack D. L. Holmes, “Maps, Plans and Charts of Colonial Alabama
in French and Spanish Archives,” Alabama Historical Quarterly, XXVII
(Spring-Summer 1965), 20-21. On the evacuation, see Juan Ventura
Morales to Pedro Varela y Ulloa, No. 9, confidential, New Orleans,
March 31, 1797, AHN, EST., leg. 3902; Arthur P. Whitaker, The
Mississippi Question, 1795-1803, a Study in Trade, Politics and Diplomacy (New York, 1934), 54-56.
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down-town Memphis. While Benjamin Fooy, Spanish interpreter
and agent to the Chickasaws, worked for the consent of the tribe,
a pro-Spanish Chickasaw chief named Ugulayacabe visited Gayoso and listened to his proposition that the Indians permit
Spain to establish a trading post on the bluffs protected by a
military force and a fort.
Without having received prior permission from the Chickasaws, but apparently confident of success, Gayoso personally led
an expedition of the Spanish squadron of the Mississippi to a
strip of land on the west bank of the Mississippi opposite the
Chickasaw Bluffs, where on May 20, 1795, he established Campo
de la Esperanza (near present-day Hopefield, Arkansas). Ten
days later he celebrated his birthday by hoisting the Bourbon
banner over the bluffs as the artillery of the land and naval
batteries fired salutes. Work was immediately begun on Fort
San Fernando de las Barrancas. On June 20, 1795, Fooy accompanied Payehuma and Ulathaupaye (William Glover), leading
p r o - S p a n iChickasaw
sh
chiefs, as they signed at the bottom of
a map indicating the boundaries of the cession which they consented to in the name of the entire Chickasaw nation. 53
Despite outraged protests from Washington and the frontier
capitals, and despite threats to dislodge the Spaniards by force
if they failed to evacuate the fort immediately, Gayoso employed
his squadron and urged the engineer, Juan Maria Perchet, to
complete the fortifications. Spain remained in control of this
strategic post where the Chickasaws received their annual
presents until March 1797, when, in accordance with the Treaty
of San Lorenzo, the fort was dismantled and moved to the west
bank, much to the chagrin of the pro-Spanish Chickasaw chiefs
who felt betrayed. 54
53. Copies of the treaty are in AHN, EST., legs. 3899 and 3902; AGI, PC,
leg. 2354; Archivo General de Simancas, Mapas, XIX-45; and MPA, V,
887. It has been published in Jack D. L. Holmes, Gallant Emissary:
The Political Career of Manuel Gayoso de Lemos in the Mississippi
Valley, 1789-1799 (Ann Arbor, 1959), 87; and Holmes, Documentos de
Luisana, appendix. For details behind the Spanish-American rivalry for
control of the Chickasaw Bluffs, see Jack D. L. Holmes, “SpanishAmerican Rivalry over the Chickasaw Bluffs, 1780-1795,” Publications of
the East Tennessee Historical Society, No. 34 (1962), 26-57; Whitaker,
Spanish-American Frontier, 213-16.
54. Jack D. L. Holmes, “Three Early Memphis Commandants: Beauregard,
Deville Degoutin, and Folch,” Papers of the West Tennessee Historical
Society, XVIII (1964), 5-38; and “The Ebb-Tide of Spanish Military
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These land cession treaties were for the purpose of obtaining
military posts and not for settlement in contrast to the usual
land cession treaties signed between the United States and the
southern Indians. Because of this fact the Indians were not
hostile to the Spanish moves, recognizing that Spain was better
able to protect Indian territory from American encroachment as
long as she maintained her frontier posts. These treaties, as well
as the ones which established the network of defensive alliances,
were vital to Spanish defenses in the Mississippi Valley and
indicate a wise and prudent policy toward the southern Indians.
Power on the Mississippi: Fort San Fernando de las Barrancas, 17951798,” Publications of the East Tennessee Historical Society, No. 36
(1964), 23-44.
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LIZZIE BROWN’S TALLAHASSEE

1

by BERTRAM H. GROENE *

F

E LIZABETH B ROWN , born in 1818, was the oldest
daughter of Thomas Brown, governor of Florida from 1849
to 1853. In the winter of 1827-1828 her father, a dispirited
Virginia planter, organized a caravan to move his family from
his Rappahannock River farm to Leon County, Florida, some
800 miles away. Brown packed ten year old Lizzie, as Francis
Elizabeth was affectionately known, her mother, her brother
Jackson, and her three sisters, Mary, Mag, and Ginnie, into the
family carriage. Followed by twenty planter friends and his 140
slaves, Brown led the party for two months through North and
South Carolina, Georgia, and into Florida. At the time Tallahassee was only a rude village of perhaps 600 or 700 persons.
Land had been purchased from the Indians, and the Capital
had been officially located only four years earlier. It was here
in Leon County that Lizzie was to spend the greater part of her
life. She was well educated for those days, and her family was
one of the most politically and socially influential in all of antebellum Florida. She was considered to be a great belle. Governor DuVal in 1839 penned a poem “To Miss Lizzy Brown,”
and in it he described her brown eyes as “burning with love and
constancy.” Some time prior to 1847 the W. H. Geib Company
of New York published the “Texas Waltz for the Piano Forte
composed and respectfully dedicated to Miss Lizzy Brown,” composed by B. Lignouski, a local Tallahassee music teacher and
future college instructor. 2
In the spring of 1894, sixty-six years after her arrival in
Florida, to please her daughter and granddaughters, Lizzie be-

*

RANCIS

Mr. Groene is assistant professor of history at Southeastern Louisiana
College.

1. The original manuscript of the “Memoirs of Lizzie Brown” is in the
possession of Mrs. John Ward Henderson of Tallahassee, Florida. It is
through her generous cooperation that the manuscript and photographs
were made available to the editor.
2. Both the DuVal poem and the sheet music are in the possession of
Mrs. Henderson.
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gan her memoirs. She was seventy-seven years old at the time.
She wrote seventy-three pages over the remaining eleven years
of her life as her mood and increasing age dictated.
At the time she began her memoirs Lizzie was, by her own
recollection, the oldest pioneer in the capital. As an observer of
early Tallahasse life she was eminently qualified. She must be
excused for the rambling and disjointed sequences of her narrative and her misspellings for, as she says, “It is rather late in
life for me to attempt such a record for [in one month] I will be
77 years old.” Her memory for historical facts at her advanced
age is inaccurate at times. Despite this, she did an admirable job
of preserving the fragments of Tallahassee’s early years. It is
only regrettable that she did not start twenty years earlier.
The manuscript was written in a firm but at times unclear
hand in ink on the bound pages of an eight by twelve account
book. The spelling has been altered slightly and a few punctuation changes have been made; otherwise the manuscript is in
its original condition except for editing. Approximately onethird of the memoirs consisting of personal and extraneous
material has been deleted.
“Our route to Florida was from Fredericksburg to Danville,
Virginia, then through Greensborough and Charlotte, [North
Carolina] . . . then through Chester and Spartenburg, [South
Carolina]. Then Georgia was sparsely settled and days passed
when we saw no settlements or people. After we passed into
the wilderness [of Georgia] we could get nothing in the shape
of provisions and forage until we reached Florida. [Georgia
was] a long stretch of country with nothing but pine and wire
grass, flat and no undergrowth. You could see as far as the eye
could reach through monster pine trees. The long leaf pine
running up thirty or forty feet . . . before they put out a limb.
It was a strange sight to us, coming from that rolling and
mountainous country [of Virginia] filled with oaks, hickory and
fir trees, to this flat sandy pine country. Well, after a long
tedious trip through the wilderness . . . we bid adieu to Georgia
at Hawkinsville and entered Florida. 3
3. Hawkinsville is not on the Florida-Georgia border. The party probably entered the territory below Thomasville, Georgia. B. H. Groene,
“A Virginian’s Cavalcade,” Virginia Cavalcade (Autumn 1968), 21.
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At Lake Jackson my father left his negroes and Mr. Monroe,
the overseer. 4 The negroes he had left in Florida the year before
had built cabins so those we brought went into their houses at
once. We then went to Tallahassee, twelve miles away . . . . We
arrived at last in Tallahassee, a travel-stained and tired set I
imagine. . . . [Tallahassee was] then a very small village . . . and
was beautifully laid out. Just around the Capitol every other
square was left open, and the trees left in their natural state. . . .
My father had rented a house on the edge of town to which
we went at once. . . . It was a large comfortable house for those
days situated on the hill south of town, now known as Houstoun’s Hill. 5 It was just a little way from “the sink,” higher up
the hill. . . . Then there was no house nearer than Governor
Duval’s [house] which stood high up on the hill just above the
spring where the Baptists . . . baptized. Just below us was “The
Cascade,” a beautiful fall of water, a part of the Augustine
Branch. 6 The Cascade was surrounded by a beautiful grove of
oaks and magnolias. It was a lovely spot and quite a resort for
the young people and continued to be until it was destroyed by
the R. Road Co. in building the RR which ran just through it.
It was a shame that it was done. The road could have gone on
one side without any trouble. It was a fall of quite 15 feet and
quite broad just there. We had to cross on a bridge. It was
said the site of the City of Tallahassee was chosen because of
the Cascade. It [Tallahassee] should have been [built] on the
Augustine Road just beyond Col. Houstoun’s place where the
ground is level. At one place there is a level of a mile, where in
the early days they used to run races. . . .
Colonel Robert Butler was one of the Commissioners sent out
to choose a site for the Capitol of the Territory of Florida . . . .
He was full of romance and poetry and so in choosing the site
for the town did not think of what would be best for building it
4. During the previous winter of 1826-1827, Thomas Brown led a party
of white planters and a number of his own trusted slaves to Tallahassee.
Here Brown prepared for receiving his family the following year. He
bought several hundred acres of land on Lake Jackson, a few miles
northeast of Tallahassee, and rented a home in town for his family.
5. Houston’s Hill is immediately southeast of the hill upon which the
capitol building is located.
6. The exact location of the now vanished “Cascade” is debatable. All
that remains of Augustine or St. Augustine Branch is a drainage ditch
that divides present-day Franklin Boulevard.
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but only of this lovely spot [the cascade] and so chose it. 7 [It
was] a most unfortunate choice for our town is built on a series
of hills. On every approach to the city you must ascend a hill
. . . . [It] is lovely but it makes it very difficult to keep our streets
from washing . . . .
Well, our new home was in a lovely spot . . . [and] we were
soon comfortably fixed . . . as we could expect in this new country. Our nearest neighbor,. . . Governor Duval . . . was one of the
most genial and amusing men I ever met. 8 He was a true old
Kentucky gentleman, [and] his house [was] the headquarters for
all social meetings. His family consisted of his wife and her
sister, a maiden lady, Miss Mary Hines, . . . three sons, Burr,
Thomas and John, . . . two grown daughters, Miss Elizabeth and
Marcia, [and] Mary and Laura [who were] girls about the age of
my sister Mary and I. . . . Miss Elizabeth and Miss Marcia were
very beautiful and great belles in those early days. There were a
number of young men . . . who had come to this El Dorado to
make their fortunes [and so there were] fully a dozen . . . men to
one lady, so a pretty young girl had a nice time in those days
in Tallahassee.
The ladies of the town soon came out to see my mother . . . .
At this time there was quite a good society in Tallahassee of the
most refined and cultivated people. . . . My mother seems to
have been very happy here and to have become reconciled to her
life here.
The country was full of Indians. I remember seeing them
about most of the time. I have seen a half dozen come into
our house with venison and game to sell to my mother. She
would give them a meal and they would sit around the table, but
[they] could not well manage the fork. I have seen a half dozen
at our table at one time. Old Tiger Tail came often. He was
7. The original commissioners to choose a site for the capitol were John
Lee Williams of Pensacola and Dr. W. H. Simmons of St. Augustine.
“The Selection of Tallahassee as the Capital,” Florida Historical Quarterly, I (April 1908), 28-37. Colonel Robert Butler was appointed surveyor general of Florida in 1824, and on July 9 of that year, he was
instructed to proceed to the Tallahassee site to fix a starting point for
land surveys. J. M. Armstrong to Hugh A. Corley, September 26,
1879, “Selection of Tallahassee as the Capital,” Florida Historical Quarterly, I (July 1908), 31.
8. William P. DuVal was appointed governor by President Monroe and
served four three-year terms from 1822 to 1834.
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very fond of my mother and father . . . [and] especially my
brother [Jackson], who was fond of hunting. Old Tiger Tail
was a chief amongst the Mickasoukies. His family are quite
aristocratic . . . [and] his grandchildren are chiefs amongst the
Indians in South Florida now.
One morning my mother went over to see Mrs. Gov. Duval. I
was with her and remember the incident. A short while after she
got there Dr. Price and a magistrate came in. Dr. Price was a
man quite 30, I imagine, and a quiet staid man, . . . a cousin of
the Duvals. When he came in he asked for Marcia. She was Mrs.
Duval’s second daughter and I imagine about 16 years old. A
very beautiful girl and full of life and fun. A perfect child. Mrs.
Duval told him Marcia was in the yard milking the goat. Dr.
Price asked Mrs. Duval [if she] would please call Marcia as he
had brought this gentleman, the magistrate, to perform the
marriage ceremony if Marcia was ready. So Marcia was called
and she came in, went in and washed her hands, came out and
the marriage ceremony was then and there performed and no
one seemed to think it was anything but right. It was a union
of May and December . . . . She grew to be one of the most
beautiful women I ever saw. She and “Cousin William” seemed
to get along without any jarring though she was . . . one of the
most admired married belles ever in Florida, and we have had
a number of married belles in Tallahassee, particularly in the
early days, when women were scarce and men abundant. . . .
It was difficult at this time to get anything very nice in
Tallahassee. Our most direct communication was with New
Orleans. 9 So my father went to New Orleans by water to get
provisions and something in the way of clothing for the family.
It was in the spring. I remember his bringing my mother and
Mildred 10 most stylish French bonnets, very large and dressy,
and I had a red velvet hat with red plumes which I remember
I wore, though it was summer and it was the pride of my heart.
I was ten years old. There was a celebration of the 4th of July
that summer and of course [there was] a speech in the Masonic
Lodge, which was a Lodge and school house and stood just
9. At this early date the quickest route from Tallahassee to New Orleans
was by horseback or carriage to St. Marks and then by sailing packet
to Pensacola and New Orleans.
10. Mildred Claxton was the adopted daughter of Governor Brown.
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where Mrs. Gilmore’s house is now. 11 I remember we all went,
and I remember, too, what a hot day it was. As I came out of
the house after the ceremonies were over to go home Tiger
Tail came up and insisted [that] I should give him my red
plumes. This, of course, frightened me very much. I told him
I would not, but he followed Mildred and me all the way home
-a good long walk out to our home on the hill, insisting on my
giving him my plumes. I imagine they were the first he ever
saw.
This fall I saw for the first time a grand [gathering] of
Indians. The Indians came up at certain times to get their pay
from the Governor as this place was the Capitol. . . . There was
a band of 150 warriors most of them Chiefs, dressed in their
Court dress, leggins and turbans made of handsome feathers, etc.,
quantities of solid silver ornaments, long earrings with bracelets
and leg ornaments and chains and ornaments on the neck, all
solid silver. I remember them as a handsome body of men. At
their head they had an old . . . Chief [Neamathela], a magnificent
large man and a very “bad Injun.” [He was] one who hated the
white man and was all the time trying to make trouble. 12 Well
he came up this time in an ugly humour [and] ready for mischief. There was [also] a crowd of other Indians along, men and
women with their papooses. We had but few men in town and
the people were very uneasy, as old Neamathela was so ugly. He
wanted to make Governor Duval agree to some of his wishes
which the Governor would not consent to. He knew his power
and could have killed everyone in Tallahassee if he had chosen.
The Governor was a brave, plucky man. Not afraid of anything
or anybody, and I have no doubt but that is all that saved us.
Neamathela said if Governor Duval did not agree to his propositions he would make the streets of Tallahassee run in blood
11. The school and lodge was located on the southwest corner of Adams
and Park Avenue on lot 288. See Original Owner’s of Lots in the
Old Plan of the City of Tallahassee, Fla. As shown by the Books in the
Thomas Brown, Trustee for the Commissioners. Copies of the original
owners’ lots are in the possession of Mrs. John Ward Henderson and
the Lewis State Bank in Tallahassee. The Gilmore House was later
built there. Mary L. Davis, “Tallahassee through Territorial Days,”
Apalachee (1944), 53, 55.
12. At this time, the fall of 1828, Neamathla was a minor chief, not a
principal chief; in July 1824, Governor DuVal had replaced him with
John Hicks at St. Marks.
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before another day, but the brave little Governor stood firm and
13
The Governor [then] called out
so the Indians had to yield.
the handful of men in the Capitol Square to parade. Neamathela with his 300 stalwart braves were lookers on. Our
handful of men was commanded by Governor Duval’s son, Burr,
a handsome, delicate blond young man. When Neamathela saw
him he turned to him in scorn and said, “Squaw, Squaw!”. . . .
Things passed off quietly all day. You can imagine in what a
state we were all in. The Indians were encamped at the foot of
the Bell Air Road in the woods there. 14 It was just below where
we lived. Well, that night they got whiskey and got drunk, put
on their war paint and had a regular War Dance. All night I
remember we were kept awake by their war whoops. They, however, had some cool heads amongst them, Tiger Tail for one, and
so committed no overt act. I remember well we did not close our
eyes all night. Early next moring they moved their camp and
left for East Florida and that was the last we saw of that body of
Indians, and that was the last trouble we had in Middle Florida
until the Indian War in 35.
In the fall of this year I remember the first trial for murder
occurred. 15 The case was a negro woman who had murdered
her baby. She was tried and sentenced to be hanged. The place
chosen for the execution was the spot where now stands the “West
Florida Seminary.” 16 The woman was hanged there in the fall
and from that time it was used as the place for all hangings and
was called “Gallows Hill.” The gallows was built there and

13. In the fall of 1828 Lizzie Brown undoubtedly saw these Indians and
probably Neamathla in Tallahassee for her memory of the details is
too precise. Neamathla’s threat to “make the streets run with blood,”
but was restrained by DuVal, perhaps was a confusion of facts alluding
to the episode in 1824 when DuVal physically replaced Neamathla with
Hicks.
14. Bel Air Road is the continuation south of present-day Adams Street.
Bel Air was a summer resort three miles south of the capital. Ellen
Call Long, Florida Breezes, or, Florida, New and Old (Jacksonville,
1883), 246. See also facsimile edition with introduction by Margaret
L. Chapman (Gainesville, 1962).
15. The first trial for murder in Tallahassee was a Negro, identified only as
Ben, in 1827. Leon County Minute Book, Number 1, p. 39. The first
hanging on Gallows Hill may well have been the Negro woman.
16. The West Florida Seminary building site is now occupied by the
main administration building of Florida State University. This building,
Westcott Hall, was badly damaged in a fire on the campus in the spring
of 1969.
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there it stood for many, many years until that spot was chosen
for the Academy building.
After living . . . [above the Cascade] little more than a
year my mother determined she would not live in Tallahassee
any longer but would go to Lake Jackson and live. My father
had to be there most of his time attending to his plantation, so
mama told him to build her a log cabin and she would move up
there. He was building a double corn crib. Mama told him to
raise it higher and it would do for us until he could build a
comfortable house. So he did so. [He] built a two room log cabin
with a half story room upstairs [which ran] the whole length
of the house. Then he built two cottages of plank, one for his
library and one for a bedroom for Mildred and I. So we moved
up to Lake Jackson in the spring of 1829 and made ourselves
very comfortable in a log cabin with two rooms and an attic and
two cottage rooms. . . . Our neighbors were all planters. . . . Col.
Butler and his family, consisting of five children, three daughters
and two sons, were our neighbors, though five miles off. They
were delightful people, and then amongst our most wealthy and
most respected families. Col. Butler had been sent out as the
first Territorial land surveyor - “Surveyor Gen. of the Territory
of Florida” - one of the most lucrative offices in the gift of the
President for Florida. They lived on Lake Jackson - on his
Lake Jackson home as it was called and for years was famed for
its hospitality. . . . Their home was celebrated for its lovely
flowers and their orange grove [which] was a thing of beauty.
They gave at their home in the spring what they called a “Feast
of Roses,” to which everybody far and near was invited. It was
always, even in those days of abundance, the great event of the
season. For years we went to these “Feast of the Roses,” and
what happy times I have had there. . . . My father would often
sail in his pretty sailboat across the lake to Col. Butlers. . . .
Even in these early days Tallahassee was a gay place. There
were a great many young gentlemen and few ladies. [In particular] these Boquet Balls were introduced by some young
Frenchman. . . . After the last dance was over, which was
usually an “Old Virginia Reel,” the ladies and gentlemen remained standing on the floor and the gentleman who gave the
ball and his queen walked through the line of the dance, the
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lady with a beautiful boquet in her hand. She presented it to
some gentleman, then retired to her place in the dance and he
with the boquet in his hand walked down the room and chose
some lady who was to be his queen, and then they took their
place at the head of the reel.
This was a rather hard thing on the gentleman as he had to
give the Ball and in those days it meant a large supper with
champagne, wines and everything that constituted a handsome
supper. After there had been a good many [such balls] Miss
Elizabeth Duval, a great belle and a beautiful woman, thought
it was too hard on the young men, so when she had to give the
boquet she tore it to pieces and threw it on the floor and said
“Now let there be an end to the Boquet Balls.” Seven married
gentlemen picked up the boquet and said, “We will give one,”
and they chose Mrs. Shepherd as their queen. I remember well
seeing her that night, I was a child about 12 years old. She
had a brilliant necklace around her neck which everyone thought
were diamonds and it was said it was worth a fortune, but they
were only brilliants. . . . With that ball ended the “Boquet
Balls.”
[One year later] my father was sent for in a hurry one night
to go across the lake to Mr. Shepherds. Mrs. Shepherd was very
ill and no lady [was] there to be with her. My father found
Governor Call there and one other gentleman . . . but that night
she died, [with ]no white lady friend with her, only her negro
women. 17 She was a Miss Polk of Nashville, Tennessee, was a
great beauty and had been a great belle. . . .
About the time my father moved to Lake Jackson, Mr.
Thomas Easton Randolph was sent to this state by the President
as the U. S. Marshal for the Territory of Florida. He settled
about 13 miles from Tallahassee on a plantation where he
planted cotton. His son, Arthur, managed his place. His family
consisted of his wife, three grown daughters and two sons, Dr.
Henry Randolph and Arthur. The Misses Randolph . . . Miss
Harriet . . . Miss Lucy . . . [and] Miss Mary . . . opened a school
at their country home, “Eathelmea” . . . . It was a lovely Vir17. Territorial Governor Richard Keith Call was appointed by Andrew
Jackson in 1836 and was removed from office by Van Buren in 1839.
He was reappointed governor by President William Henry Harrison
in 1841, and he served until 1844. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., Richard
Keith Call: Southern Unionist (Gainesville, 1961), 99, 115-16, 124, 132.

Published by STARS, 1969

55

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 48 [1969], No. 2, Art. 1
164

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

ginia family. My father sent me there to school very soon after
we moved to the lake. I remained there about two years. At
first I was the only scholar [for] about two months. . . . Miss
Harriet Randolph was a highly educated and refined woman.
She only taught school about two years when she married Dr.
Willis, one of the most prominent physicians in Florida. She
lived but one year and died at the birth of her first child. Dr.
Willis was the son of Major Byrd Willis and brother of the
Princess A. Murat. 18 He was one of the finest physicians we ever
had in Florida. . . . Mrs. Jane Cary Randolph [Mr. Randolph’s
wife] had died just before the school closed . . . so Mr. Randolph
broke up his home at Ethelmea and moved to town. Mr. Francis
Eppes had married Elizabeth Randolph and lived on a farm
[L’Eau Noir] about one mile from Mr. Randolph’s. [Mrs.
Eppes] was a lovely delicate woman. 19 She died at the birth of
Bettie Eppes. . . . Mr. Francis Eppes was always a prominent
man in Tallahassee [and was] a great leader in the Episcopal
Church. (At the death of Mrs. Eppes) he broke up his home at
[L’Eau Noir] and came to Tallahassee and built [a home]. . . .
After many years he married a widow, Mrs. Couch, a very pretty
woman, much to the astonishment of all of his friends. . . .
My father became very much interested in planting sugar
[and] . . . built a large sugar house which cost him not less than
$20,000 [and] sent to Cuba for a gentleman to make his sugar.
. . . He had a magnificent crop of cane and looked to have a fine
outcome of sugar and molasses. . . . He left his plantation in the
hands of his overseer [to run] for the legislature and was
elected] never dreaming there could be a frost in November
to kill the cane. But all the same the frost came. The overseer
did not like to cut the cane [early] and so it was killed. This
was a dreadful blow to my father. . . . [In addition] just before
he left Virginia some men who professed to be his friends came
to him in Charles Town, Va. and asked him to put his name
to a paper for the purchase of [some property] . . . . He did and
18. Princess Murat was the wife of Achille Murat, nephew of Napoleon
Bonaparte I. She was the daughter of Major Byrd Willis of Pensacola
and a great-grandniece of George Washington. Alfred J. Hanna, A
Prince in Their Midst: The Adventures of Achille Murat on the
American Frontier (Norman, 1947), vii.
19. Francis Eppes was the grandson of Thomas Jefferson; his mother was
Maria Jefferson.
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now came the whole debt for him to pay, $50,000. He had to
break up his plantation and sell it and sell 50 of his best
negroes to pay this dishonest debt. . . . My father sold his place to
Gov. Call as his Orchard Pond place was adjoining ours. . . .
My father then . . . rented the old Planters Hotel. . . . He
bought the Ocaco Place and put his hands that were left to work
it as a market garden for the hotel and to raise cows and sheep 20
. . . . It was a great grief to my mother . . . breaking up her
home and parting with her servants who she had raised and
were like children to her. . . . He could not have chosen anything
to do that was as unwise as keeping a hotel. He knew nothing
about it, nor did my mother. . . . This [hotel] they rented for a
few years and then my father bought the Old City Hotel and
fitted it up, extending it very much. 21 After a few years [he]
built the brick addition which cost him [$]35,000 to build and
furnish. [My brother left us to attend the University of Va.
before we moved from the Planters Hotel.]
When we lived at the Planters Hotel the town consisted of a
few houses around the Capitol which was then a small two story
brick house. . . . Gov. Call built a large two story house which
was for a long time the Court House, Episcopal Church and a
hall for all exhibitions. . . . Where Mrs. Gilmore lives [there]
was a two story house at this early date which . . . was a
Masonic Lodge on the upper floor and the lower floor was the
school kept by Billie Wilson, then a celebrated character. 22 He
was, when he first came, a tall raw boned man from Vermont.
[He] came here a confirmed consumptive, too weak to walk from
the stage coach to the front door of the hotel, but Florida
proved everything for him. [He became] a well man and must
have weighed 200 lbs. when he died. 23 He taught school in

20. The Planters Hotel was probably on the northeast corner of Pensacola
and Adams streets opposite the capitol building. Bertram H. Groene,
“Ante-Bellum Tallahassee: It was a Gay Time Then” (unpublished
Ph.D. dissertation, Florida State University, 1967), 71.
21. The City Hotel was the best and most important hotel in antebellum
Tallahassee. It was on Adams Street facing the west side of Capitol
Square. ibid.
22. The Masonic building and school was on the southwest corner of Duval
Street and Park Avenue. ibid, 54.
23. Billie Wilson died at the age of fifty-two, March 21, 1853. He had
come to Florida in 1827, established the Tallahassee Floridian in 1829
(which he published until 1836), and he had accumulated a small
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Tallahassee for a great many years. . . . After my father came to
Tallahassee to live I went to school to Mr. Billy [sic] Wilson for
several years. . . .
Colonel White was our first member of Congress and the only
one for a number of years. 24 He was a fine looking man and
may have been a bright man, but to me he never looked bright.
[He] was very quiet, [and] I imagine a man of the world. When
he was chosen as our member of Congress . . . he was practicing
law in Washington City with Mr. Wilde. 25 He . . . moved here
and settled in Jefferson County and built a handsome house
which he called “Casi Bianca”. . . . Mrs. White was [formerly]
Miss Adair and [a] niece of [a neighborhood planter], Major
Adair. Her father [was] a prominent man in Kentucky. [Colonel
White’s] marriage [to] his wife was quite romantic. Once when
going on a visit to Colonel Adair in Kentucky, as he was riding
up to the house through a cherry lane he heard a noise in one of
the trees. . . . Looking up [he] saw a bright eyed girl up the tree
gathering cherries. He was struck with her beautiful foot and
ankle. . . . Miss Adair was then about 15 years old and a wild
Kentucky girl with but little schooling, I imagine, and not much
manners. Before supper she came in . . . and was introduced
to Colonel White. She was not a handsome girl but she had
the most queenly form I ever saw. . . . From her neck down she
was as perfect as any statuary I ever saw. The pose of her head
was very fine, her hair black and abundant and very pretty. Her
defect was her large Roman nose and deep set black eyes. [There
was] no womanly softness when I knew her as a woman of 25
. . . . Colonel White fell in love with the foot and then with her
and she accepted him. He married her and took her to Paris
and there left her under the care of [Richard Henry] Wilde
and he returned to America, being our representative in Congress. She was naturally very bright and soon took an education
and all that was to be learned in Europe. Wilde was a man of
the world, the last man [with which to leave a girl. He was] a

fortune in the book trade. He also taught school. Tallahassee Floridian
and Journal, March 26, 1853.
24. Joseph White was Florida’s third delegate to Congress, serving after J.
N. Hernandez and Richard Keith Call.
25. Richard Henry Wilde, congressman from Georgia, was the intimate
friend and law partner of Joseph White. Long, Florida Breezes, 171-72.
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man of no principal, and so the world began to talk and Mrs.
White was not spared. . . . Wilde . . . won her love, not caring
much himself. She left Paris a finished woman of the world. 26
To me she never seemed a happy woman, but [was] a most
accomplished and fascinating woman. I never knew any woman
[who] talked better. I first met her when I was about 13 at
Major Adairs. . . . [Her niece] Kitty and I were great friends. . . .
Tallahassee was very gay whilst my father lived at [the City
Hotel]. The town was full of gay people. . . . It was when we
lived at the hotel that Mr. Tarteen taught dancing . . . to us. I
remember we went to dancing school and had a good time.
Mildred and I were his favorite scholars. We were put out to
show every new thing he had to teach. Then the Spanish Dance
was first taught here. Mildred and I were his brag scholars and
[it was] then I first learned to waltz. Waltzing was not then
allowed in the United States. We danced the Spanish Dance and
the Waltz long before it was allowed in America . . . . The circus
[used to come] here in the fall and remained at least three
months. They came here because it was a good place to spend
the cold winters. . . . We used to go every night. We took
tickets for the season. They would come here and [then] go to
Marianna and Quincy and then come back here. They would
be here December, January and February before they would
leave. Then those months were a grand time here. The Legislature would come to Tallahassee and stay almost all the winter.
. . . The people gave [the legislators] a grand ball and they
gave one in return and all kinds of fun and frolic came with
the Legislators. They brought their wives and daughters and
the young men came from all parts of the state. It was a gay
time then. . . .
Whilst we lived at the Planters Hotel I remember a duel
fought in the Capitol Square between Mr. McRea of Key West
and . . . Mr. Thurston of Washington City, both lovers of the
pretty Miss Elizabeth Duval [the Governor’s daughter]. They
met in the Capitol Square and . . . shot as they advanced on
26. It is difficult to say whether there is more fact or fiction to Lizzy’s
belief concerning Florida White and Richard Henry Wilde. Dorothy
E. Hill, in her study, “Joseph M. White, Florida’s Territorial Delegate,
1825-1837” (unpublished master’s thesis, University of Florida, 1950),
does not support Lizzy’s memory of such a relationship.
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each other. Mr. Thurston was not wounded. Mr. McRea was
wounded in the leg. Friends of both stopped the firing. A night
or two afterwards I remember seeing Mr. McRea at a ball at
the hotel and he was the hero of the evening. I doubt if Miss
Elizabeth cared for either of the gentlemen. She was a great
belle and great flirt in those days. . . .
At this time we had a great many strolling players come to
Tallahassee. Amongst them [was] a company with Mr. and
Mrs. Brown . . . Mr. Brown was a ventriloquist and a very good
one. They had a pretty young girl with them who was named
Maggie Meadows. She was a child that they had gotten in some
way and they were not very good to her. She was young and
very pretty and had the most exquisite voice [that] I ever
listened to. . . . Well, we all were interested in her and Mr.
Clisby, an old bachelor, fell in love with her. 27 She could not
have been more than 14 or 15. Mr. Clisby tried to marry her . . .
away from Mr. and Mrs. Brown . . . [by] paying so much money
and he then adopted her and took her to Quincy and educated
her, intending to marry her when she finished her schooling, but
so runs the world. She became acquainted with young Coulson,
a farmer near Quincy, fell in love with him and married him.
It was very hard . . . on Mr. Clisby. He gave in at once and consented to the marriage. They were very happy [but] Mr. Clisby
never married. He was a very handsome man, too. . . .
[About this time my father bought Major Willises house . . .
we had six rooms in the house and] we always could find a place
for another . . . [and so it was known] as the “Indian Rubber
House.” 28 My father was noted for his hospitality and his house
was always full. Being a public man it was necessary for him to
do so. He was a politician and loved society. My mother cared
nothing for that kind of life but she was a good wife and did
just what my father wished. I have seen 300 invitations go out
27. In 1841, Joseph Clisby, together with Joshua Knowles and a Mr. Smith,
was operating the Florida Sentinel, one of several Tallahassee newspapers. James Knauss, “Leon County Newspapers, Old and New”
(typed mss. on the Tallahassee Centennial File, Florida State Library,
Tallahassee), 8; Tallahassee Floridian, May 29, 1841; Thomas S. Graham,
“Florida Politics and the Tallahassee Press, 1845-1861,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLVI (January 1968), 234-35.
28. The Brown’s “Indian Rubber House” was slightly more than a block
southwest of the capitol building on the present site of the Knott Building. Interview with Mrs. Henderson, spring 1964.
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for a party in that house. It was just before we moved to that
house that John K. Campbell was killed in a duel here. He was
a lawyer of great prominence though so young. He had married
the beautiful Miss Elizabeth Duval from Virginia. . . . The night
before he was killed they were at the theatre and sat next to me.
I remember them so well. They both were so handsome and so
young. The piece played was the “Dead Shot” and the man
rushes on the stage and falls shot in the forehead. The next
day Mr. Campbell was killed in the same way, shot in the forehead. It was a dreadful thing. The man who shot him was
from Magnolia . . . . She did not know for months afterward
what caused his death. They told her he was thrown from his
buggy and killed and would not let her see him. Some time
afterward she picked up a paper and read all about it. It was
a great grief to her. . . .
The Indian War . . . commenced [in 1835 and] the minute
men . . . a cavalry company . . . composed of the first young
men of the town had organized and were ready at any moment
to go to the rescue. [One night] we were giving a party at our
house. . . . At one [o’clock] we saw the fire of [a] burning house.
At once [the minute men] knew what it was and went from our
house. . . . When they reached the house [of Green Chaires] it
was burned to the ground. . . . Mr. Green Chaires was disliked by
the Indians and [so] they burned his house [down]. 29 None of the
other neighbors were disturbed [by the Indians] during the
whole war. . . . Mrs. Chaires and [her] baby were burned in the
house. The minute men saved the bones of Mrs. Chaires and
the baby from the fire and then returned to Tallahassee. [During the attack] the eldest daughter, Elizabeth I think was her
name, took her little brothers and sisters and put them out of the
windows on the opposite of the house and told them to run for
their lives to their Uncle Tom Peters which was not very far
off. Then she went to her room and got a dark shawl and put it
over her head and jumped from another window and ran and
got into a cotton field. The Indians saw her as she leaped the
fence and started after her. She ran a short distance and sat down
in the field and threw the shawl over her head. The Indians
passed near enough for her to have touched them but thinking
29. Green Chaires was one of the wealthiest planters in Florida at the time.
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she was a stump passed her by and so she was saved. After [the
Indians] had left the place she went to her Uncle Tom Peters
and told of the attack of the Indians. In a little while the other
little ones came in. . . .
The Indian War had begun now but we did not feel it
much. It was all east of the Suwannee. . . . One evening I remember an express came up with the news of Dade’s Massacre.
This was the first real fight of the war. . . . Troops were raised
and sent into the field. About this time there was a great deal
of excitement [in Tallahassee[ about the Indians. Tiger Tail
and a few of his tribe were here. Tiger [Tail] had never joined
the Indians and did not until . . . Major Richard Heyward gave
him a whipping and then he left us and I never saw him again. 30
A few days before he left he met my mother in the street and
tapping her on the shoulder said, “Where is Jack?” my brother.
Mama told him and after saying, “Good boy,” he was gone. He
was very fond of my mother. . . .
[At that time] General Jackson was our President. I am not
certain but I think that [President Jackson] recalled Governor
Duval and sent Mr. Eaton here as our governor. 31 Governor
Duval left Florida and went back to Kentucky. 32 My father
asked Governor Eaton to stay with us but I think only to eat.
He must have slept somewhere else. I remember him as a
charming man. He took his meals, I remember, with us [for] one
year. 33 This was when General Jackson broke up his cabinet
30. Colonel William Scott wrote that Tiger Tail, “something of a tramp
or roving vagabond,” was given “a severe flogging” when he returned
to the Chaires plantation after he had been ordered off. Tiger Tail
came back again, burned the Chaires mansion, and murdered Mrs.
Chaires and her baby. William Scott to Ellen Call Long, Richard Keith
Call Collection, microfilm roll 140-C (reel 2), 3-5, P. K. Yonge Library
of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville. This may have
been the whipping to which Lizzy refers.
31. Governor DuVal was not recalled as Lizzy states. He served out his full
term; John C. Eaton replaced him in 1834, when his fourth term
ended.
32. By August 1834 DuVal was travelling back to Kentucky. Pensacola
Gazette, August 16, 1834. At the urging of Florida friends, DuVal returned to Tallahassee in April 1836, and played an active role in
politics. He represented Calhoun County in the Constitutional Convention of 1838. Later DuVal moved to Texas. James O. Knauss,
“William Pope DuVal, Pioneer and State Builder,” Florida Historical
Quarterly, XI (January 1933), 130.
33. Ellen Call Long wrote that Governor Eaton and his family lived in
Pensacola except when he had official business to attend to in Talla-
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and as General Eaton was in the War Department he had to
provide for him so sent him here as our Governor.
About this time I first became acquainted with Madam
Murat. They were living at their home in Jefferson County.
Lipona was the name of their home. Napoli transposed into
Lipona. After the King of Naples was driven from his kingdom
and shot, the Queen of Naples took the title of Princess of
Lipona. . . .
Miss Grey, nee Miss Catherine Willis, met Colonel Murat
in Pensacola then a beautiful young widow. . . . Her father,
Major Byrd Willis, was in Pensacola engaged in some work
connected with the Navy. [He] held some office there. It was
there Mrs. Grey first met Colonel Murat. 34 She was noted for
her beauty and lovely manners. 35 Her parents favoured the
marriage and I think she married the Prince at the instigation of
her parents. He was then a young man and strikingly like his
Uncle Napoleon when he fled from Italy to this country, an
exile. He came as a sailor before the mast, a very young man,
[and] lived in the state of New York and in New Jersey with his
Uncle Joseph and his younger brother Lucian. 36 They were both
married and lived in Bordentown, New Jersey. I don’t know
what brought Prince Murat to Florida. 37 He was very well off

34.

35.
36.
37.

hassee, as a result of “The Madame [Peggy Eaton], it was said, not
finding the social atmosphere of Tallahassee congenial as Mrs. [John]
Branch and Mrs. R. K. Call lived there.” “Essay on the Call Correspondence,” Richard Keith Call Collection, microfilm roll 140-B (reel 1),
17, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History. In her Autobiography,
however, Mrs. Eaton makes no reference to the inhospitable social
atmosphere in Tallahassee, she wrote: “During the residence of Gov.
Eaton in Florida our residence of course was at Tallahassee, the
capital, to which he took us from Pensacola as soon as he could make
the necessary arrangements. We had two happy years in Florida.”
Peggy Eaton, The Autobiography of Peggy Eaton (New York, 1932),
170-74.
Catherine Grey’s first husband was Atchison Grey, son of John Grey of
“Traveler’s Rest” on the Rappahannock in Virginia. Catherine first
met Achille Murat at a picnic at the ruins of Fort San Luis, two
miles west of Tallahassee. Hanna, A Prince in Their Midst, 116, 119.
This was true. John Randolph said of “Kate” Murat that she was the
only American he had ever met abroad of whom he was not ashamed.
Ibid., 169.
In March 1823, Achilles Murat paid $250 for passage as a regular passenger on the bark Daphne bound from Hamburg to New York. Ibid.,
Murat stated that he came to Florida from New Jersey “just to rest,”
see the country, perhaps to buy “properties,” and to become a permanent resident. Ibid., 72.
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when he married Mrs. Grey. Major Willis soon after Madam
Murat’s marriage had some office given him in Tallahassee and
moved there before my father came here. 38 Prince Murat moved
here with them and bought a plantation about 13 miles from
Tallahassee which place he called Lipona. . . . Lipona was a
very pretty place which Madam Murat was very fond of. 40 Prince
Murat shortly after he was married took the Madam to the
north to see his brother Joseph who had built himself a palace
at Bordentown. Lucian Murat had married a Miss Frazier of
Charlestown, South Carolina. But Lucian was poor and extravagant. His wife had to teach school in Bordentown to support him. Madam Murat says she was a lovely southern
woman. . . .
From Bordentown Colonel Murat took Madam Murat to
England. She was received at the Court of St. James as Princess
Murat and was very much caressed and petted but all the attention lavished on her did not spoil . . . her head, she was true to
the last. Colonel Murat had gone to London to create an uprising
in Naples for himself. Madam Murat told me she saw the crowds
of dirty Italians [in London] who came to him for money and
she saw that [money] was all they wanted and she tried to convince the Colonel, but it was no good. They deceived and he was
willing to be deceived. She remained in London for over a year
and then told him she was going back to Florida to her home
at Lipona. He could come when he pleased. He saw at last
there was no hope of a revolution in Naples and so when he
found himself with but little money . . . he consented to come
home and so they returned home and she came back from Englang the same sweet, gentle woman she went there. I first saw her
and knew her after her trip to Europe. . . . She knew the Austins
of this place, having known them in Virginia. She asked Julia
[Austin] to go to see her and spend a week and Julia asked me to
go with her, so we . . . spent a delightful week. We were about
15 and both the Colonel and Madam Murat were as kind as if we

38. According to Professor Hanna, the Willis family was living in Tallahassee prior to the time that their daughter met and married Murat.
Ibid., 118-19.
39. Lipona was about eighteen miles east of Tallahassee at Wascissa. Ibid.,
110.
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had been grown. . . . From this visit I saw but little of Madam
Murat until I was almost grown. After that I became very
intimate with her up to the time of her death. She told me an
incident in her life which showed how pure and simple she was.
When Mr. Grey [her first husband] courted her she was just 15
years old, a beautiful, sweet child. She said she did not care
for him but her parents liked him so advised her to marry him.
She was a simple child. She told me when she thought of the
wedding all she cared for was that she would have just as much
cake as she could eat. She was an obedient child that did just
what her parents thought best for her. I think her marriage to
Colonel Murat was because her parents thought it best for her
to marry him. She was a true good wife to him and made him a
good wife. She was devoted to him in his last demise. . . .
A great many said Colonel Murat drank. Well, he drank
whiskey freely, but as often as I have been at his house and it
has been often since, I never saw him under the influence enough
to show it. He was always the gentleman. He used oaths in
conversation but that was no uncommon thing in those days.
I remember on one occasion Madam Murat got into a chair to
fix a hanging lamp and he said to her, “Get down, Kate. You
might fall and break your God damn neck.” But he did not
think he had said anything wrong. Colonel Murat was a very
highly cultivated man, very bright and full of eccentricities. He
was no doubt an odd genius-strikingly like Napoleon. Count
DeCourcey was here at this time. He was an exile. [He] had
been with Napoleon in Russia and retreated with the army. He
was a thorough true French gentleman. He lived in Tallahassee
and died here. He taught French here and was highly thought
of. He married a French woman whose family were exiles. He
said he wanted someone to attend to his clothes and keep house
for him and to nurse his wounds and so he married this French
girl who made him a good wife. I knew her and liked her very
much. She felt he was superior to her and never presumed on
his marrying her. On one occasion when I was on a visit to
Madam Murat, Captain DeCourcey was on a visit to Colonel
Murat. After I had gone to bed I heard a grand noise and loud
singing and found it was Colonel Murat and Count DeCourcey
had gotten merry and were singing the “Marseillaise” at the top
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of their voices. They were fighting the Napoleon wars over
again in France and on the continent.
Colonel Murat believed to the “clean all things were clean.”
He had his own kitchen and cooked everything he shot or
killed. He said everything he killed he cooked, but he could not
eat “turkey buzzard,” and the owl was too poor and tough.
Alligator steak was very nice. It was just before we went down
on [one] occasion that a party of tourists came to his house.
They were in search of land. The party consisted of five gentlemen. He [Murat] was out on his plantation about to mark his
cattle. He was sent for to come home, Madam Murat being in
Tallahassee. He came and received them and would have them
remain to dinner. They consented and then when he saw the
cook she informed him she had nothing for dinner. He thought
a moment and said, “Send William to me.” William was his
valet. He said to William, “Go at once to the field and tell the
men to cut off one ear of the cattle for my mark and collect
them all and bring them to me at once. Clean them and then
call me.” When dinner was called he had a nice soup and
afterwards a nice French dinner. The company ate heartily,
never dreaming he had entertained them on the ears of his cows.
Under his direction the cook had made a number of nice
stews and fries, etc. He told it to us as a good joke, but did not
enlighten his guests. Mrs. Murat had her kitchen away from his.
I went into his kitchen. It was clean and in order and he had
everything one could need and a real cook’s apron hanging ready
for use. On this visit I first saw her solid gold set of knives, forks
and spoons. When she was married Joseph Bonaparte sent them
to her as a bridal present. There were solid gold knives and
forks with [?] handles. On the end of the handle was the head
of Absolum. The long hair was drawn out by which he was
hung in the tree. Then there were spoons, soup ladles and
other ladles. The handles of the ladles were all gold. They were
very beautiful and old. Madam Murat used them whilst we
were there. When Joseph was King of Spain he got these
things from the Escurial, the Palace of the Kings of Spain. When
he ran off he brought them with him and I imagine he brought
a number more with him, [and] feathered his nest very well. . . .
About this time [1836] the saddest thing happened in our
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family that could have occurred. My only brother, Jackson,
had been sent to the University of Virginia to finish his education. He was so bright and my father’s and mother’s pride.
We received letters from Mr. Davis, the Professor of Law,
telling us his health had failed and that we had better bring
him home. He was just 21 and would graduate in law this
session. My father wrote to him to come home and sent him
the money to return. . . . We were all looking for him with
the greatest anxiety when at night we were awakened by a
man from Hawkinsville to inform us that his body would be
with us the next day. . . . Poor mama. It was a terrible blow to
her. It almost killed my father. Papa at once determined to
send us to Virginia. We made our arrangements and left very
soon in our [two] private carriages for Virginia. Papa thought
we had best go as the Indian War has just broken out.”
*

*

*

*

Some months later Lizzie returned with her family to Tallahassee. In 1847 she married Samuel J. Douglas, the youngest
judge of the Superior Court of the Territory of Middle Florida.
She moved with him to Key West, Florida, where he remained
the port collector until the outbreak of the Civil War. In 1861
Judge Douglas moved his family back to Tallahassee. Here
Lizzie spent the remainder of her life. She died in 1905 at the
age of eighty-seven.
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CAPTAIN YOUNG’S SKETCH MAP, 1818
by ALAN K. CRAIG *

R

AND

CHRISTOPHER S. PEEBLES **

entitled “Sketch of the Indian
and Negro Towns on the Suwaney River” was found during
a search of the National Archives and Records Service documents section by A. P. Muntz, chief of the cartographic branch. l
This map (RG77:L 247-94) is included in a selection of signed
and dated maps filed in the records of the Office of the Chief of
Engineers 2 pertaining to military activities in northern Florida
in the vicinity of the Suwannee River. Almost all are dated 1839,
and were rendered by officers of the “topographical engineers”
contingent assigned to military forces commanded by Brigadier
General Zachary Taylor in Florida during the Second Seminole
War. It is believed that this sketch map was made by Captain
Hugh Young, an assistant topographical engineer. Young, a
Tennessean, was a regular officer in what was known in the
early part of the nineteenth century as the Corps of Topographical Engineers. 3 At that time engineers were the most prestigious
branch of the military and enjoyed special privileges. 4 In 1818,
Captain Young, General Andrew Jackson’s adjutant-general prepared a special report entitled “A Topographical Memoir on
ECENTLY A MANUSCRIPT MAP

*

Mr Craig is associate professor of cultural geography at Florida Atlantic
University, Boca Raton.
** Mr. Peebles is an instructor of anthropology at Florida Atlantic
University.
1. The authors are indebted to A. P. Muntz, Chief, Cartographic Branch,
National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration,
for his cooperation with the request for information on early maps of
northern Florida.
2. Record Group 77.
3. According to a brief notation in Francis B. Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of the United States Army, 2 vols. (Washington,
1903; reprinted Urbana, 1965), I, 1067, Young served from February
19, 1817, until his death, January 3, 1822. This is in error, however,
since there is correspondence from Young in the National Archives and
Records Service, Washington, after this date. In a letter, written in
1820 to Adjutant General Daniel Parker, Young notes that he had
served in the army for three years but that he had never received a
regular appointment or commission.
4. It was during this early period that the corps motto Essayons was
adopted and incorporated into the design of special uniform buttons.
These distinctive buttons can still be worn and are used by a few
officers of the corps who are aware of this tradition.
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East and West Florida with Itineraries.” This was turned over
to the general, who was then encamped at Fort Gadsden. On
M a y 5 , 1818, Jackson transmitted Young’s report and
sketches to Secretary of War John C. Calhoun in Washington,
and eventually they were filed with the official military archives.
This document has been analyzed by Dr. Mark F. Boyd, and it
was published with his notes in earlier issues of the Florida
Historical Quarterly. 5
Captain Young notes in his memoir that a map accompanies
his report but this document has never been located. It is evident from Young’s description that he is not referring to the
sketch map illustrated, but rather to a generalized small-scale
map showing the principal places mentioned in his memoir.
From that portion of his report (Part II, Itineraries) dealing
with terrain features encountered in Jackson’s deployment of
his forces along the west bank of the Suwannee River, it would
appear that this sketch map illustrates the relationships described in the following passage from Young’s memoirs:
Cross path in the seventeenth mile-five and a half miles
to Sahwanne Towns through a country a little rolling with
a large mixture of oak for three miles when the path enters
the thicket bounding the towns on the N.W.-Thence to the
first cabin is half a mile from which to Bow-leg’s Town where
the camp was established is one mile and three-quarters. 6
Since the two British agents, Robert Ambrister and Alexander Arbuthnot, were both involved in incidents that occurred
in this general locale, the sketch map may have been prepared
to help government officials visualize the geography of the scene
at the time of their military courts martial that had been convened in St. Marks by Jackson. Otherwise, the map shows the
location of a victorious, if somewhat minor skirmish between
Andrew Jackson’s Tennessee militia force and the Seminole
Indians and their Negro allies.
Although the sketch map described here was filed with other
5 . An introduction to the Memoir was read in part before the Tallahassee
Historical Society by Mark F. Boyd on March 8, 1934. Mark F. Boyd
and Gerald M. Ponton (eds. and annotators), “A Topographical Memoir
on East and West Florida with Itineraries of General Jackson’s Army
1818,” By Captain Hugh Young, Corps of Topographical Engineers
U.S.A., Florida Historical Quarterly, XIII, Part I (July 1934), 16-50; Part
II (October 1934), 82-104; Part III (January 1935), 124-64.
6. Ibid. Part III, 148-49.
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maps associated with the Second Seminole War, it is believed
that it does not belong to that period of Florida history. A
careful examination by Muntz of the map paper discloses a
watermark dated 1810, so it is obvious the paper was utilized
after that date. 7 Correspondence in Florida’s territorial papers
indicates that a few years later surveyors were chronically complaining about the lack of good quality mapping paper. 8 Preserving paper stock seven or eight years does not seem improbable, but a thirty-year delay between manufacture and use does
seem unlikely if the alternative assumption is made that it was
drawn ca. 1839.
In any event, the map almost exactly conforms to the quoted
passage by Young, i.e., a “thicket” is shown to the northwest of
Bowleg’s Town, and it is indeed one-half mile along the dotted
trail from the edge of the thicket to the “first cabin.” From this
point it is exactly “one and three-quarters of a mile to Bow Leg’s
Town” and most significant of all-the word “Camp” appears
opposite the stockade surrounding Billy Bowleg’s fortified village where Captain Young states that Andrew Jackson had
established a camp for his troops. 9 There is no record of any
subsequent military camps being located on this same site. In
fact, the only point of divergence between this sketch map and
Young’s memoir manuscript is in the spelling of the name of the
river which he usually writes as “Sahwannee” rather than “Suwaney” as is shown on the map. This minor inconsistency may
be the result of some capricious idiosyncracy in spelling, or it
may reflect the fact that it was not actually Captain Young himself who drafted the map.
Considered in its entirety, the evidence strongly suggests that
it was indeed Captain Hugh Young who was the author of this
sketch map. The hiding place of the historically more important
map drawn by Young of the whole of Florida has not yet been
ascertained, but if there is any association with this lesser product, experience now suggests that it may yet repose in the
records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers.
7. A. P. Muntz to Christopher S. Peebles, June 15, 1965 in author’s file.
8. Clarence Carter (ed.), Territorial Papers of the United States: Territory
of Florida, 1824-1828, 26 vols. (Washington, 1956-1962), XXIII, 415.
9. Since there were no subsequent military operations conducted from this
same location, it must be concluded that the camp referred to on the
sketch map was the one made in 1818 by Jackson’s forces and mentioned
by Young in his Memoir.
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ST. AUGUSTINE, 1784: DECADENCE
AND REPAIRS
by JOHN D. WARE *

A

of many duties of the Spanish officials upon
their return to St. Augustine after an absence of twenty years
was to examine and perform necessary repairs to the public
buildings. Many of these had fallen into disrepair during the
latter years of the British tenure. l
Arriving in St. Augustine as part of an advance detachment,
Mariano de la Rocque (Roque), commandant of engineers and
engineer-in-ordinary, was charged with this responsibility. 2 In
a letter to Governor Luis de Unzaga, captain general of Cuba,
Rocque reported on the need for general repairs of the fortress,
barracks, and guardrooms, and he called for a new hospital, a
church, powder magazines, and a stone seawall to protect the
city from the high tides of winter weather. The forts in the
outlying areas were also in need of repair. 3 Thus, by inference,
Rocque not only further confirmed the general state of decadence
of St. Augustine in the year 1784, but he also left the impression
that he addressed himself straightway to the problems at hand.
Vicente Manuel de Zespedes (Cespedes) y Velasco, first
governor of Spanish East Florida, arrived off St. Augustine bar
on June 26, 1784. 4 Due to the closing of the main channel he
MONG THE FIRST

*. John D. Ware is secretary of the Florida State Pilots’ Association and
a member of the Tampa Bay Pilots’ Organization. His article on Celi’s
Journal of Surveys and Chart of 1757 appeared in the July 1968 number
of the Florida Historical Quarterly.
1. Bernard Romans, A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida
(New York, 1775; facsimile edition, Gainesville, 1962), 263-64; Joseph
Byrne Lockey (assembler and transl.), East Florida, 1783-1785, Documents, ed. by John Walton Caughey (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1949),
278-79.
2. Mariano de la Rocque (Roque) to Luis de Unzaga, July 30, 1784,
Lockey, East Florida Documents, 244. Engineer-in-ordinary or Ingeniero
en ordinario carried with it the rank of captain. See Charles W. Arnade,
The Architecture of Spanish St. Augustine, The Americas, XVIII
(October 1961), 162, fn. 42, quoting from Comision Redactora, Estudio
Historico del Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejercito (Madrid, 1911), I, 12.
3. Rocque to Unzaga, July 30, 1784, Lockey, East Florida Documents, 244.
4. Helen Hornbeck Tanner, Zespedes in East Florida, 1784-1790 (Miami,
1963), 28; Galvez to Zespedes, October 31, 1783, Lockey, East Florida
Documents, fns. 1 and 2, p.174.
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was forced to resort to what must have seemed a rather ignominious landing in the pilot’s launch the following morning. 5
Preoccupied as he was with a multitude of matters, many of
them troublesome, he nevertheless found time to look askance
at his official residence. In a carping letter of September 16,
1784, to Juan Ignacio de Urriza, intendent in Cuba, Zespedes said
of the governor’s house: “This house is nearly in ruins, and it
contains not a single room or apartment not completely inundated when it rains. . . .” In the preceding sentence of this
letter he had characterized other buildings in St. Augustine in
much the same terms, adding that his own house would be the
last one to be repaired. 6
Zespedes’ memory was short. In an unusual exchange of
official notes between the governor and his engineer-unusual
in that the three notes were dated on three consecutive datesZespedes requested that the governor’s house be examined and
that necessary repairs be made at the earliest opportunity. The
first of these notes was dated just two days after his letter to
Urriza. It would seem that the ink was scarcely dry on his
letter to the intendent when he broke his resolve of two days
earlier. It is safe to assume that Zespedes felt certain that his
request for immediate repairs to his own official residence would
not soon reach the eyes of Urriza or any other high official in
Cuba, since it, along with the other two related missives, were
what might be termed today “inter-office memos.” 7
The governor was not only dissatisfied with the wretched
condition of his abode but also with the lack of security it afforded him and his family. After his inspection, Rocque replied
on the following day with a note in which he agreed that a new
fence and repairs to the courtyard fences were essential to the immediate security of the property while it was being restored. 8
Zespedes’ follow-up note of the next day gave his engineer
carte-blanche permission to carry out whatever repairs he thought
necessary to make the “king’s house” secure and habitable. He

5. Lockey, East Florida Documents, 237-38, in a letter from Zespedes to
Unzaga, the former stated that he arrived June 26, 1784, on the
brigantine San Matias. Ibid., 14-38, passim.
6 . Ibid., 276-79.
7 . Cf. Documents 1, 2, and 3, infra.
8. Cf. Documents 1 and 2, infra.
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further pledged the necessary authority to assist his engineer in
this objective. 9
Inasmuch as Rocque did not arrive in St. Augustine until
well into the year of 1784, his annual “statement of repairs”
would therefore not have been expected to cover more than
the latter part of that year. Dated December 31, as was customary with such annual reports, the 1784 “statement” reflects a
starting date of July 12, further suggesting an expeditious beginning by Rocque. 10
While most of these repairs and renovations would be considered of little consequence by comparison with today’s achievements, they were, nevertheless, of no little importance to a
fledgling government barely established. Adequate (at least for
that day) sleeping platforms were certainly essential if the troops
were to keep an alert guard when on duty. Stocks were also
considered necessary for the maximum security of hardened
criminals or for the proper exercise of public humiliation and
discomfort in dealing with lesser malefactors. Certainly no one
could argue with the need for repairs to the hornwork 11 and its
guardhouse, nor with the work done to provide a provisional
church, although the purpose of each was poles apart. Finally,
the provisional hospital with its apothecary and mortuary could
have been no less important to the overall welfare of the
city. It appears that a carefully considered list of priorities was
drafted as a guide in carrying out these initial public works.
The total cost to the crown was 2,050 silver reals. 12 The lumber
for the necessary repairs to the governor’s residence was furnished on credit by Francisco Philipe Fatio, a Swiss who remained to become an influential, if somewhat controversial,
citizen during the Second Spanish period. 13

9. Cf. Document 3, infra.
10. Cf. Document 5, infra.
11. Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary defines “hornwork” as
“fortification, an outwork composed of two demibastions joined by a
curtain.”
12. The silver real from 1772-1811 was worth $0.2123 in terms of 1936
United States monetary values. Therefore, 2,050 reales would have
been worth $435.22. See J. Villasana Haggard, Handbook for Translators of Spanish Historical Documents (Austin, Texas, 1941), 98, 107.
13. Wilbur Henry Siebert, Loyalist in East Florida, 1774 to 1785, 2 vols.
(DeLand, 1929), I, 162, 165, 168, 171. See also East Florida Papers, Library of Congress, Washington, 170A14. Hereinafter cited as E.F.P.:L.C.
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Two minor points which invite questions are immediately
apparent upon reading four of the five documents included
herein. First, why were there no convicts to assist in the repairs
to the public buildings, as pointed out by Rocque in the closing
sentence of his “statement of repairs” for 1784? It is entirely
possible that no criminals had been apprehended, charged,
tried, convicted, and sentenced to hard labor within the first
six month after the Spanish returned to St. Augustine, even
though a substantial criminal element roamed at large in East
Florida during this time. 14 Second, why is there no record of
the repairs to the governor’s residence in Rocque’s “statement”
for 1784, notwithstanding that part of the timber was provided
during that year, according to Fatio’s letter? As suggested earlier,
Zespedes probably was not anxious to have his request for immediate repairs come to light shortly after his statement to
Intendent Urriza that his would be the last house to be repaired.
He might therefore have prevailed on Rocque to omit any reference to repairs in 1784; the work may have been started that
year but finished in 1785; or it may not have been started until
the latter year. In any event, the “statement of repairs” for the
year 1785 and for several years thereafter-at least through 1789shows varying amounts of annual repairs to the governor’s residence. 15
This historical sketch and its accompanying documents are
not definitive on the subject. The latter were selected from
among many of the earliest and most relevant from the East
Florida Papers in the Library of Congress in order to provide
a glimpse of the decadence the incoming Spanish regime encountered in 1784, and the approach to this problem as they
took possession of East Florida.
(Microfilm copies of Fast Florida Papers are in the P. K. Yonge Library
of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.) Itemized statement
from Fatio, March 18, 1786, and a follow-up letter of August 26, 1786,
from Fatio to Zespedes, containing a request for payment for timber
delivered for repairs to the governor’s house, from September 20, 1784,
until March 18, 1786, in the same amount as the earlier statement, that
is: 460 pesos, six reals, and seventeen maravedis of plata fuerte. According to Haggard, Handbook for Translators, 105-07, passim, this amount
would have been equivalent to $790.31 in terms of 1936 monetary
values.
14. Lockey, East Florida Documents, 14-17.
15. E.F.P.:L.C., 170A14. See the Relacion de los Reparos, etc., or “statement
of repairs,” December 31, for the years in question.
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Document No. 1.

16

Zespedes to Rocque

St. Augustine, Florida.
September 18, 1784.
Will you arrange with the utmost dispatch for my habitation,
which is the king’s property, to be inspected for the purpose of
repairing it, and insuring by all means possible that it have
some security. In the meantime you may effect other measures
to put it into a habitable condition.
May God preserve you many years.
Vizente Manuel de Zespedes
Senor don Mariano de la Rocque
Document No. 2.

Rocque to Zespedes.
St. Augustine, Florida.
September 19, 1784.

My most honored Sir:
I have inspected the house of the king 17 in which you reside
and find it is necessary to renew the wooden fence surrounding
it; to repair the partitions of the courtyard and rear courtyard,
along with other necessary repairs for its immediate security
while effecting the entire restoration to make it habitable. Your
Excellency will doubtless indicate what your greatest pleasure
may be.
I kiss the hands of Your Excellency.
Your most attentive servant and subordinate.
Mariano de la Rocque
(rubric)
Senor don Vizente Manuel de Zespedes

16. The documents included herein numbered 1 through 5 are from the
E.F.P.:L.C., 170A14, to and from the engineering department. They
were translated and annototated by the author.
17. Crown property was entitled to the same consideration as other public
property.
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Zespedes to Rocque.
St. Augustine, Florida.
September 20, 1784.

Being advised of all that you related to me in your letter
of yesterday, I agree that you may carry out whatever you consider urgent concerning the repair of the king’s house in which
I reside. For my part, I will grant the necessary authority to
assist you with whatever you need for this objective.
May God preserve you many years.
Vizente Manuel de Zespedes
Senor don Mariano de la Rocque
Document No. 4.

Rocque to Zespedes.
St. Augustine, Florida.
October 11, 1784.

My dear Sir:
I deliver into the hands of Your Excellency the information
and map of the city which you have verbally ordered oriented
to that of the English surveyor. I was able to copy it, having
confirmed by comparison that it is not entirely true to measurement. As the intention of Your Excellency is to manifest to His
Majesty the decadent state in which the city is found, (for which
[the map] might be important to the prospect of expecting royal
orders) I have attempted to set down minutely all that which I
have been able to acquire with said map and survey which I have
made with it-the only map that could be made while it is in
use with the planchette. 18 Therefore, I am working on the plans
of the Castillo 19 and barracks together with the calculations of
the restoration, so as to draft a general statement of its cost in
order that Your Excellency may send them to the court. Consequently, they may release the funds which are sought. All of

18. Webster’s defines a planchette as a circumferentor, an instrument used
by surveyors for taking angles, or a surveyor’s compass. It consists of
a compass with a magnetic needle and a dial graduated into 360 degrees, mounted on a horizontal brass bar at the ends of which are
sighting slits.
1 9 . Castillo de San Marcos in St. Augustine.
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which I will attempt with all dispatch possible to me, my only
object being the success of my assignment, and with this to
achieve the satisfaction that His Majesty is served as I desire.
May our Lord preserve Your Excellency many years.
I kiss the hands of Your Excellency.
Your most attentive servant and subordinate.
Mariano de la Rocque
(rubric)
Senor don Vizente de Zespedes
Document No. 5.
P LAZA

OF

Statement of Repairs: Rocque

S T . A UGUSTINE , F LORIDA .

YEAR

OF

1784.

From the 12th of July.
Statement of the repairs performed in the guard-house of the
night-guard, same for the hornwork, work on the provisional
church, and repair of the provisional hospital.
Guard-house of the Night-guard
A new sleeping-platform of pine has been built, suitable for
two corporals and twelve men and a separate one for the
Sergeant; a stock with six holes for the feet and one for the
head with the suitable iron fittings.
Guard-house of the Hornwork
All the board sheathing of the said hornwork, which is of
pine, has been repaired, as well as the sleeping-platform for
the troops; the doors, windows, their frames, and iron work; the
roof which is of shingles; likewise two pillars have been placed
under the shed.
Work of the Provisional Church
A portion of the partition wall on the second floor has been
torn down to the extent of one third of the total as well as a
chimney which was in the center of this, in order to form the
room for the church. It has been fashioned to support the
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remaining portion of the wall, the ceiling to receive an octagonal arch made of pine timber of adequate thickness; likewise the
altar table, the platform, steps, the cibary 20 [have been built]all of the same material.
Repair of the Provisional Hospital
Eight compartments of the third floor of the barracks have
been restored, as well as two on the second, one of them in particular for an apothecary. In like manner, the space which the
top ceiling forms with the roof of one of the rooms facing the
south has been enclosed with boards and secured for a clothing
room and other utensils for the use of the aforesaid hospital.
The same was done to the corresponding space which faces
north for a mortuary for the deceased.
The expenditure of this year has amounted to two thousand
fifty silver reals, inclusive of the amount of the laborers in the
absence of convicts.
St. Augustine Florida, December 31, 1784.
Mariano de la Rocque
(rubric)
20. Velasquez, Spanish and English Dictionary (Chicago, 1964), 589;
Sagrario: Cibary, the place where the consecrated host is kept.
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Dunnellon-Boomtown of the 1890’s: The Story of Rainbow
Springs and Dunnellon. By J. Lester Dinkins. (St. Petersburg:
Great Outdoors Publishing Co., 1969. xii, 215 pp. Map,
foreword, preface, acknowledgments, illustrations, index.
$4.95; paper $2.95.)
Comparisons of one book with another in any review are
often invidious. Yet, to this reviewer it is impossible to read
J. Lester Dinkins’ Dunnellon-Boomtown of the 1890’s without
getting some of the same warm glow of satisfaction received
from The Sea Brings Forth by Jack Rudloe, so ably reviewed
by Marian Murray in the Florida Historical Quarterly, April
1969. Mrs. Murray closed her review of Rudloe’s book by stating:
“Here is another book of which Florida may be proud.” I would
like to open this review of Dinkins’ Dunnellon by reiterating
that same statement at the beginning: “Here is another book
of which Florida may be proud!!” [The two exclamation points
are furnished gratis inasmuch as either, or both, of these capable
and talented writers can be used as excellent examples to refute
any overly harsh criticism of our high school and university
educational systems today. At the time that both of these books
were finished in 1968, Jack Rudloe and J. Lester Dinkins were
each just twenty-four.] Mr. Dinkins attended Marion County
public schools in Dunnellon, and received a B. A. in history
and a master of education from the University of Florida’s highly
respected College of Education. He now lives in Ocala, and
works as a guidance counselor at Ocala High School.
Mr. Dinkins has painted a far broader word picture of
Florida history than the constricting title of his book might indicate. From the geological birth of Florida, he takes us skillfully through the eras of the aborigines and the pioneers of
west Marion County, covering in most readable fashion the
stories of the Withlacoochee and Wekiwa Land Co.; the great
Florida phosphate boom; industrialization; the violent nineties;
[ 188 ]
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prosperity and stagnation; and depression, war, and prosperity:
1930-1969. If Dinkins tends slightly toward the panegyric in
his delineation of such characters as John F. Dunn, founder of
Belleview, Dunnellon, and Homosassa; and Albertus Vogt, the
discoverer of phosphate at Dunnellon in 1889, he can be forgiven, readily, because of the verve in which the biographies of
this precious pair of pirates are handled. In all fairness, he does
state: “Dunn was an important financier in the early exploitation
of the phosphate discovered in West Marion County. Joining
with Rene Snowden, and Albertus and John Vogt, Dunn
financed the purchase of choice phosphate lands, before the
original owners knew the value of the acreages that they were
selling, until he controlled some 60,000 acres of the best phosphate lands in Florida.”
For a town just eighty-two years of age in 1969, Dunnellon
has survived more schisms of state, county, and local politics
than almost any other settlement in Florida-schisms which
have caused it to be split right down the middle. The town was
so rent with lynchings and racial violence in the nineties that
it got the sobriquet of “Bad Dunnellon.” During the past decade,
the town divided once again over civil rights in 1963, but Dunnellon’s progressive newspaper, the Dunnellon Press, refused to
wave the Confederate flag, doing everything in its printed pages
to avoid exciting the people to any sort of retaliation. Mr.
Dinkins has taken this plentitude of exciting material and presented it in a scholarly and equally exciting fashion.
Leesburg, Florida

Baynard Kendrick

My Florida. By Ernest Lyons. (New York: A. S. Barnes &
Company, 1969. 226 pp. Author’s note, introductions, illustrations. $3.95; paper $1.95.)
This book is an act of conservation. Ernest Lyons, who has
lived in Florida since 1915, has preserved for us a lovely land
of jungle rivers, ocean frontiers, and mangrove swamp; of birds,
fish, and alligators; of people as much at home in their setting
as the cabbage palm. This part of Florida is changing, all but
vanishing under the impact of progress. But in Lyons’ book it
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is still there to “see” again through the gentle power of the
author’s words. Selected from his weekly editorial page columns
which appear in The Stuart News, the author says of these
writings that he was “vicariously enjoying the outdoors through
his typewriter when he couldn’t get there any other way.” And
we can enjoy the outdoors with him, through many a quiet
hour of reading.
This is a nostalgic book without bitterness. Ernest Lyons
is not an angry man. He is sad as a sunset is sad for all that
is dying in Florida. He must bemoan the fact that his beautiful St. Lucie is too often now a river of silt from flood control
measures, and that tarpon float belly up from pesticide pollution.
But here and there he sees hope. In his chapter, “Just a Glimmer
of Kindness Is Showing in the Land,” he writes: “There are
faint signs that we are moving toward a truce with the animals
in this part of Florida. In the relentless war of men against
everything else, little pockets of kindness are showing up.” He
tells of a ranch owner’s wife feeding deer; waterside dwellers
befriending alligators; and of people who make pets of fish. This
to a life-long angler such as Lyons, is puckishly decried even as
he admits the right of a certain Florida Keys dweller to scratch
pet grouper on the back.
Lyons has a thought for human Floridians. “Having fun is
the most important part of living here,” he writes. “If you
aren’t having your share you are cheating yourself.” His book
tells how to have fun: by rising at dawn to fish when it is
quietest; by seeking out hidden places in the swamp; and, if
lucky enough, by making friends with a hermit who may offer
“moonshine and pancakes” for breakfast. As history, Lyons’
book has conserved a part of Florida which will never be seen
again. For Floridians it will be an elegy of praise to a state
which offers so much and which has had so much taken from it
in return for this generous hospitality. The book is illustrated
by Jim Hutchinson whose sketches portray the same love of land
and wildlife expressed by the author. The introduction is by
Stephen Trumbull, all of which combine to make My Florida a
memorable book.
Summerland Key, Florida
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The Frank Murphy Story. By Frank Murphy as told to Thomas
Helm. (New York: Dodd, Mead, and Company, 1968. 312
pp. $6.50.)
If it’s true, as we often hear, that there’s a touch of larceny
in most of us, it is to be hoped that the larceny, in Florida at
least, is of the petit and not the grand variety. For the former
lands you only in jail. The latter is a felony leading to prison
or a road camp, and the Florida penal system, as powerfully portrayed in this compelling book, may have chosen for its models
the dungeons of the Spanish Inquisition and the barbed-wire
enclosures of the concentration camps.
The Frank Murphy Story is a harrowing account of barbarism
and inhumanity in the hidden places of Florida society, behind
the walls and fences of places where convicted persons are cataloged and warehoused. To protect society, allegedly, they are
stored away, and there is nobody to protect THEM when they
become numbers and non-persons. This is an account of one
man’s voyage into the hell of humiliation, degradation, and
bestiality. That he is able to tell it now, through the skillful
pen of Thomas Helm, is proof dramatic that hell is not necessarily forever. One wonders, however, how many there are, unlike Frank Murphy, who were beaten down beyond redemption.
An ailing convict on a road gang dies beside a ditch, saying,
his last words, that something inside him had burst, and a guard
threatens to kill Frank Murphy for going to his aid, thinking
him not yet dead. Another convict is bitten by a snake. Since
there are forty-five minutes to go to quitting time, the guard
keeps the crew of prisoners hard at work until they have given
the State of Florida their full day’s labor. The job of cutting
weeds and clearing ditches was more important that the nonperson convict’s life. A convict makes an attempt to escape from
a road gang. Unsuccessful, he comes out of a ditch with his
hands up. “You’re not ready to give up yet,” says the guard,
shooting him. Convicts are thrown into solitary confinement,
in little boxes, naked, where there is little air and no light, for
minor infractions of prison rules, and there is no way to count
the days they spend in the hot, clammy Florida darkness.
Frank Murphy is an alcoholic. He was one of the thousands
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who leaped into the bottle and landed behind bars, inside the
dismal little islands of hopelessness and despair, where rehabilitation is a game that prison officials play occasionally for the
press. In Florida, criminals are punished, not rehabilitated, and
the rehabilitation of Frank Murphy was not due to any prison
program but to the indomitable spirit of the man himself. He
was put on the path to a useful life by members of Alcoholics
Anonymous, whose visits were tolerated by the authorities as part
of their game of rehabilitation. He’s out now, doing well, and
helping other convicts released from bondage. He’s doing the
job the State of Florida should be doing, and for that he must
be commended. He and Thomas Helm should be commended,
too, for writing this book.
Tampa, Florida

John Frasca

Explorers of the Mississippi. By Timothy Severein. (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1968. xii, 294 pp. Preface, map, illustrations, bibliography, index. $6.95.)
One thing Timothy Severein can do is to write well. His
style is lucid, moving, full of vitality. And that is precisely why
this volume may prove to be one of the best-sellers, although in
historical content it is deficient when compared to other, more
staid accounts of the early travelers on the Father of Waters.
True, the author uses historical license at times, but he succeeds
in his basic purpose: to give the flavor and derring-do of those
great French, English, Spanish, and American voyagers of the
sixteenth through the nineteenth centuries.
The volume is selective and does not attempt to give all
or even most of the major explorers of the Mississippt. With
the exception of Hernan De Soto, little attention is devoted to
the lower Mississippi Valley because the author is preoccupied
with the explorations to find the source of the Mississippi.
The technique is not unlike that pursued by Hodding Carter in his Doomed Road of Empire: twelve chapters recount
the major voyages of men such as Soto who “managed to combine cruelty with generosity, leadership with supreme pig-headedness, ambition with self-sacrifice” in an expedition which “un-
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folds like the plot in a Spanish book of chivalry.” Rene-Robert
Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, “the visionary . . . the most tragic
figure in the history of Mississippi exploration,” follows the
voyage of “the Agent and the Priest”: Louis Joliet and Father
Jacques Marquette. Henri de Tonti, the courageous, loyal, and
steadfast “Iron Hand”; Father Louis Hennepin, “the mendacious
friar . . . an ambitious and garrulous peacock”; Captain Jonathan Carver, “an honest traveler whose legacy was a work of
plagiarism and travel lies,” following his honest trip of 1766;
Baron Louis-Armand Lahontan, who never really made a trip
up the Mississippi at all; Lieutenant Zebulon Montgomery Pike’s
first voyage which missed the true source of the Mississippi by
eighty miles; Giacomo Constantino Beltrami, “a breath of fresh
air” among the explorers who reached the Father of Waters in
1823; and a collection of sincere travelers such as Henry Rowe
Schoolcraft and Joseph Nicollet, and a fabulous mountebank
named Captain William Glazier who faked the whole thing!
Despite a facile pen and a keen sense of humor, the author
allows his anti-Spanish prejudice to show in a neo-Black Legend
fashion, barely touching the modern studies of Spain in the
Mississippi Valley. His biggest failure is betrayed in the preface
where he claims “no one had attempted a survey of the exploration of the ‘Father of Waters’ from the point of view of the
explorers themselves.” Obviously, he is unaware of numerous
studies of the Mississippi and the myriad accounts from exactly
this point of view. He ignores too many sound primary and
secondary sources to make this a last-word study of the subject,
but for the general reader the absence of footnotes and extensive
bibliography will be an asset rather than a liability. And one
cannot but agree, this fellow surely has a way with the pen!
Jack D. L. Holmes
University of Alabama in Birmingham
The Creation of the American Republic, 1776-1787. By Gordon
S. Wood. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1969. xiv, 653 pp. Preface, note, bibliography, index. $15.00.)
Begun as an analysis of constitution-making in the revolu-
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tionary era, this work became a sophisticated intellectual history
as Professor Wood gradually perceived the fundamental transformation of political culture that took place between 1776 and
1788. No review can possibly suggest the range of the book or
the subtlety of Wood’s arguments. Part one is a brilliant elaboration of “republicanism” as a revolutionary ideology, ranging
from English whiggish traditions, across the classical sources of
republicanism, to the Americans’ preoccupation with moral regeneration during the Revolution. Parts two and three treat the
construction of state constitutions, the popular reaction to the
new governments, and the Articles of Confederation; part four
examines the constitutional ills perceived and the remedies
proposed during the critical period; and part five focuses on the
federal Constitution. An excellent summary of “The Revolutionary Achievement” concludes the work.
Essentially interested in the ideological bases of the Revolution, Wood not only challenges both progressive and neo-Whig
interpretations, but also adds new dimensions to the work of
historians such as Bailyn and Morgan who assert the predominantly intellectual character of the Revolution. The surprising
result is nevertheless an argument that will give more comfort to
neo-Beardians than consensus historians, for Wood finds an
underlying social purpose in the activities of the constitutional
reformers of 1787 (the “Worthy” struggling “against the Licentious”), who “conceived of the Constitution as a political device
designed to control the social forces the Revolution had released.” Yet the final irony was that in developing a tactical
argument to defend the work of the Philadelphia convention,
the Federalists developed a new ideology which was ultimately
turned against them during the following decade, and which
neither restrained nor regenerated the people but unleashed
them.
Since the state governments rested upon a republican theory
that saw liberty as an outgrowth of the people’s willingness to
submerge their private interests in the public good (to exercise
their “public virtue”), the critical period was perceived not so
much as an economic crisis as a loss of virtue and a failure of
character. Thus if Americans were to retain their liberties-i.e.,
not abandon republicanism for governments based on coercion-
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they must find new institutions capable of restraining the people
without degenerating into tyranny. By developing a workable
formula for firmly relocating sovereignty in the people-through
constitutional conventions and popular ratifying elections-and
refocusing on the nation rather than the states, the way was
opened to delegating power to the central government adequate
to cope with the “licentiousness of the people.” The result was
an amazing display of confidence “in the efficacy of institutional
devices for solving social and political problems.”
Library of Congress

Paul H. Smith

A Rope of Sand: The Colonial Agents, British Politics, and the
American Revolution.
By Michael G. Kammen. (Ithaca:
Cornell University Press, 1969. xviii, 349 pp. Preface, illustrations, appendix, bibliography, index. $10.00.)
But while the lust of power and gain blinded the rulers of
Great-Britain, mistated facts and uncandid representations
brought over their people to second the infatuation. A few
honest men properly authorized, might have devised measures
of compromise, which under the influence of truth, humility
and moderation, would have prevented a dismemberment of
the empire; but these virtues ceased to influence, and false
hood, haughtiness and blind zeal usurped their places.
Professor Kammen’s nicely-chosen quotation from David
Ramsay’s History of the American Revolution (1789) illuminates the predicament of the colonial agents in the decade before
the Revolution and the intractable nature of the problem they
faced. The Revolution was, we know, a bold and successful bid
for independence and freedom by the American colonists; it
was equally a disaster in British policy, the “dismemberment of
the empire.” Could the agents, any agents, have prevented it?
Professor Kammen’s careful study provides materials for an
answer. His is by no means a lone venture. The literature about
the agents is extensive, including such works as Ella Lonn’s
Colonial Agents of the Southern Colonies (1945) and Jack M.
Sosin’s Agents and Merchants (1965). Professor Kammen’s object is to study the agents and their work in London, rather
than their place in the politics of the colonies. He has examined
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a great many manuscript collections both in England and in the
United States, has consulted the many pamphlets written by
the agents, and is well-versed in the mass of monographs and
articles in historical journals and state historical society publications. His critical bibliography is a model of its kind.
The agents were a varied lot. Many were English, with no
direct experience of America; a few were members of Parliament.
Edmund Burke was the best known of these-and one of the
least useful; Richard Jackson, Robert Charles, John Thomlinson,
Barlow Trecothick, Charles Garth, Dennys de Berdt, and Jasper
Mauduit were prominent in this group. Among the Americans
Benjamin Franklin was outstanding, not only for his personal
distinction and his fertility in his writings and his friendships,
but also in the number of colonies he acted for - Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Massachusetts, Georgia. There were other able men
such as Jared Ingersoll, William Samuel Johnson, Arthur Lee,
and for a very brief term, John Wentworth. Professor Kammen
gives “profiles” of them from time to time, and he has included
a series of handsome portraits as illustrations; yet few of them,
unfortunately, come to life. Their duties, their inadequate
salaries, their expenses in dealing with governments when every
official had his fees and every porter expected his “vail,” their
methods of work - presenting petitions, waiting on ministers,
visiting coffee houses and the Houses of Parliament, dealing with
publishers and printers - are carefully described. Their status was
always ambiguous, a cross between a lobbyist and an officially
accredited representative (what in British practice evolved into
the office of high commissioner.) At times the British government
attempted to refuse recognition unless the agent represented the
governor, council, and assembly of the colony - which was by no
means always the case.
This and other difficulties mattered little in fair times. The
peak of the agents’ influence came with the repeal of the Stamp
Act. They were then a seasoned and able group of men; the
politicians were divided; the English merchants were ready to
co-operate (on some subjects the Dissenters and Quakers were
also useful allies.) After 1766 things began to go wrong. The
older agents passed from the scene. British politics were in a
state of flux, until some stability was achieved under Lord
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North. The rising temper in the colonies made the agents’
work more difficult, particularly in the face of the dogged
ignorance of America displayed by politicians and the public.
The merchants were less friendly, and were developing new
markets and riding out American boycotts. Even the clerks and
secretaries in government offices were less helpful. The new
American department lacked influence, and its heads, the peremptory Hillsborough and the country-loving Dartmouth, were unsympathetic or ineffective. In the last desperate effort to block
or mitigate the Coercive Acts in 1774, the agents showed much
vigour, but had difficulty in finding M.P.'s to present their cause
in Parliament. Disintegration triumphed.
Could it have been otherwise? One’s main criticism of Professor Kammen’s book is that it follows too closely the method of
analysis. It is something of a patchwork, discussing the agents
and the press, the agents and the colonies, the agents and the
politicians. This involves a good deal of back-tracking, and
stands in the way of a connected narrative. The agents’ activities at the time of the Townshend duties and their repeal do not
stand out clearly in this method of presentation. What is made
admirably clear is the setting in which the agents worked, and
the difficulties with which they were encompassed. Would even
a John Adams, a Galloway, a Jefferson have succeeded in these
circumstances?
Charles L. Mowat
University College of North Wales, Bangor

The Sword of the Republic: The United States Army on the
Frontier, 1783-1846. By Francis Paul Prucha. (New York:
MacMillan Company, 1969. xvii, 442 pp. Preface, maps, illustrations, bibliography, index. $12.50.)
This volume, one in the series, The Wars of the United
States, is a study of the United States Army from the Revolution
to the Mexican War. There were no major conflicts, except for
the War of 1812, and the regular army was invariably small and
the military problems were those typical of the frontier-hostile
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Indians, British and Spanish machinations, constructing new
forts as the frontier advanced, abandoning those no longer of
military significance, and building roads or improving river
navigation to maintain vital supply lines. Officers of the small
army, frequently West Pointers at the end of the period, were
usually conscientious and a moderating force for justice and
order on the unruly frontier. The enlisted men were of a different mold, and desertions were common, enlistment was always a problem, and temperance reform made no headway at the
remote garrisons.
Despite the fact that whites had been in Florida for some
three centuries, this territory was still largely a frontier region before the Mexican War. Five of the eighteen chapters in Professor
Prucha’s book directly concern Florida, and they consider such
problems as the Spanish-American frontier after 1783, Florida’s
role in the War of 1812, the First Seminole War of 1818, and
above all, the costly Second Seminole War. This work is of
considerable value for a brief treatment of the Second Seminole
War, though the best account is John Mahon’s study, published
too late for Prucha to use. For those who think of Florida as
“southern,” this work will disclose that even in the 1830s and
1840s Florida’s experience in many respects was similar to
Iowa’s.
The author infers that the United States was divinely destined to expand and round out her borders at the expense of
Spain, Britain, and especially the Indians. The undermanned
army, according to Professor Prucha, played an important part
in carrying out this mission, and he portrays the army and its
leaders in a favorable light; for example, General Jesup had
no recourse but to seize Osceola under a flag of truce. This
work, reflecting an enormous amount of research, is more a
narrative than a critical study, and is not overly concerned with
reconciling American expansion with morality. It has excellent
maps and illustrations, it is written in a style that is readable
though it does not sparkle, and it should remain the standard
work on the army before 1846 for many years to come.
Florida State University
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Negro Troops of Antebellum. Louisiana: A History of the Battalion of Free Men of Color. By Roland C. McConnell.
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1968. xi,
143 pp., Preface, map, bibliography, index. $5.00.)
Whatever validity previous generations may have found in
George Eliot’s mot that nations, like women, are happiest without a history, the sounds of today would certainly seem to give
it the lie. Even parts of nations, such as the black segment of
the United States, appear incapable of finding their constantly
evoked sense of “identity” without those essential data which
only the past can provide.
This slim volume attempts to supply a few of those data in
telling the story of the military troop of free men of color who
served Louisiana under France, Spain, and the United States.
Its origins were to be found in slave units called to arms by the
French to quell the Natchez Revolt in 1729, service performed
with bravery sufficient to win freedom for various of the bound
combattants. Their rankes were swelled by participation in
Bienville’s ill-fated Chickasaw campaigns and Bernardo de Galvez’s more glorious drubbings of the British in Pensacola and
West Florida during the 1780s, for which they first received
formal militia status. Under Spain, their companies were
given free colored officers, subordinate to a white commander,
and in peace they proved diligent pursuers of runaway slaves
and dependable suppressors of slave insurrection.
Their position after 1803, like so much else in the postPurchase territory of Orleans, was confused and uncertain.
Governor Claiborne was relatively well disposed toward them,
but the predominant force of the white community seems to
have determined upon an end to their military existence. The
crisis of 1814-1815 saved them from this fate, at least for a
term, when Jackson sensibly employed every available resource,
even the “hellish banditti,” in the repulse of the British at
Charlmette. There the free men of color served with their
wonted courage and pride, but except for the usual pensions
and land bounties, white gratitude and generosity hardly outlasted the British presence. Brief words of praise were soon followed by exclusion from commemorations of the great battle,
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and by 1834, as life became more restrictive for free persons of
color across the South, a new Louisiana militia law specifically
limited service to white men, and the long history of the battalion came to an end.
This small book may well introduce the story of the Louisiana colored militia to a wider audience than any which it has
had before. But in most respects it must be adjudged less than
satisfactory, particularly in its failure to add a fuller dimension
to our understanding of the Negro’s part in the nation’s past.
The data reported here are not unfamiliar - they are to be found
in scholarly articles and a Tulane University dissertation by
Donald Everett, and in Joseph T. Wilson’s The Black Phalanx
of 1888, none of which are listed in the current volume’s bibliography. Most significantly, the work offers little but a sterile
retelling of military deeds. What we really need to know, and
are not told, are the deeper facts of this unique black experience. How did free men of color adjust to their role as guarantors of slavery? What was their consequent relationship to the
black bondsman? Why did the position of the free men of color
in Louisiana deteriorate after 1803? Was it because of a deeper
anti-Negro sentiment among newly arrived Anglo-Saxon whites,
or because of an always present antipathy among the French
majority newly liberated from official Spanish policy? Can
decline of membership in the battalion after 1815 be attributed
accurately to an economic “prosperity” of dubious nature not
clearly linked to it in any way in these pages? Did the free
men of color attempt any significant program to make good their
claim to United States citizenship under the treaty of 1803? And
why did they yield so submissively at last to the disappointment
of their hopes?
The answers to these questions may not, in truth, be attainable. It is clear from various passages in Professor McConnell’s book, however, that he is not quite at home in the perplexities of the Louisiana scene, ethnically or politically. It is
precisely in exhaustive research of these areas that the true
relevance of the Louisiana battalion of free men of color must
be sought. That research remains to be done.
Joseph G. Tregle, Jr.
Louisiana State University in New Orleans
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The Slave Economy of the Old South: Selected Essays in Economic and Social History. By Ulrich Bonnell Phillips. Edited
with an introduction by Eugene D. Genovese. (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1968. xiv, 304 pp. Introduction, charts, bibliography, index. $8.95; paper $2.95.)
In this volume, twenty-one essays of uneven quality have
been brought together which provide highly useful and varied
materials in the study of the slave system in the South. As
Professor Genovese points out in an able and analytical introduction, most of the essays do not contain any novel approaches
or materials for the specialists; however, others are ranked as the
most perceptive and best accounts of their respective subjects.
These essays are divided into five groups: The Historical and
Social Setting; The Slave Plantation in Economy and Society;
Industrial and Urban Problems; A Glance at the British West
Indies; and The Legacy.
In the first group of essays, “Racial Problems, Adjustments
and Disturbances,” and “The Plantation as a Civilizing Factor”
are two that stand out Here, Phillips deals with such aspects of
slavery as the origin of the system, the slave trade, the volume of
traffic, the question of cruelty, runaway and stolen slaves, methods of social control, and his concept of the beneficient and paternal features of the system. In the economic development of
the South, he sees the plantation system as the most efficient one
for maximizing land usage and slave labor. He maintains that
the general betterment of the Negro at that time would be best
realized by building up of moderate size plantations where he
would “have the protection from the harsher features of the
modern strife, which will be afforded him by the patriarchal
character of the system of which he is a part.”
Among this highly diversified collection of essays are those
which concentrate on such aspects as the economics of the plantation, the cost of slavery, the growth of the black belts, transportation, and the problems of slave and free labor. His analysis
of two West Indian plantations, “An Antigua Plantation, 17691818,” and “A Jamaica Slave Plantation,” are, as Professor Genovese states, “among the finest in the literature.” Throughout the
volume, Phillips emphasizes repeatedly that slavery cannot be
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understood in economic terms alone. While conceding that the
system had many negative economic features, he argues that so
long as the system could pay its way, its preservation would rest
on its usefulness as a means of social control. Thus, the economic aspect of slavery could be properly understood only in the
context of ideology, politics, and the social structure of the South.
As one would expect, Phillips, as in other works, stresses the
primacy of the race question as the “central theme” in southern
history. It seems fitting that the volume is so arranged that the
last essay deals with this central theme - the cap-stone of his
belief in superior and inferior races. The central theme, Phillips
contends, “arose as soon as the Negroes became numerous enough
to create a problem of race control in the interest of orderly
government and the maintenance of Caucasian civilization.”
Slavery was thus instituted no merely to provide control of
labor but also as a system of racial adjustment and social order.
The essays are well written, widely varied in scope, quite
sound and analytical in quality, and effectively grouped for presentation. An excellent bibliography on the writings of Phillips
makes this work even more valuable to students and specialists
of this period in history. Although one might be inclined to
take issue with Phillips’ racial biases and his vigorous justification of the slave system in southern society, it would be difficult
for one to refute his contention that southern economics must be
viewed in the context of the integrated social and political framework of the region.
Leedell W. Neyland
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University
Edgar Gardner Murphy: Gentle Progressive. By Hugh C. Bailey.
(Coral Gables: University of Miami Press, 1968. xii, 274
pp. Preface, illustrations, bibliography, index. $8.50.)
This is a long overdue biography of a Southerner who played
a major role in helping to shape the more progressive aspect
of the New South. The life work of Edgar Gardner Murphy
touched vitally the development of the region in three sensitive
areas: race relations, educational changes, and child labor.
Murphy was born the member of a poor family in Fort Smith,
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Arkansas, in 1869. His widowed mother moved the family to
San Antonio, Texas, where he spent his youth. An ambitious
lad who was fortunate in securing proper guidance he went to
Sewanee for his undergraduate education, and received his
theological training at General Theological Seminary in New
York.
After finishing college, Murphy served parishes in the Episcopal Church in San Antonio, Montgomery, Alabama, and in
New York City. In his first parish he became active in the field
of social work. When he removed to Montgomery as minister
of St. John’s Episcopal Church he moved into an environment
which was bound down by both social and religious problems
which challenged him to the fullest extent. His church was in
serious financial difficulties and in spiritual doldrums; and almost within the parish limits law the larger challenges of racial
relations and disturbing labor conditions.
Murphy came to social maturity in the era when rampant
demagogues in Alabama were turning the social and economic
clock backwards. All across the South the Populists were revising the state constitutions and helping to sink the Negro
deeper into the morass of illiteracy and economic poverty. The
black man was being denied on all sides the privilege of joining
a middle class which would give his race stability in the South.
The passage of Jim Crow laws helped further to destroy the
status and dignity of the Negro. It was also a time when moderate Southerners like George Washington Cable met with sharp
rebuke when they called attention to these conditions. The even
greater horror of the lynching stain sullied the southern conscience, and it had an important bearing on the attitudes of the
regional editors.
In the growing crusade to lift the level of southern education
generally, Murphy became deeply involved in trying to further
the aims of the Negro. In time he became a central figure in
this area. Education for all Southerners was a broad challenge;
succeeding decennial censuses in the form of comparative statistics of educational failures brought no comfort. In the
years 1880-1910, several groups played active roles in establishing universal education in the South. In time Murphy became
a leader of this educational movement through his active par-
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ticipation on the Southern Education Board. Again his central
concern was the education of the Negro.
Murphy’s most notable achievment was in the field of child
labor reform. Through his ministry in Montgomery he extended
the activities of his church to the mill workers of the community,
especially to the women and children who suffered abuse from
the system. Between 1898 and 1912, he became the storm center
of the crusade to get enacted at the state and national levels protective laws for child and female laborers. In numerous articles,
speeches, and letters, Murphy proved himself an able contender
with the special interests. He was able to force avaricious mill
masters and agrarian Alabama politicians to reveal the shallowness and gross hypocrisy of their positions. Much of Murphy’s
work in this field is revealed in the series of essays published in
1904 under the title The Present South. These sections contain
the central contentions of the author. Aside from this book
Murphy was to produce a considerable volume of contemporary
comment on both the South and religious subjects. Authorship,
however, failed to bring him the satisfaction which he expected.
He found that most Southerners did not buy books, especially if
they were at all critical of the region.
Professor Bailey has been thorough in his search for materials
relating to Murphy and the rise of the New South. He has
shown insight and judiciousness in interpreting the regional
changes which occurred, 1870-1912. This is a fine contribution
to the literature of the history of the New South.
Indiana University

Thomas D. Clark

Scottsboro: A Tragedy of the American South. By Dan T. Carter.
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1969. xiii,
431 pp. Preface, illustrations, essay on authorities, index.
$10.00.)
In the 1930s “Scottsboro” was a name to reckon with. It
symbolized one of the most sensational court cases in the twentietieth-century South. The case had its beginning in the early
spring of 1931, when nine Negro boys were accused of raping
two hoboing white girls on a freight train as it moved across
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northern Alabama. The Negro youths were quickly tried in
Scottsboro, Alabama, and eight of them were sentenced to death.
The Scottsboro Case eventually involved five trials, two reversals
by the United States Supreme Court, and one by a trial judge;
the intervention of the Communist-dominated International
Labor Defense, a fierce struggle between the ILD and the NAACP
for control of the boys’ defense, the employment by the defense
of the criminal lawyer Samuel Leibowitz, the formation of the
Scottsboro Defense Committee in late 1935, and the long frustrating efforts to secure the release of the “Scottsboro boys.” The
case was legally concluded nineteen years after it began, when
the last of the boys was quietly paroled by Alabama authorities.
This absorbing account of the case is a tour de force. Presented in an earlier version as a Ph.D. dissertation at the University of North Carolina, where the author was a student of George
B. Tindall, Scottsboro is a definitive treatment of the whole complicated story and one that is based on exhaustive research in
the sources. Although the evidence in this study makes it
abundantly clear that the Scottsboro boys were the victims of
“a horrible mistake,” the question of their guilt or innocence is
not Carter’s primary concern. (Yet is should be noted that the
skillful way in which he follows his dramatis personae gives his
work greater human interest and sharpens its impact.) His major
objective is to show how and why the case became a tragic episode in the experience of the American South. Thus, while
lucidly reconstructing the developments in the Scottsboro Case,
he throws a penetrating beam of light on such things as the
operation of the southern court system, the incredible conditions
that existed in Alabama prisons, the nature of the South’s racism,
the limits of southern liberalism, sectional attitudes and images
in North and South, and the role of American radicalism in the
thirties.
This volume is so good that it may be ungracious of the
reviewer to suggest that the author might have given it an added
dimension by presenting a summary interpretation of the case’s
historical significance. Perhaps there were good reasons for Professor Carter to avoid such an explicit statement, but, as it is,
the reader is left to draw his own conclusions. In any case, one
hopes that Carter will move on to other topics in our modern
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history where his talent for exposition and interpretation will
have an even larger scope. Meanwhile, he and the Louisiana
State University Press can take pride in having produced an
extraordinarily fine book.
Vanderbilt University

Dewey W. Grantham

Controversy in the Twenties: Fundamentalism, Modernism, and
Evolution. Edited by Willard B. Gatewood, Jr. (Nashville:
Vanderbilt University Press, 1969. ix, 459 pp. Preface, note
on sources, index. $10.00.)
To those of us who went to college in the twenties the debates
between fundamentalists and modernists seem to have occurred
yesterday, and the names of such fundamentalists as William
Jennings Bryan, Dwight L. Moody, and John Roach Straton in
controversy with such modernists as Shailer Mathews, Harry
Emerson Fosdick, and Harry Elmer Barnes evoke immediate
memories of stormy verbal clashes.
Though the era of the twenties seems like yesterday in some
respects, it is light-years away in others. Few people now debate
against the theory of evolution, although they may debate the
method of its operation; perhaps even fewer debate about theological beliefs (although the recent controversies within the
Catholic Church may be an exception.) Most present modernists
go to theologically liberal churches; fundamentalists belong to
theologically conservative churches. However, the fight of the
twenties for the control of theological teaching has long since
been won by the modernists. In the words of one fundamentalist, quoted by Gatewood, “The modernists have filched the
denominational universities, colleges, schools of second grade,
and theological seminaries.” In any case it was inevitable that
the fundamentalists would have lost this battle because their
forces were arrayed against all modern scientific thought as well
as modern scholarship in history and the social sciences. This
book is so complete in its analysis and coverage of the fundamentalist-modernist debate that it might almost be considered
definitive. Furthermore, the selections quoted by the partisans
and commentators are exceptionally well-chosen and edited.
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While Professor Gatewood does not try to make the point
explicitly, his whole book tends to indicate that fundamentalists
have one type of mental approach to all problems, modernists
another. Thus we now have what might be called the “fundamentalist” approach to Civil Rights, Viet Nam, and social welfare contrasted with the “modernist” approach to the same controversies. Books on subjects such as this usually fall into two
general categories - the object study type and the polemical
type. The study is often so objective it seems to be merely an
academic exercise. The polemic is often dogmatic and without
documentation. It is possible to combine the objective and polemical so that a carefully documented study comes to conclusions,
makes observations, and takes positions. This book does come
to conclusions, makes observations, and takes positions but only
in the material quoted from partisans and commentators. To
my mind the study would have been more effective if the author
on occasion had made his own position explicit. In all other
respects, the book is an excellent treatment of a crucial time in
America’s intellectual development.
New Smyrna Beach, Florida

Byron S. Hollinshead

Legislative Representation in the Contemporary South. By
Malcolm E. Jewell. (Durham: Duke University Press, 1967.
x, 141 pp. Tables, index. $5.50.)
Malcolm Jewell has produced a useful little volume, primarily directed to an analysis of the effects of legislative reapportionment on political alignments and political competition
in southern state legislatures. Although one might have hoped
that such a study would have been delayed long enough to
embrace the results from Florida’s court-designed reapportionment of 1967, nevertheless political scientists must salute Professor Jewell for providing us with the first multi-state regional
analysis of current state legislative representation. Our students
stand in real need of the kind of data Professor Jewell has supplied.
One of the truly seminal works on American state politics
was V. O. Key’s Southern Politics in State and Nation. It was
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Key’s conclusion that bi-partisan politics would be probably the
most beneficial political development of a systemic nature that
could be achieved in the South. Following this concept, Jewell
focuses on competition, both intraparty and interparty, in races
for both houses of the legislatures of eight Southern states:
Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida,
Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas. Availability of data and widely
varying levels of competition and variations in political systems
determined the selection of these eight states. Data are derived
from four or more elections between 1947 and 1964 in all states.
Jewell’s definition of competition includes the concept of levels
of competition ranging from the merely minimal dichotomous
condition of one as distinguished from more than a single candidate for a seat to the highest level of competition represented
in loss of a legislative seat by an incumbent. The percentage of
legislative seats that meet various standards of competition is
calculated, and the districts in each state are divided into several
categories, with the levels of competition developed for each
category. The independent variables selected by the author as
having a possible effect on levels and nature of competition are:
1) the level of two-party competition, 2) incumbency, 3) urbanrural differences in districts, 4) factionalism, 5) use of legislative
slates, and 6) demographic make-up of districts, especially racial
proportions in the population.
Professor Jewell reminds us of the possibility of using two
analytic models by which to study legislative representation: one,
the party model in which party responsibility is a major element,
and the other, the nonpartisan model with legislators independent of constituents and of any lasting ties to each other The
latter model is congruent with a lack of home rule for local
government. In other words, special local acts and individual
legislative effort concentrated on obtaining special local projects
by a single representative are assumed to be functional for a nonpartisan legislative system. A system of factions constitutes a
variation in the nonpartisan model.
Among the more significant findings from the study is the
conclusion that both interparty competition and competition
within the Democratic Party are positively correlated with the
metropolitan character of the legislative districts. The number
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of Republican legislative candidates has grown more rapidly
in the more heavily urbanized districts. These districts are also
those in which the Democratic primary is most competitive. It
is these heavily urbanized counties that benefit substantially
from reapportionment.
Although this book was written before Florida’s courtordered and executed reapportionment and special legislative
election of 1967, Professor Jewell accurately predicted that Florida would be one of the three states of the South that would be
most significantly affected by reapportionment. Increasing the
number of counties in a legislative district increases competition
up to a point, as Professor Jewell found in an analysis of Texas
legislative races, for the very large geographic districts of ten
or more rural counties in that state had little competition for
seats. Incumbents are hard to beat in very large districts.
On the other hand, the author’s prediction that counties with a
great increase in the number of seats allocated, might very well
be divided into single member districts has not transpired, at
least in Florida. The large Florida counties which enjoyed great
increases in numbers of seats under reapportionment still are
multi-member districts and have enormous lists of competitors
in the Democratic primaries. Such districts make it difficult
for Negro candidates to win seats.
The impact of the Negro vote in southern states is also analyzed by Malcolm Jewell. An increase in political effectiveness
of urban Negroes is anticipated as well as an increasing enfranchisement of more rural Negroes, both of which should
increase competition for legislative seats. But the most effective
means to increase the number of Negroes in southern state legislatures would probably be through a Supreme Court decision
striking down multi-member districts. The Republicans also
would benefit from a decision compelling the establishment of
single member districts.
Without having investigated the voter’s motivations in legislative primaries, Professor Jewell is understandably reluctant
to generalize on the topic. But he is dubious both about the
importance of issues in legislative primaries and about the possibility of finding any positive relationship between highly competitive primaries and attention by the voters to the campaign.
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Instead, he speculates that most voters presently make their
state legislative choices on the basic of some personal knowledge
of the candidate himself. Also local issues rather than state issues
will be those identified by the voters as “issues.” Reapportionment, through increasing metropolitan representation, weakens
the possibility of personal knowledge of candidates as a strong
factor influencing voter choices. Instead, for such areas Jewell
speculates about the possibility of increased influence by interest
groups, factions, and candidate alliances.
This study is a competent and clearly analyzed research contribution to our understanding of current political changes in
the South. By marshalling the legislative election data from
eight states - a formidable task as anyone knows who has worked
with election data in any of the states covered - Professor Jewell
has underscored the validity of the hypotheses first stated by
V. O. Key and others that political competition is much higher
in metropolitan counties and that Republicanism also is greater
in these counties. Although this is not a startling conclusion,
nevertheless there were no actual published “hard” data to support it in the South until Professor Jewell produced this useful
little book. Both faculty and students will find it a valuable addition to work in the field of legislative politics as reapportionment is rapidly changing the style of legislative politics and
possibly gradually blunting the differences between state politics
in the South from those in the rest of the nation. The next task
will be to attempt to discover whether such a change in systemic
characteristics as that from a noncompetitive to a competitive
style of politics produces different policy outputs in terms of
legislation enacted.
This is now being attempted by other
scholars, and to the total understanding we can gain of American state legislative politics, Malcolm Jewell will have made a
significant contribution.
University of Florida

Gladys M. Kammerer

Roads to Research: Distinguished Library Collections of the
Southeast. By Thomas H. English. (Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 1968. xiii, 116 pp. Preface, bibliography, index. $1.95.)
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This brief work represents a fascinating and useful summary
of outstanding research materials to be found in libraries of the
twenty-eight member Association of Southeastern Research
Libraries. With the inception of the graduate school in this
country late in the nineteenth century, it became quickly apparent that research materials organized for scholarly use must
be a logical concomitant of such a development. The economically distraught South, as in most other areas, lagged
behind the rest of the nation in progress toward building a
research capacity in its centers of higher learning. But in spite
of a late start, Professor English shows that with impetus from
a survey of resources of southern libraries made three decades
ago by the American Library Association, and cooperative efforts
by the Association of Southeastern Research Libraries over the
last decade, that considerable progress has been made in building substantial and even distinguished special collections of research materials in the Southeast. From his study he is convinced that “research materials and services of the region are
[now] being developed to a high standard of distinction and
efficiency.”
It is not accidental that the most heavily endowed and prestigious universities in this region have the finest collections of
research materials. Duke University and the University of North
Carolina each have listed in this work eight collections ranging
over such diverse subjects in time as Greek and Latin manuscripts, incunabula, Spanish drama, the detective story, and
George Bernard Shaw. It is also interesting to see the appropriate work of other universities such as Tulane’s collections of
New Orlean Jazz and the history of the steamboat, the sugar
collection at LSU, the marine sciences collection at the University of Miami, materials on warfare and aeronautics (wholly
current) at the Air University, the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
collection of the University of Florida, the Americana collection
at the University of Virginia, and the thirty-three tons of records
of a contemporary figure, Estes Kefauver, at the University of
Tennessee.
The important Floridiana holdings in the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, the Caribbean Collection of books
and manuscripts at the University of Florida, and the
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sizable French Revolution and Napoleonic collections in the
Robert L. Strozier Library, Florida State University, are cited by
Professor English.
J. Franklin Jameson, sometime editor of the American Historical Review, the Dictionary of American Biography, and chief
of manuscripts at the Library of Congress, once mused that fate
had confined him to the “simple role of a powder monkey,
passing forward ammunition for others to fire off.” Such a fate
seems to this reviewer to be a worthy destiny for great libraries,
one which they should continuously strive to realize. It is rewarding to know that such a striving is occurring across our
region and that we are currently in the mainstream of a national
effort to collect and preserve research materials, and make them
known and accessible to scholars and the general public. In
his brief summary of such work in the Southeast, Professor
English has served this cause well.
Tennessee State Library and Archives

Sam B. Smith

Corra Harris: Lady of Purpose. By John E. Talmadge. (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 1968. xi, 179 pp. Illustrations,
preface, bibliography, index. $6.00.)
In publishing a biography of Georgia novelist Corra Harris,
Professor Talmadge has moved into a virtually unexplored area,
since the main previously-published biographical materials on
Mrs. Harris had been a serially-run “biography” in the Atlanta
Journal in the early 1930s. The lack is surprising; for, though
Mrs. Harris is now usually remembered, if at all, as the author
of The Circuit-Rider’s Wife and the deliverer of a famous, if
somewhat ludicrous, series of lectures on Evil at Rollins College
in Winter Park, Florida, she was an extremely popular novelist
and contributor of essays and fiction to widely-read periodicals
through the first third of this century. Using the very extensive
collection of Mrs. Harris’s letters and other relevant materials in
the University of Georgia Library’s Corra Harris Collection, in
addition to manuscript materials from a variety of other collec-
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tions, Professor Talmadge has filled the vacuum with a biography
that, while relatively brief, is comprehensive and authoritative.
Her biographer makes no extravagant claims for Mrs. Harris’s
literary talents, emphasizing repeatedly that her material was
usually written with the overriding motivation of its sale and
with aesthetic or other considerations playing only a minor role.
Hence, despite the fact that there are considerable passages of
commentary upon Mrs. Harris’s voluminous literary production,
the emphasis of the biography is primarily upon the strong, purposeful, at times almost ruthless personality that was Mrs. Harris,
and, concomitantly, on the socio-economic milieu in which that
personality developed and operated. A lifespan that extended
from 1869 to 1935 saw her move from the North Georgia farm
where she was born to subsequent periods as a rural circuitrider’s wife, a college professor’s wife in Oxford, Georgia, and
finally a famous writer whose assignments included war correspondence in World War I France and whose activities included her lectures at Rollins in which she reportedly said, “I
am a great fan of God.”
The thesis of the biography is that Mrs. Harris was indeed a
“lady of purpose.” Moving from a childhood sense that “perhaps God intended her to be a very important person,” Mrs.
Harris developed her purposes as an adult, first as the ambitious
wife of Lundy Harris, a Methodist minister and teacher whose
emotional instability and peculiar religious fervor kept him
from achieving the distinction in church or academic circles
which she longed for and eventually led to his suicide. Disappointed in her hopes for her husband’s career and in financial
need, Mrs. Harris began the literary career that was to bring
her fame and financial security. Yet through all her relationships, whether they were struggles with her husband’s weaknesses and peculiarities, or with George H. Lorimer, the hardboiled editor of the Saturday Evening Post, or with the humblest
neighbor who worked for her on her North Georgia farm, ran
the strain of practical purposefulness, of the strong individual
in pursuit of well-defined practical goals. At the same time, Mrs.
Harris was a woman capable of passionate personal relationships.
Professor Talmadge strikingly depicts a personality and recreates the varied background of times and places against which
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her story developed. He writes always with clarity and clear
judgement, with an evident compassion for the frequent sufferings of a woman not always easy to respond to with sympathy,
and with a gentle humor that is aware of the ludicrous in human behavior without rejoicing in it.
University of Georgia

H. Grady Hutcherson

BOOK NOTES
On October 1, 1968, Jacksonville became the largest city in
size in the United States, encompassing an 827 square-mile area.
After several failures to annex the rapidly growing suburbs of
Jacksonville, consolidation resulted from state legislative action
and affirmative citizen support in a referendum of August 1967.
The factors which led to this city-county consolidation - a political phenomena which has been achieved by only about a
half dozen communities since World War II - is the basis for a
highly informative book, Consolidation: Jacksonville-Duval
County. The Dynamics of Urban Political Reform, by Richard
Martin. Consolidation, at first just a scheme to unite North
Florida agricultural and commercial interests so as to develop
Jacksonville as “the natural trade outlet of the state,” began as
early as 1868, and it has been a continuing process ever since.
It meant overcoming such catastrophes as the yellow fever epidemic of 1888, the 1901 fire, and the depression of the 1930s,
and battling public apathy, voter disinterest, suburban opposition, and political chicanery. It was not an easy war to win,
but in the final analysis the goals were achieved, and as Mr.
Martin describes it, the “quiet revolution” triumphed. The
book was published by Crawford Publishing Company, 2111
North Liberty Street, Jacksonville. It sells for $7.50.
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The 1885 edition of History of St. Augustine Florida by
William W. Dewhurst has been reprinted by Academy Books, 46
Washington Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701. This is a brief
but interesting account of St. Augustine’s founding, its struggle
for survival during the Spanish colonial era, and its history
during the British, Second Spanish, and Territorial periods. Much
of the book consists of “copious quotations” which have been
borrowed from authoritative historians like Bartram, Vignoles,
Roberts, DeBrahm, Stork, Forbes, Darby, Williams, and Fairbanks. In his last chapter, Dewhurst describes St. Augustine as
he viewed it in the 1880s. The book sells for $6.95.
La Comunita Italiana di Tampa is a detailed history of the
establishment and development of one of the most flourishing
Italian settlements in the United States. The first half of the
book is a standard history of Florida, beginning with Columbus’s
voyages, and continuing through exploration, discovery, and
colonization by the Spanish, French, and English. The missions,
the Turnbull settlement at New Smyrna, the Seminole Indian
Wars, and the Civil War are described. A large segment of the
book is devoted to the economic, political, cultural, and social
life of the Italians living in and around Tampa. Their important role in the development of the cigar industry is emphasized. The author, Angelo Massari, is a Sicilian by birth and a
selfmade man. With little experience or formal schooling, he
became a successful cigar maker, builder, importer, industrialist,
and banker. His autobiography, The Wonderful Life of Angelo
Massari, was reviewed in the Florida Historical Quarterly in
April 1967 (Vol. XLV). La Comunita Italiana di Tampa lists
for $12.00, and it is published by Europe America Press, New
York City.
Anyone reading the Florida papers this past summer knew
that the London Symphony had returned to Daytona Beach for
another successful season, its fourth annual visit to the Florida
International Music Festival. In July 1967, the distinguished
British writer, J. B. Priestly, rented a house at Daytona Beach.
Intrigued by the idea of a world renowned orchestra playing
classical music to large and enthusiastic audiences just a few
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hundred feet from the raucus boardwalk with its ferris wheels,
merry-go-rounds, and cotton candy, and from a beach made
famous by beauty contests and automobile races, Mr. Priestly decided to record for posterity his visit. The result is Trumpets
Over the Sea, published by William Heinemann, 15-16 Queen
Street, London. It is not only a critique of the orchestra, but in
it, Priestly relates anecdotes of the musicians and assesses the
pros and cons of Daytona Beach. The book sells for 50s.

Jesse Hill Ford utilizes “Ormund City,” a Florida west coast
lumber port as the scene for his novel, The Feast of Saint Barnabas. It is the story of a “typical” southern community on the
brink of a race riot. In this novel the trouble is generated by a
white racist and his protagonist, a wealthy, politically powerful
black. The Feast of Saint Barnabas is published by Little, Brown
and Company, Boston, and it lists for $6.95.

Young Jim is the story of the childhood and youth of James
Weldon Johnson, one of America’s most famous black poets,
playwrights, and anthologists. The story begins in Jacksonville,
where Weldon was born and where he attended Stanton High
School. His mother was a teacher at Stanton, and after his
graduation from Atlanta University, he became principal of that
institution. He read law in Jacksonville and his bar examination
by Judge Rhydon M. Call is described in this book. There is
also a vivid description of the Jacksonville fire of 1901. Johnson’s
later life as a diplomat, as a notable literary figure, and as executive secretary of the NAACP is described in an epilogue.
Ellen Tarry is the author of Young Jim, which was published
by Dodd, Mead and Company, New York. It sells for $3.75.

The Stolen Election: Hayes versus Tilden-1876 by Lloyd
Robinson is a history for teenagers of one of the country’s most
critical and exciting elections. Florida was one of the three
southern states whose electoral votes were in question, and there
is material in this book relating to this state. Published by
Doubleday and Company, it sells for $3.95.
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Florida seems to be an increasingly popular locale for adult,
teenage, and children’s novels. A Time for Tigers by Robert
F. Burgess falls into the latter category. It is the story of Shandy
and Job, who, while fishing in the Gulf of Mexico, became
involved in an international mystery adventure. Mr. Burgess,
the author, lives in Chattahoochee, Florida. The World Publishing Company of Cleveland, Ohio, published his book which
sells for $3.95.
The University of North Carolina Press, under the general
editorship of Louis Rubin, Jr., is inaugurating a Southern
Literary Classics Series. The press proposes to publish many
major works of fiction authored by Southerners and dealing
with the South. Historians, literary critics, and novelists will edit
the volumes and each will carry a special introduction. First in
the series are Chita, A Memory of Last Island by Lafcadio
Hearn (introduction by Arlin Turner) and In Ole Virginia or
Marse Chan and Other Stories by Thomas Nelson Page (introduction by Kimball King). The books sell for $7.50 cloth, $2.95
paper.
Fort Maurepas: The Birth of Louisiana by Jay Higginbotham
is an account of construction by the French in 1699, of the strategically located fortification on the eastern shores of Biloxi
Bay. Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville had planned at first to settle
at Pensacola, but the presence there of the Spanish (who had
themselves only just arrived) deterred him. This brief account
of an interesting chapter of West Florida history is available
from Duvall’s Books, P. O. Box 1178, Pascagoula, Mississippi
39567. It sells for $4.95.
Commerce and Contraband in New Orleans During the
French and Indian War is a study based upon documents in the
French archives which refer to Louisiana and West Florida. The
authors of this monograph are Abraham P. Nasatir and James
R. Mills and it was published by the American Jewish Archives,
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati,
Ohio. It involves two “case studies” - the Texel case and the
Three Brothers Affairs - which examines the economics of Louis-
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iana, the role of the British navy in the Gulf of Mexico, and
the important part played by parlementaires which brought
supplies to the French colonies during the Seven Years’ War. It
also places Jews in West Florida during the first half of the
eighteenth century, notwithstanding the Code Noir issued by
Bienville in 1724.
A History of the Bahamas by Michael Craton contains material of interest and value to the Florida historian and researcher. The history of these small islands lying off the east
coast have been intertwined with Florida’s history since the moment when Ponce de Leon sailed past in 1513 enroute to La
Florida. Nassau was a favorite eighteenth-century haunt of privateers and smugglers who preyed on ships traveling southern
waterways and it was here that William Bowles received support
for his Florida activities. During the American Civil War, the
islands became a base of operations for blockade runners and
it was from these ports during the 1920s that the rumrunners
loaded their cargoes which were landed so handily on nearby
Florida shores. This interesting and attractively illustrated book
is available from Collins Publishers, 14 St. James’s Place, London
S.W.1. The price is 35s.
The Georgia Historical Quarterly has compiled articles by its
distinguished editor, E. Merton Coulter, into a volume entitled
Negro Legislators in Georgia During the Reconstruction Period.
All except the final chapter, a bibliography, and an index appeared originally in the Georgia Quarterly. While the three
legislators examined in this study certainly did nothing to earn
the respect or admiration of their peers, such books are valuable
because they add to the total history of the South. The book
lists for $4.50.
Scratch Ankle, U.S.A., by Myron J. Quimby of St. Petersburg,
is a listing of interesting American place names and an explanation of their derivation. A number of Florida place names are
included: Apalachicola, Boca Grande (means “big mouth”),
Boca Raton, Century, Chiefland, Chokaloskee, Cow Pen Pond,
DeFuniak Springs, Eau Gallie, Falmouth, Goldenrod, Hesperides,
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Hog Pen Pond, Howey-in-the-Hills, Hypoluxo, Immokalee, Islamorada, Miami, Mossyhead, Nocatee (means “what is it?”),
Ocala, Old Town, Osprey, Pahokee, Plantation Key, Possum’s
Trot, Sopchoppy, Tallahassee, Two Egg, Venus, Wabasso, Wauchula, Wewahitchka, and Yehaw. Not all of Mr. Quimby’s historial data is accurate. Published by A. S. Barnes and Company,
New York, the book lists for $7.50.
Stephen Birmingham, author of The Right People, subtitles
his book, “A Portrait of the American Social Establishment.”
And so it is, as it examines the rich and the mighty as they play
and work and spend money in the public and private places in
America which they frequent. So intriguing a social history
could hardly afford to ignore the old rich and the acceptable
new rich who populate such Florida resorts as Palm Beach, Miami, Hobe Sound, Fort Lauderdale, Coral Gables, and Naples.
One chapter is entitled “The Palmy Beaches (And the ‘Other’
Miami).” It notes that Florida’s social history began with the
arrival of Henry Morrison Flagler in the 1880s. Vanderbilts,
Whitneys, Stotesburys Kennedys, Wrightsmans, Rockerfellers,
Fords, and Mrs. Marjorie Merriweather Post are among “the
right people” who have or do operate in Florida for a few days
or weeks or months each year. A number of Florida pictures
illustrates this book which was published by Little, Brown and
Company of Boston. It sells for $10.00.
An American Conservative in the Age of Jackson: The Political and Social Thought of Calvin Colton by Alfred A. Cave
is a monograph recently published by the Texas Christian University Press, Fort Worth. Colton was one of the important
social commentators of the Jacksonian era. He was a man of
highly conservative temperment, and in this study, the author
analyzes his efforts to come to grips with the turmoil and ferment of his age. This paperback sells for $3.50. Donald E. Worcester is editor of the TCU monograph series.
Interesting details on Florida’s 7,712-plus lakes are available
in a gazatteer, Florida Lakes, published by the Florida Board
of Conservation, Division of Water Resources, Tallahassee. The
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gazatteer contains data on drainage area, the source of water
which feeds the lakes, the topographic map number, access information, whether the lake is meandered, and if a water level
gauge is available. It is a valuable addition to the Gazatteer of
Florida Streams published by the Board of Conservation in 1966.
Historic Ship Exhibits in the United States is a publication
of the United States Naval History Division. In its “ship and
ship exhibit locator,” it lists two vessels displayed at Fort Lauderdale, a Japanese midget submarine and the turret sight
hood of the U.S.S. Maine at Key West, and the H.M.S. Bounty
at St. Petersburg. Naval museums and maritime displays at Key
West, Pensacola, Stuart, and Tavernier are also mentioned.
Order from U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington; the
price is seventy cents.
The Spring 1969 (No. 109) issue of Steamboat Bill, journal
of the Steamship Historical Society of America, is devoted almost entirely to the liner Queen Elizabeth and its new home
in Florida. Dozens of pictures document the history of the
Queen from its launching in 1938, through World War II years
when she made thirty-one voyages between the United States
and British ports carrying troops and refugees, until her sea
career ended a few months ago. On December 8, 1968, the world’s
largest liner rang off “finished with two aft engines,” as she
docked in Port Everglades, Florida. Steamboat Bill may be
ordered from Edward A. Mueller, 6321 Merle Place, Alexandria,
Virginia 22312. Copies are $2.00 each.
Pensacola in the Civil War by Alan J. Rick was printed by
the Pensacola Historical Society. It lists the major events of the
war in the Pensacola area in the years 1861-1865, the Federal
and Confederate units serving the area, and it reproduces from
Soldiers of Florida the muster roll of Company K (Pensacola
Guards), First Florida Infantry.
Early Days on Estero Island: An Old Timer Reminisces,
edited by Barrett and Adelaide Brown, is the story of Leroy
Lamoreau, one of the first Koreshans to come to the island. This
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pamphlet sells for seventy-five cents, and it may be ordered from
The American Eagle, P. O. Box 57, Estero, Florida 33928.
Historic Architecture of Pensacola, edited by Earle W. Newton, is a handsome illustrated folio prepared by the Pensacola
Historical Restoration and Preservation Commission. The
pictures, many of them in color, illustrate the residences, forts,
and other structures which are being preserved and restored by
the commission. Also included are the measured drawings prepared under the supervision of Professor F. Blair Reeves of the
University of Florida for the Historic American Buildings
Survey.
Over the years Floridians have come to rely upon Allen
Morris’s The Florida Handbook as one of the best, one of the
most accurate, and one of the handiest guides and references to
a wide variety of subjects relating to the state. For anyone seeking up-to-date and reliable data and statistics on Florida, particularly Florida government, the Handbook is a must. It includes among other things, the complete text of the Constitution as revised in 1968. The Florida Handbook, 1969-1970, is
the twelfth biennial edition in the series. It may be ordered from
Peninsular Publishing Company, Box 2275, Tallahassee 32304.
It lists for $6.75.
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HISTORICAL NEWS
Gulf Coast History and Humanities Conference
The University of West Florida, Pensacola Junior College,
Escarosa, and the Pensacola Historical and Preservation Commission are sponsoring the first annual Gulf Coast History and
Humanities Conference in Pensacola on December 5-6, 1969.
The Conference will be devoted to the colonial Gulf coast
(Florida to Louisiana), and will explore depository and other
resources and research opportunities of the area. Dr. Jack D. L.
Holmes, University of Alabama at Birmingham; Dr. Robert R.
Rea, Auburn University; Milo Howard, Alabama Department
of Archives and History; Dr. Samuel Proctor, University of
Florida; Dr. Walter Rundell, Jr., Iowa State University; Dr.
Charles Summersell, University of Alabama; Dr. John J. Tepaske,
Duke University; Jo Ann Carrigan, journal of the Louisiana
Historical Association; James Servies, University of West Florida;
Dr. Ted Carageorge, Pensacola Junior College; and Earle W.
Newton, Pensacola Historical Restoration and Preservation
Commission, are among those who will present papers and participate in the roundtable discussions.
The Conference will be of special importance to all those
interested in local, state, and regional history. Dr. Ernest F.
Dibble, chairman of the Faculty of History, University of West
Florida, is general chairman, Sessions will be held on the University of West Florida campus and at the Escarosa Humanities
Center in Pensacola.
Activities and Events
Museum of Science: Muse News is published monthly by the
Miami Museum of Science, for its members, volunteers, and
affiliate groups. Biological science, archaeology, anthropology,
marine life, photography, and history are the wide range of
topics which are covered in its articles. The July 1969 number
carried an article, “Biological Tools for the Historian,” which
examines the impact of bacterial and viral contamination, which
the early Spanish brought with them from Europe, upon the
[ 222 ]
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Indians. The Museum of Science is located at 3280 Miami Avenue, Miami. Copies of Muse News sell for thirty-five cents.
Florida in films and film strips: The Florida State Department
of Education has prepared a list of non-print film. materials about
Florida. Both sixteen and eight-milometer films are included,
covering a wide range of topics: history, Indians, Everglades,
sports, hurricanes, Stephen Foster, flowers, politics, birds, turtles
and snakes, wild life, and government. Film sources and information relative to rentals are also included in this guide.
Safety Harbor Area Historical Society: An archaeological excavation license was issued in July allowing the Society to work a
250-foot Indian ceremonial or burial mound on the Anclote
River. The Society completed a successful series of digs recently
at Philippe Park which revealed that the area had once been
a Timucuan village site.
St. Augustine Historical Society: Dr. Carleton I. Calkin, curator
of the St. Augustine Historical Restoration and Preservation
Commission, spoke to the membership in July. His illustrated
lecture showed how art objects and historic artifacts in Government House, the PanAmerican Building, and Tovar House have
a significant relationship to the history of the city. Miss Ruth
Kent of St. Augustine has been appointed as administrative librarian for the Society.
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society: New River News is the
quarterly publication of the Society, and a history section is
added to each issue. According to the annual report appearing
in the July 1969 number, the Society renders a variety of services
to researchers, scholars, and the general community. More than
800 people visited the Society’s headquarters this past year, and
many used its library and large collection of maps, photographs,
documents, and newspapers. Mrs. William G. Hardy, president,
is the organization’s representative on the Fort Lauderdale Preservation Council.
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EXPECTATIONS

Oct. 17-18 Southern Genealogist’s
Exchange Society
Workshop

Jacksonville

Oct. 29-31 Southern Historical
Association

Washington, D. C.

Nov. 7-10

National Colloquim on
Oral History

Warrenton, Va.

Dec. 5-6

Gulf Coast History and
Humanities Conference Pensacola

Dec. 13

Board of Directors,
Florida Historical
Society

Dec. 28-30 American Historical
Association
January
1970

Historical Architecture
Preservation Workshop

Mar. 27-28 Florida Conference of
College Teachers of
History
May 7-9

Orlando
Washington, D. C.
Univ. of Florida
Gainesville

Pensacola

Florida Historical Society
Manger Hotel
Sixty-eighth Annual
Tampa
Meeting
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PROGRAM
FRIDAY, MAY 9
REGISTRATION: Ramada Inn, downtown Pensacola,
9:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon
Morning session: Ramada Inn, 10:00 a.m.
Presiding: Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., President of the Society
Invocation: Monsignor William J. Cusick
Welcome: Honorable Charles Soule, mayor of Pensacola
LOCAL HISTORICAL ORGANIZATIONS IN FLORIDA
Chairman
William M. Goza, past president of the Society
August Burghard, Fort Lauderdale Historical Society
Charles Sherrill, Pensacola Historical Society
Walter P. Fuller, St. Petersburg Historical Society
Commentator
Charles G. Summersell, University of Alabama
12:00 noon

Luncheon
AFTERNOON SESSION: Ramada Inn, 2:00 P.M.
WEST FLORIDA HISTORY

Presiding
Judge James R. Knott, past president of the Society
Chairman
Robert C. Harris, University of West Florida
“Spanish Treaties With West Florida Indians, 1784-1802,”
Jack D. L. Holmes, University of Alabama at Birmingham
“Apalachicola Before 1860,”
Harry P. Owens, University of Mississippi
Commentator
Frank L. Owsley, Jr., Auburn University
Annual directors’ meeting: 8:00 p.m., Ramada Inn
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SATURDAY, MAY 10
Morning session: Ramada Inn, 10:00 a.m.
CONSERVATION IN FLORIDA HISTORY
Presiding
James C. Craig, president-elect of the Society
Chairman
Martin Abbott, University of South Florida
“The Florida Phosphate Industry,”
Arch Fred Blakey, Pensacola Junior College
“Man and His Environment - The Historical Dimension:
Florida as a Test Case,”
Augustus M. Burns, III, University of Florida
Commentator
Robert Rea, Auburn University
Luncheon: Ramada Inn, 12:00 noon
Business meeting: 1:30 p.m.
Presiding: Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., president
Visits to historic sites: 2:00 p.m.
(Under direction of the local arrangements committee)
Reception: John C. Pace Library, University of West Florida,
6:00 P.M.
Annual banquet: Great Hall, University of West Florida,
8:00 P.M.
Presiding: Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., president
Presentation of awards:
Rembert W. Patrick, Junior Historian Award
Presented by William M. Goza, Past President of the
Society
Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Award
Presented by Samuel Proctor, Editor of the Florida
Historical Quarterly
Award of Merit, Excellence in Presentation of Florida
History in the News Media
Presented by Milton D. Jones, Board of Directors
Speaker
Charles L. Dufour, New Orleans States-Item
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Minutes of the Directors Meeting
The semi-annual meeting of the board of directors of the
Florida Historical Society was called to order by Dr. Herbert J.
Doherty, Jr., president, in the Conference Room of the Ramada
Inn, Pensacola, Florida, at 8:30 p.m., May 9, 1969. This was held
in conjunction with the sixty-seventh annual meeting of the Society. The following officers and directors attended: Luis Arana,
Mrs. T. O. Bruce, James D. Bruton, Jr., August Burghard, James
C. Craig, Mrs. Ralph F. Davis, Pat Dodson, William M. Goza,
Milton D. Jones, Baynard Kendrick, James H. Lipscomb, III,
N. E. Bill Miller, Samuel Proctor, James A. Servies, John D.
Ware, and Clara E. Wendel. Mrs. Milton D. Jones acted as
recording secretary. Vernon Peeples and James R. Knott were
also present.
After welcoming the group, Dr. Doherty noted the absence of
Miss Margaret Chapman because of medical reasons, and Dr.
John E. Johns because of his duties as acting president of Stetson
University. The President introduced Miss Wendell and Captain
Ware, who were elected as directors at the December board
meeting. Mr. Dodson submitted his resignation as recording
secretary. Mr. Goza submitted the treasurer’s report in the absence of Miss Chapman, executive secretary. Mr. Miller moved
that the financial report be approved and this was passed.
Dr. Proctor, editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly, reported that Volume XLVII contained 469 pages, which included
nineteen articles (spanning the time from the first Spanish period into the twentieth century), fifty-eight book reviews, book
notes, obituaries, and matters relating to the Society. New
printing bids had been called for this year, and a contract was
awarded to The E. O. Painter Printing Company of DeLand, the
low bidders. The price is $11.75 per page; foot notes, $12.50.
The format of the Quarterly will be changed beginning with the
July 1969 issue. The editor thanked Mr. Dodson whose organization was responsible for the new design.
Mr. Servies asked about reprints of back issues of the Quarterly. (Volumes 1-22 are on microfilm and are available through the
Executive Secretary.) He wanted to know if anything had been
done in getting a reprint firm to do the Quarterly. Dr. Proctor
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replied that Johnson Reprint Corporation had submitted a bid,
but that there were many drawbacks to this procedure. The cost
is high ($16.50 per issue), and it would be necessary to dispose
of the Society’s entire inventory of back issues. Mr. Servies suggested contacting Kraus for the reprinting, feeling that perhaps
a better arrangement could be made with them. He also asked
about the cost of bringing the microfilming up-to-date. Dr. Proctor said that he would investigate these requests and report at
the next board meeting.
Mr. Goza, chairman of the finance committee, gave his report. Receipts from membership were $7,695.00, and the cost
of the Quarterly was $7,307.18, too small a cushion with which
to work. Costs relative to operating the Quarterly and the
Society have been increasing, and the question of raising dues
has been under study since the December 1968 board meeting.
Captain Ware noted that when the Historical Association of
Southern Florida raised its dues 100 per cent, it suffered a twentyfour per cent loss of membership, but realized a fifty-two per
cent gain in revenue. Mr. Goza stated that the Florida Historical
Society would need a fifty per cent increase to be effective, and
recommended the following schedule:

Class of Membership

Current
Rate

Proposed
Rate

Annual-individual
Annual-fellow
Annual-contributing
Annual-sponsor
Annual-institutional
Life

$ 5.00
10.00
25.00
50.00
100.00
100.00

$ 7.50
15.00
50.00
75.00
150.00
150.00

Mr. Jones felt that the life membership was a liability, but Mr.
Goza disagreed, saying that the interest on that classification
would just about pay for an annual individual membership, and
the principle would be almost intact when the member passed
away. Mr. Goza moved that the new rates be recommended by
the board to the membership. The motion passed.
Mr. Goza reported on the efforts to have the original name
of Cape Canaveral restored to Cape Kennedy. In December 1963,
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the Society approved a resolution which endorsed naming the
Space Center for President John F. Kennedy, but leaving the
geographic name of the area as Canaveral. Mrs. Marjory Stoneman Douglas is leading an effort to have the historic name restored. Several organizations, including the Palm Beach Historical Society and the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, have
passed resolutions supporting her proposal. Mr. Goza read the
resolution prepared by Mrs. Douglas, which will be forwarded
to United States Senator Spessard Holland, and moved for its
adoption. It passed unanimously.
Mr. Goza reported on the matter of Osceola’s remains. He
stated that Dr. John W. Griffin, U. S. Department of Interior,
has investigated the chief’s gravesite at Ft. Moultrie, South
Carolina, and had found the bones to be there. Three medical
doctors were present and reported that the excavated bones of
the clavicle matched with a death mask made of Osceola. Also
in the grave, the bones of a stillborn child were found, and it is
believed that these are of a child of Osceola’s. President Doherty
felt that this would end the possibility of exploiting the Indian’s
remains for commercial purposes and thanked and discharged
the committee.
Mr. Craig, chairman of the membership committee, reported
that as of May 8, 1969, the Society had a total of 1,531 members.
Mr. Craig reminded the regional vice-presidents, who serve with
him on the membership committee, that they will have to work
even harder because of the increased dues. In the absence of
Dr. Johns, chairman of the property committee, Dr. Doherty
gave his report. The Society had sold a desk to Frank Laumer,
and an inventory of the Society’s artifacts and other property is
being prepared.
Mr. Jones reported on rules revision which his committee
has been studying. The Society’s charter was examined to determine where it needed amending. The Society was reincorporated in 1963-1964, and there have been two amendments
made since then: the position of the directors was modified,
and at the annual meeting in Key West (1967), the post of first
vice-president was changed to president-elect. Mr. Jones argued
against making the charter too specific a document. He considers it a constitution which should contain only basic ele-
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ments, and specific provisions should be handled by the bylaws. The charter should not be constantly amended; it clutters
records in Tallahassee and is expensive. Mr. Jones stated that
there was a question under the present charter as to whether
the officers and directors have a right to vote on some matters,
and this should be clarified. Under his proposal, Society officers
will include a president, president-elect, vice-president, recording
secretary, and executive secretary-librarian. Other officers may
be created in the by-laws. Appointment and election of regional
vice-presidents and determining the districts which the directors
will represent would be set by the by-laws. Mr. Jones recommended that the number of directors and setting their terms
for a three-year period should be part of the charter. The bylaws need revising, but the most immediate need is clarification
of the charter. Mr. Craig asked if putting the number of directors at fifteen in the charter was not being too specific. Mr.
Jones recommends fifteen, since it is divisible by three and
would allow the election of five new directors each year. Mr.
Jones displayed state maps which he had prepared showing
congressional districts, circuit court judicial districts which follow county lines, state appellate court districts, and federal
court districts. Mr. Jones recommended a combination of population and geography as the basis for residence requirements for
directors. Mr. Craig asked if the executive secretary was an
elected office of the Society, and it was stated that by tradition
the office is elected. The position of editor of the Quarterly is
not an elected office. Both receive no monetary compensation
from the Florida Historical Society and both have full voting
rights in all Society matters. Mr. Jones called for approval of
his report. It was passed unanimously and will be presented to
the general membership at the business session.
Mr. Miller reported on the status of the St. Marks Lighthouse. He recommended that President Doherty direct a letter
to Edward Carlson, U. S. Fish and Wild Life Service, pointing
out that the site is federally-owned and has historic importance
and significance, and asking him to explore the possibility of its
acquisition by his agency. Mr. Miller also recommended that
Senator Robert Williams, director of the Florida Board of
Archives and History, nominate the lighthouse for inclusion in
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the National Register, and that the National Park Service examine the possibility of converting the keeper’s house into a museum.
On the Ft. Gates property on the St. Johns River, Dr. Doherty reported that after study the Society found that it was not
able to accept the gift of this property and suggested to the
owners that perhaps some state agency would take it over. Since
that time, the gift offer has been withdrawn.
Dr. Proctor reported on the status of the Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Award. This is presented annually to the author
of the best article in the Quarterly. Mrs. Arthur W. Thompson
of Gainesville and her family created an endowment in Dr.
Thompson’s memory, and the income from this fund is utilized
in making the award. The judges this year were Dorothy Dodd
of Tallahassee, Gilbert Lycan of Stetson University, and Thelma
Peters of Miami-Dade Junior College. Their unanimous decision
was that the prize should go to Dr. Jerrell H. Shofner of Florida
State University for his article, “Florida in the Balance: The
Electoral Count of 1876,” which appeared in the October 1968
number of the Quarterly. Dr. Shofner will receive his award at
the banquet. Dr. Proctor recommended that a certificate as well
as the check be presented to all of the recipients, and the Board
concurred.
In the absence of Dr. Johns, Mr. Goza reported on the Rembert W. Patrick Junior Historian Awards. The judges consisted
of Dr. L. S. Fallas of the University of West Florida, Dr. Ted
Carageorge of Pensacola Junior College, and Woodward Skinner
of Pensacola. The winners, all from St. John’s Vianney Seminary, Miami, are Guy J. Marshall, first place; William Dorsey,
second place; and John Bourdon, third place. All Florida public
and parochial schools receive notice of the contest from Miss
Chapman, and State School Superintendent Floyd Christian
circulated an invitation to all public schools to participate, but
response was not as large as was expected. Mrs. Bruce recommended that a notice should be place in all Florida public
libraries, so that more students would learn about the competition. President Doherty said that three suggestions had been
made relative to the contest: 1) abandon it; 2) award it for the
best book published on Florida history; 3) make it applicable
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to undergraduate college students. After some discussion, Mrs.
Bruce, Mrs. Davis, and Dr. Proctor were appointed to look into
this situation and make a report at the next board meeting.
Mr. Jones reported that Nixon Smiley of the Miami Herald
is this year’s winner of the Award of Merit, Excellence in Presentation of Florida History in the News Media. Mr. Smiley
will not be able to attend the banquet, and the directors agreed
that, if possible, Dr. Tebeau will present the Patrick awards to
the students from St. Johns’ and the Award of Merit to Mr.
Smiley in Miami.
Under new business, Dr. Proctor moved that all past living
presidents of the Society be presented with a certificate recording
their service. The motion passed. In accordance with the bylaws, the nominating committee for the coming year was appointed, as follows: E. A. Hammond (Gainesville), Milton D.
Jones (Clearwater), Julian Weinkle (Miami), William Warren
Rogers (Tallahassee), and James D. Bruton, Jr. (Tampa). Dr.
Doherty will poll the committee by mail to select the chairman.
In the absence of Miss Chapman, Captain Ware presented the
invitation for the 1970 annual meeting of the Society from the
included Hillsborough
c i t y o f T a m p a . Sponsoring groups
County Historical Commission, University of South Florida, and
the University of Tampa. The meeting site was tentatively discussed, and Captain Ware was requested to seek further information so that a final decision might be made. The President
recommended that the Tampa invitation be accepted, and Mr.
Goza moved that the convention be held in Tampa on May
8, 9, 10, 1970. The motion passed. Captain Ware asked the secretary to express the thanks of the group to Miss Chapman, and to
the Hillsborough County Commission and the Universities of
South Florida and Tampa who will serve as sponsors.
Dr. Doherty stated that several invitations had been received
for the 1971 and 1972 meetings. He pointed out that these conventions would be held during Mr. Craig’s tenure as president.
Mrs. Davis invited the Society to meet in Sarasota in 1971, reminding the directors of the invitation she had extended in
May 1968. The date will mark the fiftieth anniversary of Sarasota County, and the board of county commissioners and the
mayor of Sarasota had endorsed Mrs. Davis’ invitation to the
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Society. Vernon Peeples on behalf of the Peace River Valley
Historical Society invited the Florida Historical Society to meet
in Punta Gorda in 1971. Suitable commemorative activities are
planned at that time to mark the 450th anniversary of Ponce de
Leon’s landing at Charlotte Harbor and the fiftieth birthday of
Charlotte County. It was moved that Punta Gorda be the site
of the 1971 meeting, and this was passed. Mr. Craig invited
the Society to meet in Jacksonville in 1972. The Jacksonville
Historical Society will sponsor the meeting at that time. He
moved that Jacksonville be the scene of the 1972 meeting, and
it was passed.
Mr. Dodson apologized for resigning his post of recording
secretary and thanked Mrs. Jones for taking the minutes. He
expressed the hope that he could further help the cause of
Florida history as a member of the State Board of Regents. Mr.
Jones moved that Mr. Dodson be thanked for his services to the
Society, and this was passed. Mr. Servies and his committee on
arrangements was thanked for their efforts in arranging the
meeting.
Mrs. Davis asked about the pending bills in the legislature
regarding the teaching of Florida history on every grade level
in the public school system. Dr. Proctor reported that the bill
had been introduced by Representative William Bevis and that
it was in committee. It was reported that the Board of Archives
and History under governmental reorganization will probably
be under the supervision of the secretary of state of Florida.
After thanking the officers and directors for their cooperation
and continuing support, Dr. Doherty adjourned the meeting at
10:45 p.m.
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting
The annual business meeting of the Florida Historical Society
was held at the San Carlos Hotel, Pensacola, Florida, at 1:00
p.m. on May 10, 1969. After the invocation by Dr. Ralph Peek,
University of Florida, Dr. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., welcomed the
members and introduced some of the dignitaries present. Past
presidents Dena Snodgrass, Gilbert Lycan, James R. Knott, and
William M. Goza, and present and past members of the board
of directors were recognized. Other persons introduced were
Dr. Charles Summersell, chairman of the Department of History,
University of Alabama; Senator Robert Williams, director of
the Florida Board of Archives and History; and Pat Dodson,
member of the State Board of Regents.
Dr. Doherty announced that this was the sixty-seventh annual
meeting, and he gave a short resume of some of the earlier
meetings. The Society was founded in 1856 by George Fairbanks, its first president, and it is believed that the first meeting
was held in St. Augustine on April 5, 1856. The Society was reorganized in 1902 and incorporated three years later. Meetings
were held in 1907 and 1908, and then there follows a gap in the
records. In 1924 the group was revived by Julien C. Yonge of
Pensacola, and a meeting, advertised as the twenty-second, was
held in Tallahassee. Two years later, the Society met again, this
time in St. Petersburg. Except for the period of World War II,
annual meetings of the Society have been held ever since. In
1959 the Society met in Pensacola to commemorate the four
hundredth anniversary of Tristan da Luna’s settlement. Dr. Doherty announced board action in setting the sites of the next
three conventions: Tampa in 1970; Punta Gorda in 1971; and
Jacksonville in 1972.
James A. Servies, chairman of the local arrangements committee, asked the cooperation of the members in arranging
transportation to the reception and annual banquet on the University of West Florida campus and to other local sites of interest. He announced that Pat Dodson will conduct a walking
tour of the historical restoration area at 2 p.m., and that a com-
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mittee had been formed by Mrs. Mary McRae to visit Miss
Marjorie Yonge, sister of Julien C. Yonge.
Dr. Samuel Proctor, editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly, made his annual report to the membership. He thanked
the authors and book reviewers, many of whom were in the
audience, for their contributions, and to all the others who had
worked with the Quarterly. He requested that the presidents
and secretaries of local historical organizations submit their
news and copies of their minutes to the Quarterly, Box 14045,
University Station, Gainesville, Florida 32601, to be included in
the Historical News section of the journal. He encouraged the
submission of articles from historians, lay people, and graduate
students. He thanked the judges - Dorothy Dodd, Gilbert Lycan,
and Thelma Peters - of the Arthur W. Thompson Memorial
Prize in Florida History, and announced that Dr. Jerrell Shofner
of Florida State University is this year’s winner for his article
which appeared in the October 1968 number of the Quarterly.
Mr. Goza reported on the Society-sponsored trip to Spain in
July 1968. Mr. and Mrs. Goza, Mr. and Mrs. O. C. Peterson,
Captain and Mrs. John D. Ware, and Miss Mildred Hawk made
the trip, and received the full cooperation of the Spanish government, Iberia Air Lines, and the Atesa Travel Agency. In addition to Madrid, the group visited cities which were connected
with Florida Spanish colonial history. At the tomb of Pedro
deMenendez in Aviles, they saw the plaque placed there forty
years ago in the Florida Historical Society. Mr. Goza showed
maps and pictures of the trip.
Mr. Goza made the treasurer’s report in the absence of Miss
Chapman. As chairman of the finance committee, he also reported on the matter of Society dues. After studying the matter
since December 1968, his committee recommended to the board,
which in turn is recommending to the membership, an overall
increase in Society dues to help finance the increasing costs of
publishing the Quarterly and running the Society. The committee recommended that annual membership dues be increased
as follows: Individual-$7.50; Fellow-$15; Contributing-$50;
Sponsor-$75; Institutional-$150. It was also recommended that
Life Memberships be increased to $150, but this would not affect those already holding memberships in this category. Mr.
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Goza moved that his committee report be accepted. There was
no discussion, and the motion passed.
Dr. Doherty noted the absence of Miss Margaret Chapman
and expressed the wishes of the Society for her speedy recovery.
Dr. John E. Johns was unable to attend because he had assumed
the post of acting president of Stetson University. Dr. Charlton
Tebeau was absent because of his duties at the University of
Miami.
The president next called for the election of officers and
directors. He explained that at the last directors’ meeting (December 1968) two vacant at-large seats were filled. When it was
learned that Baynard Kendrick, who held the seat from the
fifth district, actually did not live there, he was shifted to an
at-large post, and Clara E. Wendel was appointed to the fifth
district position. Captain John D. Ware was appointed to the
other at-large seat. Dr. Doherty announced that the terms of the
following directors were expiring as of this time: James D.
Bruton, Jr., Mrs. Henry J. Burkhardt, Milton D. Jones, and
Charlton W. Tebeau. Dr. Doherty also stated that a recording
secretary must be elected to replace Pat Dodson who has resigned. Dr. William Warren Rogers submitted the report of
the nominating committee as follows:
Officers - 1969-1970
Recording secretary ........................................... Mrs. Milton D. Jones
Director, district 5 ................................................ Clara E. Wendell
Director, district 6 ......................................................... John D. Ware
Director, district 8 .................................................... William M. Goza
Director, district 9 ................................................. Mrs. O. C. Peterson
Director, district 11 ...................................................... Thelma Peters
Director, at-large .............................................. Robert Williams
The president called for nominations from the floor. There
were none, and the secretary was instructed to cast a unanimous
ballot.
Milton D. Jones submitted the report of the rules committee.
He explained that at this time the committee only had examined the revision of the Charter. He explained the proposed
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changes to the Charter and moved their adoption. Judge Bruton
seconded. In the discussion it was stipulated that residence requirements for the directors would be firmly fixed by the by-laws.
The proposal was passed. The president announced that the
committee will proceed to revise the by-laws under the direction
of Mr. Jones.
Mr. Goza, chairman of the resolutions committee, presented
the following resolutions:
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Florida Historical Society,
gathered in annual meeting on May 10, 1969, at Pensacola,
Florida, expresses its particular grief and sense of loss at the
death of Mark F. Boyd during the past year. A past president
of this organization, and outstanding medical doctor, and a
historian of the highest calibre, known for the particularity of
his research and the accuracy of his approach to historical problems as evidenced in his many articles and writings on Florida
history, his absence will long be felt, and his contributions to
the Society will long be appreciated. BE IT THEREFORE
RESOLVED, that the Florida Historical Society spread upon its
records the affection and respect of its members for this great
man, and that the scretary be instructed to communicate to his
widow the unanimous sense of this group.
IN MEMORIAM
RESOLVED, that the officers and members of the Florida
Historical Society express their sense of loss and sorrow at the
deaths of those members who have passed on since the last
annual meeting, including:
Mrs. Frederick G. Barfield, Jacksonville
Mr. Harold Colee, Jacksonville
Mr. John Cook Wyllie, Charlotteville, Virginia
Mr. Richard P. Daniel, Jacksonville
Mrs. Dewey A. Dye, Sr., Bradenton
Mrs. George C. Harman, Sheffield, Alabama
Miss Mona M. Harris, Jacksonville
Mrs. Max Kettner, St. Augustine
Mrs. C. P. Moates, Panama City
Mrs. Douglas L. Sessions, Stuart.

Published by STARS, 1969

129

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 48 [1969], No. 2, Art. 1
238

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Florida Historical Society at
this annual meeting does extend its grateful appreciation to the
local arrangements committee, Ernest F. Dibble, Earle W. Newton, Henry H. Carey, T. T. Wentworth, Jr., E. J. Moore, Pat
Dodson, Ted Carageorge, Frank M. Turner, and especially to its
chairman, James A. Servies; to the news media of Pensacola for
the excellent coverage of the proceedings and activities of the
Society’s convention; to the Pensacola Historical Restoration
and Preservation Commission, Pensacola Historical Society, Pensacola Junior College, University of West Florida, Pensacola Historical Preservation Society, and Pensacola Heritage Foundation,
and to all who contributed to the success of this meeting.
Resolution
WHEREAS, the late President of the United States, John F.
Kennedy, closely identified with Florida both as a distinguished
visitor and as one deeply concerned with American hopes in relation to outer space, was fittingly honored by President Lyndon
B. Johnson’s Executive Act No. 11129, of the 29th of November,
1963, by which the name of the facilities of the Launch Operations Center of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration and the facilities of Station No. 1 of the Atlantic Missile
Range in Florida was changed to “The John F. Kennedy Space
Center,” and
WHEREAS, the name “Cape Canaveral” was changed to
“Cape Kennedy” at President Johnson’s request made to the
Board of Geographical Names of the United States Department
of the Interior, and
WHEREAS, the name “Cape Canaveral” is that of the oldest
known and most continuously used landmark on the American
Atlantic coast, its discovery accredited to Ponce de Leon, its
name recorded on many of the earliest known Spanish and
French maps and charts before any other, even Cape Cod, and
in use on maps and charts of world navigation from that time
to 1963, and
WHEREAS, our late president, John F. Kennedy, deeply
aware of the profound value and significance of the great historic
past of the United States of America, untiring in his efforts to
make the memorials of that past living and real to every citizen,
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would not, we believe, have approved the substitution of his
name for that of “Cape Canaveral,” although it was done in all
sincerity to honor him in the grief and shock of his tragic death.
NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by the Florida Historical Society, with profound respect for the memory of the late
President John F. Kennedy and with a continuing sense of
sorrow for his loss to us all, that the President of the United
States, Richard M. Nixon, be requested to advise the secretary of
the United States Department of the Interior that the Board of
Geographical Names should change the name “Cape Kennedy”
to that of “Cape Canaveral” in order that the title of this most
ancient of our own historical landmarks should be restored
and preserved for the honor of this nation forever.
The resolutions were duly approved.
The president thanked Mr. Servies, Pat Dodson, Ernest
Dibble, Earle Bowden, Earle Newton, William Warren Rogers,
Jerrell Shofner, and all the others who had worked to make this
annual meeting a success and to our hosts in Pensacola. He recognized Mr. and Mrs. Baynard Kendrick on the occasion of their
fiftieth wedding anniversary and offered them congratulations
on behalf of the Society. After announcing the time and place
of the banquet this evening, Dr. Doherty adjourned the business
session.

FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEW MEMBERS
April 1968 - March 1969
Easten F. Albaugh, Tarpon Springs
Nowlin P. Alderson, Ocala
Mrs. George M. Anderson, Baltimore, Maryland
Mrs. Eve Bacon, Winter Park
Timothy H. Baughman, DeLand
William H. Baur, Tampa
Ray Slater Blakeman, New York City
Mary L. Boerke, Green Cove Springs
Mrs. W. W. Botkin, Holmes Beach
Harrison Boylan, Punta Gorda
Margaret M. Brooking, Pineville, Kentucky
J. F. Brooks, Key West
Leo P. Brophy, Miami
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William A. Buckly, Jr., Tallahassee
Courtney Campbell, Clearwater
Charles C. Carleton, Winter Park
Mrs. James R. Carlile, Indian Rocks Beach
William J. Carter, Yankeetown
Carl J. Clausen, Tallahassee
H. I. Cone, Jr., Ponte Vedra Beach
Robert R. Copley, St. Augustine
Gordon N. Craig, Tampa
Jerry K. Daniels, Orlando
Mary E. Dean, Orlando
S. Bobo Dean, Washington, D. C.
Robert G. De Santis, Hobart, Indiana
Ernest F. Dibble, Gulf Breeze
Dorothy Douglas, Dunedin
Paul Douglas, Winter Park
William B. Dunn, Casselberry
Dewey A. Dye, Jr., Bradenton
Ronald E. Eckstein, Tampa
Elizabeth K. Ehrbar, Gainesville
Elling O. Eide, Sarasota
Gary C. Engelhardt, Seminole
Mrs. Carl H. Fay, Cocoa
Mrs. Walter Fenty, Daytona Beach
Don Fredgant, Tampa
James W. Funk, Tampa
Margaret D. Graham, Dunedin
Marvin Greenberg, Brooklyn, New York
John L. Hall, Clearwater
Robert C. Hall, Jacksonville
Troy L. Hall, Titusville
Leon R. Hammock, Clearwater
Rogers C. Harlan, Tallahassee
Gordon H. Harris, Bartow
Robert C. Harris, Pensacola
Robert L. Harris, Miami
Herbert M. Hart, Tampa
E. M. Haverty, Satellite Beach
Carol Heineman, Miami
Mary K. Hembree, Gainesville
Byron S. Hollinshead, New Smyrna Beach
Homer A. Holt, Clearwater
M. E. Hughes, Jr., DeLand
Andrea L. Jasica, Orlando
S. Dick Johnston, DeLand
Hayes L. Kennedy, Clearwater
Ruth Kent, St. Augustine
Thomas B. Keys, Orlando
Mrs. Georgiana Kjerulff, Melbourne
Ruth Ann Krigbaum, North Fort Myers
William A. Krusen, Tampa
James W. Kynes, Tampa
Paul B. Laws, Hialeah
Robert C. Loucks, Fort Lauderdale
Mrs. Francis T. McCahill, Fort Lauderdale
George McKeithen, Gainesville
Mary Margaret McKeown, Rockledge
Charles McPherson, Tampa
William T. Maguire, Largo
Roger L. Main, Jacksonville
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Thomas W. Maple, Gainesville
Mrs. Isobel L. Marion, Indialantic
William I. Markey, Clearwater
Mary D. Martin, Westland, Michigan
Charles F. Meroni, Miami
Sister Michael Helene, Miami Beach
Charles F. Miles, Elkhart, Indiana
Lyndell A. Nelson, Lake Worth
Wallace M. Nelson, Gainesville
Eddie J. Nesmith, Sumatra
Virginia Newman, Tallahassee
Lloyd Turner Nightingale, Lauderdale-by-the-Sea
Lawrence Nipp, Fort Lauderdale
Pauline K. Myvold, Minneapolis, Minnesota
William F. Oliver, Jr., Fernandina Beach
Sherman H. Pace, Clearwater
O. C. Peterson, Fort Pierce
James E. Phillips, Largo
Frank G. Rainieri, Miami
John F. Reiger, Forest Hills, New York
Mrs. Janie Smith Rhyne, Marianna
Mrs. Hervey Roberts, Captiva
W. A. Roberts, Reston, Virginia
Walter H. Robinton, Jr., Gainesville
H. Theodore Ryberg, Temple Terrace
J. Richard Sewell, Washington, D. C.
Margaret Stanford Shave, Woodland Hills, California
Harriett Shepard, Hialeah
Jerrell H. Shofner, Tallahassee
Mrs. Neal Chapline Swalm, Sarasota
G. Phillips Thomas, Tampa
Evelyn Tucker, Miami
Frederick S. Vaill, St. Augustine
Wilford C. Vann, Tallahassee
Leo J. Voltz, St. Petersburg
Carlton B. Waller, Largo
Tom T. Ware, Largo
James R. Warnke, Boynton Beach
Robert H. Wingfield, DeLand
Emily A. Ziemba, Buffalo, New York
Marie R. Zinnell, Orlando
University of Alabama Library (Birmingham Branch)
Auburndale Senior High School Library
Bartow Senior High School Library
Bear Lake Elementary Library, Forest City
Belles School Library, Jacksonville
Brevard Junior College Library, Melbourne
Chicago Public Library
Chico State College Library, Chico, California
Chiefland High School Library
Clewiston High School Library
Crispus Attucks Junior and Senior High School Library, Holly
Cypress Lake Junior High School Library, Fort Myers
Edison Junior College Library, Fort Myers
Escambia High School Library, Pensacola
Fairglen Elementary School Library, Cocoa
Fletcher Senior High School Library, Neptune Beach
Georgia Department of Archives and History, Atlanta
Glades Junior High School Library, Miami
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Haines City Senior High School Library
Hialeah Library Division
Jewett Junior and Senior High School Library, Winter Haven
Eastern Kentucky University, Richmond
King High School Library, Tampa
Lake Wales High School Library
Lanier Junior High School Library, Hallandale
Louisiana State University Library, Baton Rouge
Merritt Island Public Library
Miami Park Elementary School, Miami
Mildred Bruner Memorial Library ,Titusville
Mississippi State College for Women Library, Columbus
Mulberry Junior and Senior High School Library
Myrtle Grove Elementary School Library, Pensacola
University of North Dakota Library, Grand Forks
North Miami Public Library
Oakcrest Elementary School Library, Pensacola
Oakland Junior and Senior High School Library, Fort Lauderdale
Parkway Junior High School Library, Fort Lauderdale
Plantation High School Library
Roosevelt Junior and Senior High School Library, Lake Wales
St. Cloud High School Library
Satellite High School Library
Sims Memorial Library, Hammond, Louisiana
Southwest Texas State College Library, San Marcos
Tallahassee Junior College Library
J. M. Tate High School Library, Gonzalez
Union Academy Junior and Senior Library, Bartow
University School Library, Tallahassee
Valdosta (Georgia) State College Library
Virginia Polytechnic Institute Library, Blacksburg
Warrington Junior High School Library, Pensacola
Wedgewood Junior and Senior High School Library, Pensacola
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
Boynton Beach Historical Society
Brevard County Historical Commission, Melbourne
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FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
TREASURER’S REPORT

April 1, 1968 - March 31, 1969
Balance, April 1, 1968 .............................................................................. $25,767.80
Location of Balances:
Florida National Bank (Gainesville) ............. $2,477.37
First National Bank (Tampa) ..................................
29.59
First Federal Savings & Loan Assn.
(Gainesville) ........................................................... 8,306.28
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan
Assn. (Gainesville) ............................................ 2,713.77
(Arthur Thompson Memorial Fund)
Tampa Federal Savings & Loan Assn. ................... 1,491.60
(Father Jerome Acquisitions Fund)
University of South Florida
Account No. 95003 ..............................................
43.45
St. Johns County property .........................................
280.00
Volusia County property ...............................
120.00
$15,462.06
Julien C. Yonge Publication Fund:
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan
Assn. (Gainesville) ................................ $9,869.34
United Gas Corp. (20 shares) ................................
200.00
Middle South Utilities (6 shares) .........................
126.00
Florida Growth Fund (15 shares) ........................
110.40
$10,305.74
$25,767.80
Receipts:
Memberships:
Annual ................................................ $4,429.50
Fellow .............................. .........
710.00
Sponsor ...............................................
185.00
Historical societies ........................... 225.00
Life .............................................
200.00
Student ....................................
10.00
Institutional ...........................
150.00
Libraries .............................................. 1,785.50
Other Receipts:
Quarterly sales .................................... $909.65
Xerox fees ... ...........................
16.26
Rembert W. Patrick Fund .................. 115.00
Desk sold to Frank Laumer ..............
10.00
Returned Check ...............................
5.00
Sale of St. Johns County
property carried at $280.00;
sold June 1968. Net cash
proceeds, $223.55
Loss on sale ....................................
(56.45)
First Federal Savings dividends
380.12
Guaranty Federal Savings
dividends ............... ................
124.18
(Thompson Memorial Fund)
Father Jerome Acquisitions Fund
Contributions ................................
165.00
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Tampa Federal Savings .............
dividends ($72.12 interest
earned less $67.70 withdrawn and transferred to
checking account for purchase of books)
Transfer of Funds:
First National Bank (Tampa),
closed acct., to Florida
National Bank (Gainesville)
Tampa Federal Savings &
Loan Assn. (Father ............
Jerome Fund) to Florida
National Bank (Gainesville)
Florida National Bank (Gainesville) t o Tampa Federal
Savings & Loan (Father
Jerome Contribution)

Total

4.42

29.59
67.70

10.00

$1,780.47
Julien C. Yonge Publication Fund:
Contributions ......................
10.00
United Gas dividends
(Pennzoil Merger) ..........
38.50
Middle South Utilities
dividends .......................
5.01
Florida Growth Fund
dividends .............................
3.26
Royalties:
Aristocrat in Uniform .........
64.30
“Osceola” number of the
16.51
Quarterly ..........................
*Guaranty Federal Savings
dividends ......................
569.36
$706.94
Receipts .........................................................................................

Disbursements:
Florida Historical Quarterly
Printing (Convention Press) ............. $6,515.99
414.61
Reprints ................................
Copyrights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
32.00
Mailing list
....................
8.20
Editor’s expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
300.00
University of Florida Library ...........
2.25
(photo enlargements)
University o f Florida Library
4.90
(xerox prints)
University of Florida L i b r a r y
1.00
(photo)
P. O. box rental and phone
charges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13.23
U. S. Post Office mailing permit
for DeLand .......................
15.00
Annual Convention:
Rinaldi Printing Company
(programs) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
68.00
Turner Printing Company
(banquet tickets) ..........................
17.89
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William Goza (banquet tickets
for Dr. and Mrs. Spiro and
Dr. and Mrs. Edris) .................

245

16.00

Patrick essay contest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
90.00
Thompson Memorial Award ...................
100.00
U. S. F. Account No. 95003 .............
228.68
(postage and telephone)
Supplies ...................................................
261.63
Petty cash (stamps) ..............................
110.99
Income tax preparation .........................
25.00
(C. P. Saclarides)
Kodak (microfilm) ...................................
86.34
Bank service charge (Fla. Nat’l) .........
.30
William Goza (certified copy of
deed for sale of property) ...........
2.50
Northside Florist Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11.80
(flowers, Dr. M. K. Boyd)
Returned check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5.00
Property tax (Volusia County .............
2.55
property)
Faxon (reimbursement for over- .......
4.50
payment)
Mickler’s Floridiana ..............................
61.93
(books for Father Jerome Collection)
U. S. F. Library xerox fees ................
16.26
Special Reprints
“Rembert W. Patrick, A .............
100.88
Bibliography”
Transfer of Funds:
Florida National Bank (Gaines- ...
10.00
ville) to Tampa Federal
Savings & Loan (Father
Jerome Fund)
First National Bank of Tampa ...
29.59
(closed acct.) to Florida
National Bank (Gainesville)

$101.89

$1,147.95

$ 8,557.02
$27,393.19

Location of Balances:
University of South Florida .................
43.51
No. 95003
First Federal Savings & Loan Assn. ... 8,686.40
(Gainesville)
Florida National Bank (Gainesvills) 3,031.63
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan ..... 2,837.95
Assn., Thompson Memorial
Fund (Gainesville)
Tampa Federal Savings & Loan ........ 1,661.02
Assn., Father Jerome Memorial
Fund
Volusia County property ..................... 120.00
Julien C. Yonge Publication Fund:
Guaranty Federal Savings & Loan $10,575.28
(Gainesville)
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Pennzoil United (30 shares) ..........
(United Gas and Pennzoil
Merger)
Middle South Utilities (6 shares)
Florida Growth Fund (16 shares)

200.00
126.00
100.40

$11,012.68
$27,393.19

* $110.66 of this amount is interest accrued during the period of April
1967 through March 1968, which was not on last year’s report.
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THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF FLORIDA, 1856
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, successor, 1902
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, incorporated, 1905

HERBERT J. DOHERTY, JR., president
JAMES C. CRAIG, president-elect
JOHN E. J OHNS , vice-president
MRS. MILTON D. JONES, recording secretary
MARGARET L. CHAPMAN, executive secretary and librarian
S AMUEL P ROCTOR , editor, The Quarterly
DIRECTORS
J AMES H. L IPSCOMB , III
ROBERT H. AKERMAN
N. E. (B ILL ) M ILLER
LUIS R. A RANA
THELMA P ETERS
MRS. T. O. BRUCE
MRS. O. C. PETERSON
A UGUST B URGHARD
JAMES A. SERVIES
MRS. RALPH F. DAVIS
JOHN D. WARE
W ILLIAM M. G OZA
CLARA E. WENDEL
B AYNARD KENDRICK
ROBERT W. W ILLIAMS

The Florida Historical Society supplies the Quarterly to its
members. The annual membership fee is $7.50, but special
memberships of $15.00, $50.00, $75.00, and $150.00 are available.
Correspondence relating to membership and subscriptions should
be addressed to Margaret Chapman, Executive Secretary, University of South Florida Library, Tampa, Florida 33620. Inquiries concerning back numbers of the Quarterly should be
directed to Miss Chapman.
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